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From the Pulpit

take care of  the matter as he sees fi t.
This is the recipe for repeated destruction, suffering and 
disaster.  All too often authorities saw rape and pillage of  
Jewish communities as a means of  relieving pressure from 
their inept governance, such as the pogroms in Eastern 
Europe.  Sometimes as in Nazi Europe irrational racism 
provided the societal scapegoat for their economic and 
social ills.
However it is the sobering and joyous ending of  the Book 
of  Esther that makes this Biblical account so beloved of  
the Jewish people.  As Jews faced despots and evil decrees 
throughout our history, they held out hope that an Esther 
would intervene with the king, destroy their accuser and 
save them from harm.
Tragically as much as Jews hoped and prayed, all too often 
no Esther ever materialized.
For those who think of  Purim and the story of  Esther as
 kid stuff, think again.  It is a powerful tale of  persecution 
and salvation.  It is the paradigmatic story of  the Diaspora 
Jewish experience.             
Purim begins on Thursday evening, March 20.  Come with 
your young children for a special Purim celebration 
especially geared for them at 6pm.  For older children, 
teens and adults come to a complete and crazy Megillah 
reading at 7:15pm.  And don’t forget, you must come 
be-costumed and be-groggered.  Get into the Purim spirit.  
Be Happy! It’s Purim!
Rabbi Isaak

Esther: The Paradigm of  the Diaspora Jewish Existence
If  we accept the Exodus epic as our Jewish master story, then the drama contained in the scroll of  Esther constitutes the 
paradigmatic story of  Jewish existence in the Diaspora.  
A master story of  an ethnic, religious or national entity is the central historical event or series of  events that informs that 
society about its guiding values and principles.  Clearly the Exodus from Egyptian bondage followed by the receipt of  
God’s revelation and wandering 40 years in the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land serves that primary purpose 
for Jews.  God heard the cry of  the oppressed and chose Moses as God’s instrument in challenging Pharaoh to liberate 
God’s own people.  Once free, the Children of  Israel came to Mt. Sinai where God gave them laws to live by in order to 
establish a moral society.  Together they persevered until they were worthy of  inheriting the land that God promised them 

as an everlasting inheritance.
However instructive our master story is in defi ning our most highly treasured values, nearly 2000 years of  our history were spent far from our 
ancestral home in lands of  the Jewish Diaspora.  We lived in foreign lands as a subject minority population.  We did our best to simultaneously 
be loyal residents (because not until the French Revolution and the American experience were we considered full citizens) and maintain our 
distinct identity as Jews.  In many lands we attained positions of  authority and responsibility.  We often became advisors to offi cials and 
potentates.  In Europe kings fi nanced their regimes (and their wars) with loans or exorbitant taxes they imposed upon their Jewish residents.  
However wherever we settled suspicion, hatred and anti-Semitism were not far behind.  Jews were seen as different and unwilling to conform 
to the often unreasonable norms that societies set.  As Haman slyly insinuated about the Jews to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, 
scattered and dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of  your realm, whose laws are different from those of  any other people 
and who do not obey the king’s laws.”  To be different ought not to be considered in and of  itself  a crime, but throughout our history in the 
Diaspora, xenophobia has not only identifi ed Jews and their customs as bizarre, but cause for condemnation and punishment.  Thus Haman 
concludes his speech to the king by proposing that “it is not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them.”  Haman, like bigots throughout his-
tory, proposes issuing an edict for their destruction!
It is here where the moral executive would ask for further proof  of  their criminality and the advisability of  annihilating them.  But as so often 
happens throughout history, moral thought loses out to extremism.  The king busies himself  with other matters, giving Haman carte blanche to 

R      each
for the
Stars *Four tickets to Shea Stadium (NY Mets),* 

including on-fi eld experience 
*Four tickets to Fenway Park (Boston Red Sox) *
*Family Membership to the MJCC for one year *
*Costa Rica Getaway!  Private Jungle Bungalow.*

www.laposadajungle.com 
*Orthodontic work by Garfi nkle Orthodontics! * 

Up to $1,500 towards orthodontic treatment for kids or adults 
www.garfi nkleortho.com 

*Accommodations in Puerto Vallarta*    
*Fantastic seats to Seahawks, Mariners, and Blazer games*    

*Brunswick-style Pool table*    
*Marriott Waterfront anniversary getaway *   

*Parent/kids Laser tag party-provided by Ultrazone* 
www.ultrazoneportland.com   

*Gregg and Ellis Garden Landscape Design* 
www.greggandellis.com    

*Spa treatments*    
*Golf  at Bandon Dunes and Pumpkin Ridge* 

www.pumpkinridge.com 
*Summer camp at Gan Israel* 

www.cgiportland.com

Sunday, March 16, 5:00pm at 
the MJCC, $72/person

The annual auction is just around the corner.   
Here is a small sample of  the some of  the exciting

 Live & Silent Auction items.  

Stay tuned for more updates as we get closer and also check out the 
auction website– http://www.nevehshalom.org/auction
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Refuah Shlema, a speedy recovery to 
Leonard Barde, Gaby Barde, Ari Policar, Elyse Berkovitch,

Pinchas Gottlieb, Judy & Stan Blauer, Ellen Fineman, Terry Abrahamson, 
Bonnie Berry, Bill Luxenberg, Hyman Balk and Max Birnbach.

Refuah Shlema

While exciting changes are happening daily on our Capital 
Campaign project, other changes are happening at Neveh Shalom 
as well. Are you aware that we have a new and very greatly 
improved website? Through the efforts of  Jeff  Katz (with the 
help of  Heather Penner), our congregational website is now not 
only something to be proud of, but is a wonderful resource for 
our members. Check it out at www.nevehshalom.org. You can 

read the monthly Chronicle on-line (with color pictures), fi nd out about and register 
for upcoming events, meet our staff, fi nd directions to our cemeteries, check out 
merchandise available at our Judaica shop, and discover information about our many 
worship services. Every week it seems that there is something new on the website, so 
check it out on a regular basis—you’ll be glad you did!  
As I mentioned in last month’s Chronicle, we have a core of  dedicated solicitors 
who are attempting to reach each and every congregant family to discuss the Capital 
Campaign.  When you are contacted, please be respectful of  our solicitor’s efforts and 
allow them the opportunity to share information about the Campaign. All we ask is a 
chance to talk with you about the Campaign, and we hope that every family will fi nd 
a way to participate in the Campaign at a level which is comfortable for them.  It is 
critical that we work together to raise the needed funds to complete the project and 
meet our $9 million dollar goal.
Sandy Axel, President

From the President

Kol-ha-kavod
Every simcha is special. Congratulations 
to our many members who are celebrating 
in March. In particular, Mazel Tov to the 
following members who are celebrating 
special milestones!

Welcome to Our 
New Members

Milestone Anniversaries
Deborah & Clyde French
Yakov & Tsivya Studinovskiy
Paul & Susie Frank
Aaron & Helen Cohen

Milestone Birthdays
Robert Ballato
Christopher Bezodis
Richard Cohon
Sy Danish
Tom Diamond
Ellen Fineman
William Fisherman
Paul Fogel
Deborah Freedman
Ella Gurfi nkel
Fanny Horowitz
Lawrence Huppin
Donna Jackson
Alice Kern
Josephine Klevit

Rosalie Lesch
Ronald Meyer
Samuel Miller
Ralph Miller
Liz Moore
Zinovy Noy
Heather Penner
Irving Potter
Darcy Rubin
Isaac Simkin
Stephen Sirkin
Barbara Steinfeld
Patrick Ward
Stuart Yudman
Sarah Zakreski

 Chronicle Submissions   
Share your life-cycles events and accomplishments with your congregation. The deadline 
for the April Chronicle submission is Friday, March 7th, Please E-mail 
submissions to mailto:lkitchen@nevehshalom.org

Clergy Visits 
To assure that clergy make visits to congregants in the hospital, extended care facilities and 
hospices, please contact the office at Congregation Neveh Shalom: 503.246.8831. In an effort to 
comply with the new patient privacy laws, health-care facilities may not release the names of their 
patients; so it is imperative that you provide the name of the member, the facility name, patient’s room 
number, length of anticipated stay, your relationship to the patient and a number where you can be 
reached if further information is needed.

Andrew & Lauren Fortgang
Karen Fox

Kevin & Jamie Bates
Jason Posner & Lisa Rockower

Michael & Lisa Twain
Jay & Diane Zidell

Shabbat Unplugged
A meditation service led by 

Cantor Linda Shivers
Friday, March 14th, 

6:15pm 

In Memoriam
The Congregation extends its 

sincere sympathy to the family of
Ansa Ruvensky 

May her soul be bound in the bonds of eternal life.

Condolences
Our condolences to our members and their families,

Tom Kramer on the death of his mother; 
Alan Blank on the death of his father;

Trudi Stone on the death of her mother;
Bruce Banasky on the death of his aunt; 

Eric Stone on the death of his grandmother and 
Esther Wayne on the death of her sister, Rose Rosen   
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Cantor’s Notes B’nai Mitzvah

Jacobson Albert Menashe     
March 14 & 15

Mazel Tov to 
Jacobson Albert 
Menashe who is 
becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah on 03.14.08 
and 03.15.08. He is the 
son of  Nace & Holly 
Menashe, grandson 

of  Lou & Bernie Menashe and Carol 
Trucke. He is brother to Alexander, 
Nicholas and Sarina. Jacobson is a 7th 
grader at Meadow Park Middle School 
and his hobbies include coordination and 
production of  videos, playing catcher for 
Westview Baseball, reading and hanging 
with friends in our pool.

...Mazel Tov to Michelle & Jeff  Katz on the birth of  their second 
son, Levi Jonah. Levi was born on Dec. 22nd, at 10:08am weighing 
6lbs 6oz. He joins big brother Ari and family dog Annie.

KVELL WITH US

  

Shabbat Unplugged meets on March 14th at 6:15 pm.  If  you would like your 
very own email reminder, please send me a note (cantor@nevehshalom.org) and 
I’ll be happy to add you to the Shabbat Unplugged list.  This month the theme 
will be happiness in honor of  Purim.  What really makes us happy?  What do 
we think will make us happy but usually doesn’t work?  What does Judaism say 
about happiness?  Does it last?  Does it depend on one’s attitude?  How can 
Jewish tradition command us to be happy for Purim?  Join us as we   
  look at these issues at Shabbat Unplugged, Friday March 14th.

The Percy Bernstein Orchestra will enliven our services on Friday, March 21st at 8:15 pm.  
The orchestra continues to grow both in numbers and musically.  Ethan Chessin continues to 
add to the repertoire and the music is becomes livelier each time.  If  you have a child who is 
learning to play an instrument, please bring him/her so they can be inspired to be involved in 
Jewish music.  Shabbat Rocks the Rose City is really fun for all ages.  Be sure and bring your 
dancing shoes!
I want to thank the congregation and especially Women’s League for being part of  the Kol 
Isha (Voice of  the Woman) concert in which I participated.  Women cantors from all over the 
country were there and sang.  I had the honor of  being fi rst on the program since I was the 
fi rst of  those who were able to come to have graduated from the Jewish Theological Seminary 
(JTS).  As many of  you may know, I graduated from the Cantors Institute (now the Miller 
School) of  JTS in 1984 which was before the school was offi cially graduating women.  A lot 
has changed since then! 
I have always been proud to be a part of  Congregation Neveh Shalom since Neveh Shalom 
was a pioneer in Jewish women’s rights amongst the Conservative congregations at that time.  
Neveh Shalom was among the fi rst to have a woman president (Elaine Cogan), to have b’not 
mitzvah, to have a woman cantor, to have women voting separately from their husbands, to 
insist on girls learning to put on t’fi llen, and to have gay and lesbian couples be able to have 
family memberships.  We were probably amongst the fi rst on other issues as well since we have 
always been a cutting edge Conservative congregation.    
The Ramon Tasat weekend and Fiesta Sepharad was glorious.  He is an amazing cantor and 
an amazing performer and a mensch as well.  Thank you to all the Neveh Shalom Choir and 
especially Esther Liberman, Julie Brophy, Irene Hecht, Joan Kahn, John Barton, Petra 
Shapiro, and Edward Jacobowitz who worked hard to make it happen.  They attended many 
meetings that started at 9:15 pm!  What a dedicated and hard working group.
Save the date!  The annual Jewish Choir Festival will take place at Neveh Shalom on Sunday, 
April 6 at 3pm.  This year’s theme is Israel in Spirit and Song:  Celebrating Israel’s 60th 
Anniversary.

  

Thank you to the following Men’s Club 
members for making some fabulous 

pancakes at our Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, Feb 3rd. All who attended 

enjoyed a wonderful breakfast that they 
did not have to think about cooking 

themselves. TODAH RABAH!!!

Abraham Furman, Gabriel Markiz, 
Larry Skolnik, David Honigstock,
Simon Goldstein, Adam Goldstein 

and David Wallack

Membership

Kira Anne Abramovitz     
March 7 & 8

...Mazel Tov to Dr. Allen Bard, father-in-law of  Becky Bard, father to Ed Bard and grandfather of 
Alexander and Rachel, who was named this year’s recipient of the 2008 Wolf Prize in chemistry by 
the state of Israel.  Dr. Bard is professor of chemistry and biochemistry at the University of Texas in Austin.

...Mazel Tov to Principal Broker Carolyn Weinstein, ABR, has been awarded the Seniors Real Estate 
Specialist designation by the Seniors Real Estate Specialist Council of the NAR.
Weinstein has been a professional realtor since 1978. To earn SRES designation, Weinstein completed a 
comprehensive course in understanding the needs of buyers and sellers aged 55 and older. 

Mazel Tov to Kira 
Abramovitz who 
is becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah on 03.07.08 
and 03.08.08. She is 
the daughter of  Jay 
& Jan Abramovitz, 
granddaughter of  

Blanche Abramovitz and the late Isaak 
Abramovitz, Jerry and Rose Logan and 
she is sister to Eli. Kira is a 7th grader at 
Whitford Middle School and she dances 
ballet at Portland Dance Academy. 
Her hobbies include listening to music, 
playing alto sax and piano, and spending 
free time on the computer, reading, and 
shopping with friends.

...Mazel Tov to Nicole Elovitz will be honored on March 20th by the Portland Business Journal
as one of 40 under the age of 40! Nicole has established herself as a strong leader in the Portland 

Business community and is being recognized for this  as well as her volunteer work with the Jewish 
Federation and dedication as a wonderful wife and mother to her family. Congratulations, Nicole!
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A Yahrzeit plaque is a lasting tribute that 

ensures the memory of a loved one will 

be honored for all time. The purchase 

of a Yahrzeit plaque guarantees a 

permanent fixture in the Sanctuary plus 

a duplicate one that will be displayed on 

the Yahrzeit. Please contact 

Michelle Caplan, 503.293.7305, or 

mailto:mcaplan@nevehshalom.org

if you would like more information about this 

tradition and or about purchasing a plaque.

Ya h r z e i t  P l a q u e s :
L a s t i n g  Me m o r i a l s

Men’s Club

Plan to join Rabbi Bradley and Sarah 
Greenstein for our Second Night Seder 
on Sunday, April 20, 5:00pm. Fabulous 
food will be provided by our own 
Allen Levin along with an interactive 
and meaningful Seder experience. See 
the flyer in this month’s Chronicle for 
cost and reservation information. 
Contact Caron Blau Rothstein, 
mailto:crothstein@nevehshalom.org with 
any questions.

Passover Second 
Night Seder

We hope everyone enjoyed our February meeting where 
Rabbi Isaak led a discussion of  Jewish ethics.  We would like to 
thank the Rabbi for leading this discussion.  Our March meeting will 
be on Sunday, March 9.  Our speaker will be Lois Shenker, who is a 
certifi ed life coach.  We will meet around 9:40am for brunch 
followed by the meeting around 10:00am.  We are currently 

scheduled to meet in the back of the sanctuary.  These meetings are open to men and women.
 We hope all of  you have seen the fl yer for the Men’s Club Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament 
on Sunday, April 13.   Registration fee is $50 for one player with additional opportunities 
for table sponsorship and recognition.  Your fee includes free coffee and soft drinks.  
Proceeds benefi t Youth Programming and the Capital Campaign.  The tournament is 
open to all men and women age 18 or over, so please encourage your friends to attend 
this fun event with you.  Contact Harold Lesch at mailto:leschslive@comcast.net or 
503-626-2176 for additional information.
 Additionally, a group of  Men’s Club members volunteers at the Oregon Food Bank on 
the fourth Thursday of  each month.  Please contact David Sibell at 
mailto:sibelld@ohsu.edu if  you are interested in helping.
 If  you would like to join Men’s Club, please contact our membership director, 
Larry Skolnik mailto:lsskolnik@hotmail.com.  We also have membership forms 
available on our bulletin board in the synagogue.  You may also contact either 
Joe Goodman or Bruce Stern at mailto:bruce@thesternfamily.net or 
mailto:j3ngoodman@comcast.net.

Tzedakah Box Update 
Remember to return your Tzedakah boxes 

Many of  you received a Tzedakah box at our 
High Holy Day services last Fall. Don’t forget 
to bring them in! We’re counting on your 
support for our many Tikkun Olam projects 
here at Neveh Shalom. You may pick up a 
complimentary Tzedakah box at the Neveh 
Shalom offi ce.
Shalom,
Steve Sirkin,Tikkun Olam Coordinator

Women’s League
We are your link between synagogue and home. Be a part of  what 
makes us such a vital part of  our synagogue. 
Kvell with Women’s League!! We’ve checked our records and 
discovered that Jean Hasson, Molly Bodner, Frieda Tobin and Alice 
Potter have been members with us for 50 years. Did we miss you? 
Let us know, and we’ll be sure to add you this list.
Join us, Sunday, March 9 at 3:00 pm for the movie “Ushpizin”. This 

is a great movie to enjoy. Refreshments will be served.
  Women’s League of  Neveh Shalom is excited to announce our Regional Spring
Conference, May 4-6.  This brings together the women of  the Pacifi c Northwest Region 
AND the women of  the Northern California Region. We are celebrating the joining of  
our two regions and building for our future. We will share ideas, information, renew our 
friendships, and meet new women to embrace as life long friends. Be a part of  this, join 
our celebration. 
Our Judaica Gift Shop is open Monday- Friday, 10:00 am -12:00 pm, Wednesday
evenings and Sunday mornings during Religious school. We are maintained with 
VOLUNTEERS, can you give us two hours per week? Contact Sue Axel, 503.297.9140 
or Ann Yudman, 503.352.4074 for more information. Remember, the Gift Ship accepts 
credit cards now. 
Our monthly Potluck & Planning BOARD MEETING IS Wednesday, March 12 at 
Susan Sutherlin’s home at 6:30 pm. Is there something you want to tell us? Our 
meetings are open to everyone to attend and to participate WITH US. For more 
information, contact me at 503.626.6611. 
Join us as we grow and change for the future. We’re a part of  the Capital Campaign for 
the future…Are you?  Susan Sutherlin,    Neveh Shalom Women’s League President

Outside In
Thanks to this months cooks; Sallie 

and Emily Cohen and Lisa and Taliya 
Greenfi eld. Next month we will cook 
March 3 4:15-5:45. Meet at the Neveh 
Shalom kitchen. Thanks to all of  our 

volunteers over the last few months. We 
have a lot of  new volunteers ready to 

cook for at risk youth and teens staying 
at the Outisde In shelter.

Any questions please contact head cook
Aviva Zigman at 

mailto:ajzigan @hotmail.com

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 
for your patience and consideration as we continue to 

make progress, (slowly but surely) toward 
improving our future together here at Neveh Shalom.

Tikkun Olam Committee
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Gay/Lesbian Havurah- Next monthly meeting 
March 4, 7-8:30 pm, Room 129.  Join us to meet 

new people and explore ways to connect with 
one another and Neveh Shalom.  

Upcoming events: Join the Neveh Shalom Purim 
Megillah reading March 20, 7:15 pm.  Continue 

the celebration with the Gay/Lesbian Havurah at 
McMenamins Raleigh Hills Pub, 4495 S.W. Scholls 

Ferry Road.  Latecomers can meet us either at 
Neveh Shalom at 9 pm or at the Pub by 9:30 pm.  
Hold date for April 20 2nd Seder.  Our Havurah 

will have designated tables.  
Make your reservation with fl ier in this month’s 

Chronicle.  Indicate seating preference on the form.
If  you have any questions please contact 
Liza Milliner-Bloom 503-319-1848 or 

mailto:liza410@comcast.net.

Va’ad Shel Chesed
Th e Caring Committee

It was inspiring to see how many of  
you came together recently for the last 
two meetings of  the new Vaad Shel 
Chesed (literally - “organization of  
loving kindness”).  We are a community 
of  care that views our congregation as 
an extended family.  Perhaps you were 
involved with the Vaad Shel Chesed 
in the past or maybe you are new to 
the group.  You may desire to become 
actively involved(attending meetings, 
becoming a coordinator, frequently 
volunteering) or simply wish to be part 
of  our email group and step in when 
you are able.  Whatever your availablity, 
there is a place for you.    Within the 
next few days you will be receiving a 
notifi cation from “yahoo groups” to 
add you to our email listserve - this will 
be our primary way of  communicating 
with each other (if  you do not wish to 
receive our emails unsubscribe from the 
list or let me know and I will take you 
off.)   You will be hearing primarily from 
myself  and those who volunteered to be 
coordinators : 
Jonas Blaut - coordinator of  hospital 
visits, Bobbie Kramer - coordinator of  
meals and 
Catherine Stark - coordinator of  rides 
 We will meet on the second Sunday, 
every other month 11:00am in the Neveh 
Shalom library so mark your calendars 
for our NEXT MEETING MARCH 9, 
11:00am 
We would Love for You to JOIN US! 

A new committee has formed at Neveh Shalom, the Israel Affairs Committee, to 
increase understanding of  and connections with Israel and its people. We will do this 
through fi lm viewings, book clubs, guest speakers, Chronicle articles, materials, displays 
and so on.  We are very excited to bring the Jewish homeland into the hearts and minds of  
Neveh members with our new committee’s endeavors.
This month on March 12, 5:45 pm in the Birnbach Hall, please join the Neveh Shalom 
Hebrew High School and Israel Affairs Committee for a brief  presentation by Yafa Arber-
boy of  the Israeli non-profi t, Paamonim, “Bells.” Paamonim provides emergency assis-
tance to families in fi nancial distress but also teaches them how to take the necessary steps 
to lift themselves out of  poverty and debt. Yafa’s sole responsibility is the town of  Sderot, 
which over the past six years has been hit by more than 1,000 Qassam rockets resulting in 
nine fatalities.  It’s important that American Jews hear what’s going on there and fi gure out 
ways we can help. 
Did you know that Israel will be celebrating the 60th anniversary of  its modern 
independence, know as Yom Ha’atzmaut this May 7? So some of  you can’t take the time 
off  for Rabbi Issak’s trip to celebrate in Israel...we’re trying to bring a bit of  the 
celebration to you! Mark your calendars for two special Neveh events celebrating Israel’s 
60th.  Friday, May 2, the traditional fi rst Friday Shabbat dinner will include a special Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut Seder. We’ll feast on Israeli food, birthday cake, and share with Israel on its 
60th birthday. On the afternoon of  Sunday, May 4 join us for a synagogue-wide 
celebration.  Details to follow in upcoming Chronicles. Don’t miss it! 
   Yom Huledet Sameach L’Yisrael!  
This committee is always looking for members. Do you want to help plan future events or 
have any ideas about how the synagogue can bring Israel closer? 
Contact Caron Blau Rothstein at mailto:crothstein@nevehshalom.org. or
Dana Sacks, Israel Affairs Committee Chair

Gay & Lesbian Havarah

Notes from Shomrei Teva
Bal Tashchit --- Do Not Waste.  But How?

In the August, 2007 issue of  “The Chronicle”, this column 
discussed Deuteronomy 20:19-20 and bal tashchit, the 
core principle of  Jewish environmental thought.  Its usual 
connotation, as interpreted in the Talmud, is “do not waste”.  
Sometimes, however, it’s not so easy to follow the injunction.  
Help is available, however, from two excellent Internet sources:  
the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL), and 

Interfaith Power and Light (IPL).  Both will give you many choices of  products that will 
help you save heat, water, and energy.
The COEJL website now features something called the COEJL Earth Aid Kit.  To get the 
cheapest “kit price”, you only need to buy one product in each of  four categories.  You 
can fi nd all the information at: http://coejl.earthaidkit.com/ The site is self-explanatory 
and gives you a way to follow our Jewish teaching with help from a Jewish website.
Interfaith Power and Light is affi liated with the Oregon Interfaith Global Warming 
Campaign, of  which Neveh Shalom is a participant.  The campaign unites Jews, Christians, 
Muslims, Buddhists, and others in an effort to reduce human impacts on global warming. 
The IPL website is located at: http://www.energyfederation.org/ipl/default.php.  The 
prices are a little cheaper here than at the COEJL site, but you have to register yourself  
fi rst.  Go to the Login on the webpage and register as a New Customer.  In creating a new 
account, make sure you select Neveh Shalom in the Program Sponsor Information box.  
This gives you an automatic 10% discount on any of  the prices.
Whatever you choose to do, b’hatzlachah – good luck in your efforts to follow bal tashchit.
Jordan Epstein  

Israel Affairs
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  Presents the Israeli 
  award winning fi lm  

“Ushpizin “ 
Date:  Sunday  March 9th

Time:  3:00 P.M.
Place:  Birnbach Hall

Cost:  $3.00 per person  
 Refreshments will be served

Women’s League Scholar in Residence Weekend
Dr. Alan Mintz, Jewish Theological Seminary

 Congregation Neveh Shalom Saturday, April 12; 9:00am, 1:00pm
Havdallah reception, 6:30pm

From his role in launching the alternative Jewish press as a student in the 1960s to his 
contributions today as one of  the most respected voices in Jewish literary scholarship, 
Professor Alan Mintz has always thought and written passionately and provocatively about 
the challenges of  Jewish survival and the richness of  Jewish culture.  He is the cofounder 
of  two seminal Jewish intellectual journals, Response and Prooftexts, and has authored or 
edited seven books on topics ranging from modern Hebrew literature to the shaping of  
Holocaust memory in American popular culture.
As the recipient of  grants from the National Foundation for the Humanities and the 
Avi Chai Foundation, he has been a leader in Holocaust educational development, and 
Hebrew immersion training for day school educators.  He joined the faculty of  the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of  America, where he holds the Chana Kekst Professorship in 
Hebrew Literature, after ten years as the Braun Professor of  Modern Hebrew Literature at 
Brandeis University.  His current research centers on the history of  Hebrew in America, and 
its lessons for the future of  Jewish culture and identity.  He will be delivering the 2008 Gus 
& Libby Solomon Lecture at Portland State University.
Saturday, April 12: 9:00am: Participation in services combined with Downstairs Minyan, Birnbach Hall 
1:00pm: Study Session in room 120 
6:30pm: Mincha/Maariv Service, Havdallah, study time - Atrium

Torah Study   
Join Rabbi Isaak or Rabbi 

Greenstein each Shabbat morning 
for Torah study 9-9:45am 

in the Library

Updating Torah Readers’ List!!
For services in the upsatirs sanctuary

If  you would like to receive e-mails of  
Torah readings available for sign-up 
(and have not been receiving them), 

Please contact Wendy at 503.225.1023 
to be included on our list and receive 

the e-mails of  the Torah Readers. First Babies Group

Neveh Shalom Study 
Weekend at Skamania

March 27-29, 2008
Reserve the weekend of  March 27-29 for a 
special Shabbat weekend of  study and 
conversation at lovely Skamania Lodge in 
Stephenson, Washington.  Our topic will 
revolve around drawing lines and keeping our 
balance.  We all negotiate ways of  proudly 
expressing our Jewish identity while living in 
an attractive secular general society.  We will 
look at historical confl icts and contemporary 
issues.  What do we say to our children about 
intermarriage? Do we apply 
different standards to Israel than 
other countries?  
This weekend is being organized by Neveh 
Shalom members who are Melton graduates, 
but is open to the congregation. We have 
reserved 15 rooms double occupancy at 
Skamania Lodge.  We will celebrate Shab-
bat together and leave time to enjoy the area.  
Cost for the weekend including room and fi ve 
dairy meals will be $275/person. 
Reserve your spot soon.

Hi everyone!  My name is Sarah Mitnick and I am the new 
chair for our First Babies Group at Neveh Shalom. I am a 

new mom and a new member at Neveh Shalom. In June, we 
moved to Portland from Berkeley, California, where I was 

teaching second grade.  I have been teaching for the past six 
years and especially love teaching kindergarten! I had my fi rst 
baby, Noah, last August, and have enjoyed connecting with 

other fi rst baby families at Neveh Shalom.  I am excited to be 
leading a group that helps us share this special time together. 

Please contact me at mailto:mitnick.sarah@yahoo.com if you or someone you 
know is interested in joining our fi rst babies group. 

We would love to have you join us for one of our monthly activities!  
See you soon.

Sarah Mitnick, First Babies Group, Chair 
Upcoming events are:

March 16th -CNS Auction at the MJCC 5pm silent auction begins for more information, call the 
Neveh Shalom offi  ce. 

March 23- Hamentaschen  making , location  TBA
April 13th - Passover Recipe tasting and exchange, location TBA 

It is time to start compiling the 2008-2009 
Neveh Shalom Synagogue Directory

Placing an ad in the directory allows you to market your business to the approximately 1000 
synagogue families who will use it.  Not only is this a great way for you to advertise your 
business, but you will also be supporting the Religious Schools (Sunday School, Hebrew 
School and the High School program).
To purchase an advertisement for your business, please complete and return to the Religious 
School offi ce the contract that is enclosed in this issue of  the Chronicle.
Again this year there will be a Yellow Page section, a quick reference guide of  businesses.  
This is free to those placing ads of  ¼ page or larger.  For those placing business card sized 
ads there is an additional $36.00 charge.  
Your family can also place a complimentary greeting in the directory.  If  you would like to do 
this, complete the appropriate section of  the contract.
If  you have any questions please call Dayle in the Religious School offi ce, 503-293-7312 or 
email mailto:dayle@nevehshalom.org.  

Thank you in advance for helping the Religious School.

Noah Mitnick & Adirah Greenstein
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Shoreshim
We spent a lovely evening in February celebrating Havdalah, complete 
with an adult-education piece led by Rabbi Bradley Greenstein and a 
keepsake spice box each child made. Thank you to Debbie Plawner and 
Jenn Director Knudsen for putting together the evening’s events and 
also to those who volunteered at it.
What do Haman and Queen Esther have in common? In Shoreshim’s 
Purimspiel, they’re both men! Come one, come all, to our March 20 play 
featuring Shoreshim dads in every role. It starts at 6 p.m. and will be fol-

lowed by a kids’ parade and hamantaschen for nosh. Bring gragers (noisemakers); dress up; 
prepare to shout “boo!” when Haman’s name is read from the Megillah. 
 Tot Shabbat is now held upstairs in Rms. 113 – 115. There also is a Shabbat Kids 
service next door in Rm. 117 that caters to children in K-2nd grade and includes aliyot and 
singing accompanied by a guitar. Next services will be March 1 and 22; they start at 10:15 
a.m. and are followed on site by a light Kiddush lunch for all Tot Shabbat and Shabbat Kids’ 
families. The Torah service includes an age-appropriate story.
It may not yet be spring, but doing spring cleaning makes it feel warmer – at least inside. 
Please consider donating toys to Shoreshim that your children have outgrown. We’d love to 
have a toy box available for playtime during our events but don’t have the budget to sup-
ply one. Your donation of  gently used, age-appropriate toys (no small pieces, please!) would 
be greatly appreciated – and lovingly used! Donations can be dropped of  to CNS Program 
Coordinator Caron Blau Rothstein.
For questions about Shoreshim or information on how you can get involved, please contact 
Amy Katz at 503-238-3773, mailto:ajkatz@mindspring.com, or Jenn Director Knudsen, 
mailto:jdknudsen@yahoo.com

To be a Minyanaire at Neveh Shalom 
only requires a 30 minute commit-

ment (1 morning a week, 1 morning a 
month or 1 morning a year).

It is strictly an optional voluntary 
effort for a half  hour of  your day. But 
it permits us to provide a minyan for 
those who wish to say Kaddish for 
their departed loved ones. It allows 

them to honor and respect the 
memorial Yahrzeit date.

Please help us and volunteer your time 
it is for a very good cause.

Thank you, Phil Gladstein

Who wants to be 
a Minyanaire!!

Havurot are small fellowships of  individuals and families who meet on a regular basis for 
social, educational, ritual or other purposes as “communities within community.”  They 
are a way for our wonderful and large shul to feel more familiar and intimate as we extend 
our involvement in synagogue life into our homes.  We want to connect all interested 
Neveh Congregants with a Havurah that meets their needs and interests.  Members of  a 
Havurah often become one another’s extended family, available to celebrate life’s joys and 
give support through life’s challenges.  A Havurah is what its members make of  it.
  Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis of  Valley Beth Shalom in Encino, is one of  the original 
proponents of  setting up Havurot within synagogues.  Here is some of  what he has 
had to say over the years that encapsulates the essence of  Havurot.
  “…each Havurah is composed of  members of  the Temple who join together in each other’s 
homes to celebrate their existence as Jews. The Havurah seeks to translate into our lives the culture, 
ethic and joy of  Judaism. Each Havurah develops its own style, its own way towards this end…The 
Havurah is not a social group, or a study group, or a social action group, or a prayer group alone.  The 
Havurah strives toward an integrated celebration of  Jewish life. Thus the table has its place in the 
Havurah along with song and collective study.  Being part of  a Havurah is a wonderful way to feel 
the warmth and support of  a close-knit community. Membership in a havurah serves to make a large 
congregation more intimate and personal, adding a sense of  warmth… The Havurah brings us together 
and brings out the best in us. But we must be patient with each other and with ourselves… It takes time 
to learn to relax with one another, to admit one’s limitations before each other, to recognize our frail-
ties… I have found no way more promising for Jewish renewal than that of  Havurah... It has proven to 
be a transforming experience.”
  We have developed a more extensive form to better facilitate the formation of  new 
Havurot.  Please fi ll out this form by April 1 as we would like to set preliminary 
Havurot meetings this spring.  Any questions?  Contact CNS Program 
Coordinator Caron Blau Rothstein at mailto:crothstein@nevehshalom.org 
or ext. 139.

Havurot Program Wants YOU!

Choral Festival, Sun Apr 6, 3:00 pm,   
Neveh Shalom Sanctuary  

Between Purim and Passover, what musical 
excitement can we look forward to?

The 4th annual Portland Jewish Choral Festival!
In celebration of  Israel’s 60th Anniversary, 140 
choral singers of  all ages will join in presenting 
songs old and new, expressing memory, long-

ing, and hope for Israel.  
Performing are:

PJA Makhela and Middle School Choir

HaZamir High School Choir

Neveh Shalom Adult Choir

Shaarie Torah Community Chorus 

Rose Schnitzer Manor Chorus
If  you missed last year’s Choral Festival, come 

April 6 to see why Rabbi Isaak was 
jumping-up-and-down excited  at the concert!

Tickets at the door and through PJA offi ce:   
8.00 adult,   5.00 student / senior,  36.00 patron    
All proceeds go to support Jewish choral pro-

grams in Portland.  
Please consider a patron ticket – it’s a mitzvah!
More info:  Cantor Shivers, or Barbara Slader 

at 503-281-0403.

Israel In Spirit And Song: 

Donate Your Car
You can receive 
a tax write-off by 
donating your 
unused or unwanted 

vehicle, running or not. 
Call JoAnn Bezodis in the Neveh 
Shalom Office for more info: 
503-293-7309, or 
mailto:jbezodis@nevehshalom.org
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Hey Kadimanicks!
Kadima is keeping busy!  In February we 
enjoyed the big screen as we had an event at the 
movies!  It was fun getting to be movie critics 
for a day!  We are also getting ready for Junior 
Kadima/Kadima Shabbaton.  It is very exciting 
that the program has been expanded to allow 
for some amazing opportunities and activities 
for Kadima!   Another exciting event coming 
up is the Introduction to USY for our eighth 
graders on March 6th.  This dinner is open 
to all eigth graders and their parents to learn 
more information about some of  the incredible 
opportunities in USY.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the 
Shabbaton this year.  Also keep an eye out for the 
upcoming Rock 
Climbing event!
Jaime Wren , Kadima Advisor
mailto:kadima@portlandrishonm.org 

Hey Junior Kadima-niks!
Our event at Paint Pots was extremely 
successful!  You were so creative with the 
pieces you decorated.  I’ll let you know 
when you can pick them up from the front 
offi ce at Neveh Shalom.  
March is going to be a very exciting month, 
because the event will be the ever popular 
Annual Shabbaton at Camp Solomon 
Schechter!  I have a very exciting weekend 
planned for you!  The theme this year will 
be Israel’s 60th Birthday.  So get ready for 
an entire weekend of  fun, and I’ll see you 
then!
Marissa Louke, Junior Kadima Advisor
mailto:jrkadima@portlandrishonim.org

JR. Kadima (grades 3-5) USY (grades 9-12)
Thank you to all of  the USYers, 
parents and kids that participated in 
the 4th Semi-Annual Parents’ Night 
Out. We had lots of  fun making 
candy sushi and playing “Jewpardy.”  
Please mark your calendars for the 
USY Beach Shabbaton at Seaside 
on April 11th-13th. This weekend 
is open to Jewish 8th-12th graders. 
Forms are available in the youth 
lounge.
Rachelle Vagy, USY Advisor
mailto:usy@portlandrishonim.org

Kadima (grades 6-8)

Religious School

Youth @ CNS

This is the month of  Adar I and II.  We can now look forward to 
celebrating Purim and think of  the many reasons we have to thank 
God for taking care of  us in times of  need.
The observance of  “special purims” around the world and in every 
age arose from the main theme of  the holiday itself.  The holiday of  
Purim symbolizes the unpredictability of  Divine 
intervention.  When a community experienced a miracle that could 
not be explained logically, the marking of  the event took place on 
that date as an annual celebration. 
One such case:  In the early 17th century, the city of  Tiberias, which 
borders on Lake Kinneret in Israel’s north, was reestablished by 
Sheik dair el Amar, who invited Isaac Abulafi a to bring Jews to join 
the settlement.  Soon the city had a sizable Jewish community.  
Governor Suleiman Pasha of  Damascus laid siege to the city in 
1743.  For the duration of  the siege, 83 days, the Jews of  Tiberias 
helped stand in its defense.  On August 27, the Pasha raised the 
siege, but his plans to attack Tiberias were not over.  While 
preparing his next attack, however, he suddenly died and the Jews 
of  Tiberias were saved from certain disaster.  The Jews of  
Tiberias declared both the day of  the lifting of  the 
siege – the 7th of  Elul – and the day of  the Pasha’s death – 
the 4th of  Kislev – local Purims.
Case Two:  According to what is related in the scroll composed 
to record this event, the city of  Saragossa was the capital of  the 
kingdom of  Aragon (1428).  It was the king’s custom to visit the 
Street of  the Jews from time to time and the latter would go out to 
meet him with decorated Torah scrolls borne in wooden cabinets, as 
is the practice of  the Sephardim to this day.  In the course of  time 
many began to doubt the wisdom of  this practice, 
wondering whether there was not some sacrilege in the carrying 

about of  Torah scrolls.  The Jews of  Saragossa, therefore, decided to 
go out to meet the king, carrying only empty wooden cabinets.  But a 
Jew who had been converted revealed their decision to the king, and the 
latter decided to visit the Street of  the Jews and to clear up this matter 
without giving them prior notice.  During the course of  that night, 
however, the sextons of  the synagogues were informed in a dream from 
on high that they must return the Torah scrolls to the cabinets – and 
thus the informer was shamed.  The 17th of  Shevat, the day on which 
this event occurred, was instituted as a second Purim to be observed 
by coming generations in Saragossa; and the Sephardim in Jerusalem, 
certainly a branch of  the families in Saragossa, were accustomed until 
recently to celebrate the Purim of  Saragossa every year according to the 
law, by declaring a work-holiday, reading the scroll and holding a feast 
and celebration in every home.  The Scroll of  Saragossa is written on 
parchment and is to be found in the hands of  the Sephardim of  
Saragossa in Jerusalem.  It was published in a special edition in 1874,
Judah Leb HaKohen Fishman.
I know of  families who had lived through personal victories over 
dangerous situations and proclaimed that date as their own special 
purim.  In a similar way, we have the blessing of  gomel.  When the 
Temple stood, a person who had been spared from a life threatening 
situation would bring a thanksgiving offering.  Today, the obligation to 
thank God is performed by reciting the bracha during the Torah 
reading, usually within 3 days of  the event, if  possible.  It is customary, 
but not required, that the person reciting the blessing be called for an 
aliyah.  The types of  events that require one to recite the blessing are 
completion of  a sea journey, completion of  a hazardous land journey, 
recovery from a major illness, release from captivity.  The blessing 
should also be recited whenever someone has been spared from a life 
threatening situation.           Susan Bernstein, Education Director

Wednesday, March 12th  
8th grade Family Life Program 

Religous School Highlights for February Thanks to Holly Menashe, Allison Sherman, Jennifer Kalenscher, 
David Kabaker, Sarah Coblens, Sallie Cohen and Stacy Carmen for 

helping to chaperone the 5th grade trip to the mikveh.

THANK YOU
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Foundation School
The month of  February found our Pre-Kindergarten classrooms 
busy working on their “I Am Special” unit.  The children learned 
about similarities and differences among themselves and their 
families. This enjoyable unit ended with a memorable booklet to 
take home and a delicious “I Am Special” brunch prepared and 
hosted by the children for their parents. Also this month our 3 
year olds learned about Community Helpers and about their fi ve  
senses, community helpers, colors and shapes.
Our youngest learners in the 2 yr old playgroups focused on their 
“Farm” and “Nursery Rhymes” units creating wonderful art, read-
ing stories and singing songs together.
All the children continued to be fascinated by the construction 
going on outside their classroom windows and as spring ap-
proaches we hope to get outside regularly for a closer look.  The 
construction vehicles have been of  particular interest and the “big 
hole” will soon be fi lling in with structures that we can recreate 
ourselves through block play in the classrooms.
February also brought families together for our fi rst Foundation 
School Shabbat Dinner on February 29th.  We thank Rabbi Isaak 
and Kim Palumbis for helping to make this a lovely evening for all 
who attended.
Before long winter will be over and it will be early spring! The 
joyous holiday of  Purim is just around the corner.

Jan Skolnik, Director and Sheila Stern, Assistant

John M. Efron
Sunday, March 9, 2008
Congregation Neveh Shalom, 7:00 PM
John M. Efron is the Koret Professor of  History and Jewish Studies 
chair at the University of  California, Berkeley. He received his B.A. from 
Monash University in Melbourne, Australia and his Ph.D. from Colum-
bia University.  Among his publications are: 
Medicine and the German Jews: A History (Yale University Press, Spring 
2001) 
Jewish History and Jewish Memory: Essays in Honor of  Yosef  Hayim 
Yerushalmi ed., with Elisheva Carlebach and David N. Myers (University 
Press of  New England, 1998). 
Defenders of  the Race: Jewish Doctors and Race Science in Fin-de 
Siécle Europe (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994). 

Charlotte Fonrobert 
Sunday, April 6, 2008
Reed College, (TBA)
Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert is an associate professor in the Religious 
Studies department of  Stanford University. She specializes in Judaism, 
especially talmudic literature and culture. Her research interests include 
gender in Jewish culture, the relationship between Judaism and Christi-
anity in Late Antiquity, the discourses of  orthodoxy versus heresy, and 
rabbinic conceptions of  Judaism with respect to Greco-Roman culture. 
She completed her graduate training at the Graduate Theological Union 
in Berkeley, CA. Fonrobert is the author of  Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic 
and Christian Reconstructions of  Biblical Gender (2000), which won the 
Salo Baron Prize for a best fi rst book in Jewish Studies of  the year.

Writers & Scholars Series

Purim Collection of Kitchen Items 
for Community Warehouse

Thursday, March 20, 
6:00pm Family Service (0- 8 yrs) 

7:15pm Megillah Reading
On Purim we use noisemakers to blot out the 
villain’s name in the Megillah.  We challenge 
you to support a good cause when you attend 

the Megillah reading by bringing creative 
noisemakers. Bring a pot or pan and a cooking 

utensil that can bang or scrape or grind: wooden 
spoons, shedders, peelers, bowls, can-openers. 

Let your imagination run wild! 
Afterwards, these items will be donated to the 
Community Warehouse, helping the needy, 
homeless, and new immigrants set up new 

housing with these kitchen items (used or new). 
A collection barrel will be available in the coat 

closet outside the sanctuary from 
Feb. 1 – March 21 for your convenience. 

For more information, contact Roz Babener at 
503-227-3644, mailto:Roz755@aol.com

An Interfaith Food Drive benefi ting families in SW Portland 
March 1-31, 2008

Bring in your non-perishable food items to the food collection barrel in the upstairs coat closet. 
Neighborhood House provides emergency food boxes for over 250 families each month. Our goal is 
to raise the equivalent of  50,000 pounds of  food to feed these families for the next four months. We 
accept both food and cash donations ($1 = 1 pound of  food). 
We now have special coupons available for local restaurants who agree to donate a percentage of  your 
business on specifi ed dates. Pick up these coupons on the literature table outside our business offi ce.
Congregation Neveh Shalom is joining with other faith organizations and community partners 
in order to reach this goal. Please give generously. Thank you for your help!

Southwest Hope for the Hungry

On Sunday, March 30, 2008, CNS Tikkun Olam Committee and JOIN are pairing for another 
fun Mitzvah Action Event!  JOIN is a local non-profi t agency that works to help homeless 
people obtain and maintain permanent housing, and we need both donated goods and people to 
participate in this event.
We’ll have a big-screen television, tuned to the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Round of  
Elite 8, so come and enjoy the game with CNS members and JOIN residents.  While we’re at it, 
we’ll have fun basketball-themed games for kids, and Pareve snacks for all.
We’ll be collecting cleaning supplies for JOIN residents, so please bring new bathroom clean-
ing accoutrements (a bucket fi lled with spray cleaner, antiseptic wipes, sponges, a toilet cleaning 
brushes, etc., would be a great option).  Also, JOIN is looking for a working vacuum cleaner as a 
donation, so if  you’ve got one you can give, please donate it! [Optional: Bring along any new or 
gently used non-food items that would be helpful for someone starting a new household]
Make sure to set your calendar to join this Tikkun Olam event, and assist local families in 
setting up and maintaining households.  It’s sure to be a Slam Dunk! Call JoAnn for time at 
503.293.7309

March Madness Hits Congregation Neveh Shalom!Purim Collection for 
Community Warehouse
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Senior Lunch Bunch 
Tuesday, March 11, 12:00noon

The Senior Lunch this month will be 
on Tuesday, March 11 at 12:00 noon 
in the Birnbach Hall. Our host, Jonas 
Blaut, will host a panel of  our mem-
bers who will speak on “I am who I 
am.” Join us for this intimate time of  
getting to know some of  our members 
on a deeper level, and to be surprised 
and entertained by some of  their 
little-known life experiences. You’ll be 
touched and maybe even make a new 
friend or two.
Allen Levin and staff  prepare a 
unique, fi rst-rate lunch for us each 
month, at an amazingly affordable 
price. Lunch is $5.00 per person, 
reservations required. RSVP by noon 
on Monday, March 10 to Julie 
Marquis at 503-246-8831 ext.100 or 
mailto:jmarquis@nevehshalom.org

Save the date for lunch next month, 
Tuesday, April 8.

Traditional Shabbat Dinner

All Member First Friday & Shabbat 
Across America Dinner

Friday, March 7, 2008 Approximately 7:15pm
Birnbach Hall

Please join us after our early 6:15pm service for family-style 
Shabbat Dinner as prepared by Allen Levin & crew. 

Adult: $14 Children (10 & under) $7  
Maximum per household is $42 

Reservations MUST be made in advance 
RSVP by phone or email to Julie at mailto:jmarquis@nevehshalom.org 

by noon Wednesday, March 5th.

 April 4, May 2
Upcoming Dates for 1st Friday Dinners:

Are  You  All  In ?
On April 13th Men’s Club is hosting a Texas Hold ‘Em tournament in Birnbach 

Hall.  Dinner will be served at 4:45 and the tournament begins at 5:30.  Proceeds will 
go to our youth programming and capital campaign.  Wild Bill’s will be running the 

tournament.
The event is open to any adult man or woman 18 years or older.  The top winners will 

receive prizes.  There will also be door prize drawings.
If  you’re interested in playing, please fi ll out the green insert in this Chronicle.  If  you 

have questions contact Bruce Stern (503-626-5227) or Harold Lesch (503-626-2176).  
Registration deadline is March 28th.

       Thursday, April 3, 7:00pm
          Taste & Travel is a time 
of  “Show-and-Tell” for grown-ups. We 
will schedule 2 presentations per evening 
(30 minutes each). Enjoy a virtual tour 
through sharing experiences via slides, 
PowerPoint, artifacts, souvenirs, and best 
of  all, food! We will have treats, snacks, 
or fi nger foods so you may sample the 
region and culture. We will be meeting at 
Neveh Shalom on the following 
Thursday evenings, 7-9pm. 
We look forward to seeing you there!
April 3, Mark Abolofi a “Turkey”
Ed & Ros Srebnik “Croatia”
May 15, Lucille Kraiman “Romania” 
 Dale Oller “Vietnam and Cambodia”

Taste and Travel

   We will be joining hundreds of  congregations across the United   
               States and Canada in celebrating the National Jewish Outreach   

             Program  SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA/CANADA. Come 
          participate in a sumptuous meal and joyous Shabbat with your fellow 
  congregants. 
Newcomers are always welcome. Remember to call the syna-
gogue by Wednesday the 5th to reserve and pay for your place 
at our table!

Next meeting Sunday, 
March 30, 3:00pm

If  you are interested in receiving more 
information, please contact 

Joan and Paul Sher 
mailto:joanzsher@aol.com; 

mailto:paulpsher@gmail.com; 
or mailto:sherpohsu@aol.com; 
to be placed on the email list. 

Jewish Film Club

Naomi Alderman’s Disobedience: a Novel
You may purchase this book from Hilde Jacob in the Women’s League Gift Shop (retails for $14, 

NOW only $12 – while supplies last). Contact her at 503-293-7311.
“For Ronit Krushka, thirty-two and single, who lives on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, 
Orthodox Judaism is a suffocating culture she fl ed long ago.  When she learns that her 

estranged father, the preeminent rabbi of  the London Orthodox Jewish community in which she 
was raised, has died, she leaves behind her Friday night takeout, her troublesome romance, and her 

boisterous circle of  friends and returns home for the fi rst time in years.”  This is the setting for 
Naomi Alderman’s thought-provoking fi rst novel, winner of  the Orange Award for new writers.

The beautifully written novel raises issues of  the confl icting pulls of  religious and secular desire 
and the diffi culties of  growing up.  Her wonderful character descriptions move the novel forward 

and her struggles come across as very real.  The novel is relatively short and quite accessible 
On the model of  “Portland Reads, Neveh Shalom Reads” will encourage a broad readership 

within our Neveh Shalom community and then provide opportunities in group settings to share 
our reactions.  Watch for upcoming announcements in Rabbi Isaak’s weekly email. 

Neveh Shalom Reads!
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Library 
Winter hours

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 9am to 2pm. 

Sunday morning and Wednesday 
nights when Religious School 

is in Session
Evenings by appointment.

Women’s League
Judaica Gift Shop 

TORAH FUND CARDS ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL EVENTS…..

Gift Shop
WinterHours

Construction is underway and we are anticipating 
moving into our new space.  However, the shop 

is and will be open through the construction.  We 
are waiting to hear from you about your needs and 
wants so we can plan to meet them as we prepare 

to go into our new space.
Purim is upon us.  We have an assortment of  

grogers and walking hamentaschen!  These you 
have to see to believe!  We also have window 

cling decorations.   

Monday – Friday  10AM – noon
When religious school is in session

Monday & Thursday  4:15 PM – 5:45 PM
Wednesday  6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Sunday  9:30 AM – noon

First Tuesday of  the Month 7 PM – 8:30 PM 
when Melton School is in session

Volunteers are always needed.  We need two special 
people; one to take care of  the greeting cards and 
another person to take care of  the CDs.  These 
jobs require one or maybe two mornings a month 
to inventory and keep track of  what we have and 
what we need and help select stock.  Please call 
Sue Axel at 503.297.9140 or Ann Yudman at 
503.297.9140 to participate.  We look forward to 
working with you.

THINK PASSOVER!
HAGGADOT  for all ages, CHILDREN’S books for all 
ages to explain the holiday, COOKBOOKS to make the 

holiday special, and much more.
 Available in the BOOK NOOK  of  the Gift Shop.  

Come early for best selection.

NEW ARRIVALS at the 
Feldstein Library:

   CHURCHILL AND THE JEWS by Martin Gilbert
      The author sheds new light on Churchill’s support of  

the Jewish people around the time of  World War ll.  
Gilbert  opens a window on the heroic aspect of

Churchill’s brilliant life and career.
MODERN JEWISH MOM’S GUIDE TO SHABBAT 

by Meredith Jacobs
An inspirational hands-on guide to help keep an age-old 

ritual alive.
HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

 by James Kugel
It offers a great insider’s look at the work of  today’s Bible 
scholars.  It is readable, clear and sometimes funny, but it 

offers a whole new way of  thinking
 about the Bible.

CELEBRATIING THE JEWISH YEAR: The Winter 
Holidays: Haunukkah, TuB’Shvat, Purim 

by  Paul Steinberg
You’ll learn the origins of  the holidays and  gain deeper 
insights into the season’s themes, also you will discover 

new ways to celebrate.
 SPIRITUAL RADICAL: Abraham Joshua 

Heschel in America 
by Edward K Kaplan

A fi rst full account of  the life of  America’s greatest 
thinker during World War ll and after.
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DATED MATERIAL

WHEN A DEATH OCCURS
Call the synagogue offi ce 503.246.8831 so that we may inform Rabbi Isaak and/or Rabbi Greenstein and be of assistance. During business hours, ask for 
Michelle Caplan, ext 114. After business hours, on weekends & holidays, contact Michelle Caplan at 503.481.0164, Rabbi Isaak 503.228.8819 or the 
funeral home of your choice for assistance. Most Jewish funerals in Portland are arranged by Holman Funeral Service, 503.232.5131. 
If you wish Tahara for your loved one —respectful preparation for burial according to ancient Jewish tradition—you may request it from Holman’s Funeral 
Home or the funeral home of your choice. The funeral home will then notify The Chevra. 

The Chronicle is a publication of 
Congregation Neveh Shalom
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, OR 97239 
Provided free with membership.

DAILY MINYAN
Monday - Friday 7:15 am

Rosh Chodesh 7am
Sundays and Holidays 9:00 am

SHABBAT SERVICES
Erev Shabbat, Friday

1st, 4th & 5th Friday of the Month 
6:15pm ONLY

2nd and 3rd Friday of the Month 
6:15pm and 8:15pm

Shabbat, Saturday, 9 am
Every Saturday: Shabbat Child Care

Please call 503.246.8831 to reserve space.
If you would like to participate in the 

main sanctuary, please call the CNS office at 
503.246.8831, ext 100

Tot Shabbat/Shabbat Kids
1st & 3rd Shabbat, 10:15 am, Room TBD 

 Shabbat Kiddush Club (3rd-5th graders)
1st & 3rd Shabbat, 10:00 am, Room TBD. 

DOWNSTAIRS MINYAN
2nd and 4th Shabbat, Room TBD

3rd Shabbat at the Robison Home
If you would like to lead the davening for 

Shaharit, Torah, or Mussaf please call
Mark Sherman, 503.245.0571

Eleanor Fischer 
Dial-In Service

If you are unable to attend 
Shabbat services, dial in to hear 
them. Call 503.246.8832

DIRECTORY
Congregation Neveh Shalom  Affi liated with USCJ

Offi ce 503.246.8831, FAX 503.246.7553 
http://www.nevehshalom.org
email: mailto:info@nevehshalom.org
Rabbi Daniel Isaak
ext 115, mailto:disaak@nevehshalom.org
Rabbi Bradley Greenstein
ext 136, mailto:bgreenstein@nevehshalom.org
Rabbi Emeritus Joshua Stampfer
ext 119, mailto:jstampfer@nevehshalom.org
Cantor Linda Shivers
503.293.7301, mailto:cantor@nevehshalom.org
Fred Rothstein, Executive Director
ext 134, mailto:frothstein@nevehshalom.org
Sandy Axel, President
503.292.3425, mailto:sandyaxel@msn.com 

Kindle the Sabbath 
Candles

Ba-rukh atah A-do-nay, e-lo-hay-
nu me-lekh ha-olam a-sher kid-
sha-nu be-mitz-votav ve-tzi-van-
nu li-hadlik ner shel Shabbat.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our 
God, King of the Universe, 
Who has sanctified us by Thy 
commandments, and has 
commanded us to kindle the 
sabbath lights. 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Friday,  March       7

Friday,  March      14

Friday,  March      21

Friday,  March      22 

5:49pm

6:58pm

7:07pm

7:17pm

Darlene Arntson, Admin. Asst.
ext 135, mailto:darntson@nevehshalom.org
Marci Atkins, Clergy Asst. & Events Coordinator
503.293.7308, mailto:matkins@nevehshalom.org
Susan Bernstein, Director, Youth Education 
503.293.7306, mailto:sbernstein@nevehshalom.org
JoAnn Bezodis, Program & Fundraising Director
503.293.7309, mailto:jbezodis@nevehshalom.org
Mary Blankenship, Admin. Asst.
ext 111, mailto:mblankenship@nevehshalom.org
Michelle Caplan, Member Services Director
503.293.7305, mailto:mcaplan@nevehshalom.org
Marg Everett, Admin. Asst.
ext 112, mailto:meverett@nevehshalom.org
Joe Goodman, Men’s Club Co-President
mailto:j3ngoodman@comcast.net
Hilde Jacob, Librarian
503.293.7311, mailto:hjacob@nevehshalom.org
Lisa Kitchen, Graphics/Admin. Asst.
ext 133, mailto:lkitchen@nevehshalom.org
Dayle Maizels-Tyrrell, Religious School Asst.
503.293.7312, mailto:dayle@nevehshalom.org
Julie Marquis, Reception/Admin. Asst.
ext 100, mailto:jmarquis@nevehshalom.org
Wendi Menashe, Capital Campaign Coordinator, 
mailto:wmenashe@nevehshalom.org
James Monaghan, Cemetery Maintnance971.207.6974
Caron Blau Rothstein, Program Coordinator
ext 139, mailto:crothstein@nevehshalom.org
Jan Skolnik, Foundation School Director.
503.293.7307, mailto:jskolnik@nevehshalom.org
Sheila Stern, Foundation School Asst.
503.293.7307, mailto:sstern@nevehshalom.org
Bruce Stern, Men’s Club Co-President,     
mailto:bruce@thesternfamily.net
Susan Sutherlin & Linda Alpert, Women’s 
League Co-Presidents & Judaica Shop, ext 127
Debbi Villani-Allen, Administrative Director
ext 125, mailto:dvillani@nevehshalom.org
Helene Wren, Youth Services Director
503.293.7314, mailto:hwren@nevehshalom.org

         Construction is happening at Neveh Shalom   
            so please continue to be prepared for changes in
                 parking, locations for classes as well as   
                     for services. Please call the Neveh Shalom office  
                    at 503.246.8831 or check for postings 
                       for more information.



Neveh Shalom Pre-Passover Shabbat Dinner Friday, April 18, 2008
Please return the bottom portion of this form to Julie in the offi ce by Monday, April 14, 2008.

Adult: $14  Children: (10 and under) $7  Household Maximum is $42

# of Adults_____  # of Children 10 & under______    

Congregation Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, Or 97239, 503.246.8831  http://www.nevehshalom.org

Name 

Address

Phone                                              Email

Check enclosed for the amount of $______    or              Bill my membership account          

1 more fl yer on other side

Friday, April 18, Early Chik Chok 
service at 6:15pm followed 

by our all member shabbat dinner.
NOTE: No 8:15 service. 

Chicken soup made? Dishes changed? 
Kitchen “kashered”? Table set? 

GREAT! Then you’re ready for seder and 
free to join us for our

PRE PASSOVER SHABBAT DINNER



Plan to join Rabbi Bradley and Sarah Greenstein for our 
Second Night Seder on Sunday, April 20, 5:00pm. 

Fabulous food will be provided by our own Allen Levin along 
with an interactive and meaningful Seder experience.

Supervised childcare will be available as needed throughout 
the seder at no additional cost. 

Reservations required, kindly RSVP by April 9
Seating is limited and will be fi lled on a fi rst-come basis. 

Passover Second 
Night Seder

Neveh Shalom Passover Second Night Seder Sunday, April 20, 2008
Please return the bottom portion of this form to Julie Marquis in the Neveh Shalom offi ce by April 9, 2008.

Adult: $30 Member $35 Non-member  Children(5-12) $20 Member $25 Non-member 4 and under $10

# of Adults_____       # of Children(5-12)_____   # of children (4 and under)_____ 

Congregation Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, Or 97239, 503.246.8831  http://www.nevehshalom.org

Name 

Address

Phone                                                           Email

Check enclosed for the amount of $______    or         Bill my membership account          

1 more fl yer on other side



Date:  Sunday  March 9th
Time:  3:00 P.M.
Place:  Birnbach Hall
Cost:  $3.00 per person $7.50 per family  
Refreshments will be served

Women’s League 
Presents the Israeli 

award winning film  

“Ushpizin”

I t  is the eve of the Succoth hol iday, but Moshe 
Bellanga (Shuli  Rand), a devout Or thodox Jew, 
does not have enough money to afford either 
a proper Succah (temporary dwell ing) or the 
blessings that he and his wife Mall i  (Michal Bat 
Sheva Rand) are expected to make. When they 
become the recipients of an anonymous gif t  of 
$1,000, they are able to decorate an abandoned 
Succah and purchase a perfect ci tron, meant to 
bless the couple with their f i rst chi ld. Meanwhile, 
two former associates of Moshe’s escape from 
pr ison and take up residence in the Succah, 
abusing the couple’s hospital i ty and mocking 
their bel iefs. ‘Ushpizin,’

Women’s League movie night, Sunday, March 9th, 3pm
Please mail or drop-off payment to 

Congrega t ion  Neveh  Sha lom a t ten t i on  Women ’s  League  2900  SW Peace fu l  Lane,  Po r t l and ,  Or  97239 

Make checks payable to Neveh Shalom Women’s League

Tickets $3 per person $7.50 per family

Total Amount Enclosed $__________

Congregation Neveh Shalom 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland Or 503.246.8831 http://www.nevehshalom.org

Name(s)___________________________________________Phone: ________________
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Kira Abramovitz Bat Mitzvah

Jacobson Menahse Bar Mitzvah

9am Combined Shabbat      

        Service

9am Torah Study w/Rabbi
10:15am Tot Shabbat &  
 Shabbat Kids

4pm Misgav Minyan

9am Shabbat Service
9am Torah Study with Rabbi
9:30am Downstairs Minyan

9am FS parent Coffee 

3pm Kochavim/Notz'tzim

4:15pm Hebrew School

6pm Religious High School

3pm Kochavim

4:15pm Notz'tzim

6pm Religious High School

9am Shabbat Service

9am Torah Study w/Rabbi

10am Tot Shabbat &  

      Shabbat Kids

9am Religious School
9:15am Shoreshim Mtg.
9:30am 2nd Grd Parent MTG

9:45am Parent Parallel Ed- 
   Rabbi Isaak
1pm USY WInterhawks game
2pm Rosh Hodesh Group

9am Melton
4:15pm Hebrew school
5pm Talmud
6pm Finance Committee
7pm Melton
7:30pm Gay/Lesbian Havurah Mtg.

1pm Mahjongg 

3pm Kochavim

4:15pm Hebrew School

6:45pm Hebrew Class

8pm Hebrew Class

9:30am OBR Meeting
12pm AJC brown 
bag lunch w/ Dr. Mark 

Rosenblum
4:15pm Hebrew School
4:30pm Bible class
6:30pm Intro to USY Dinner

7pm Or Chadash

7:30pm Executive Mtg

6pm Kabbalat Shabbat   
         Singing Service
7:30 All member Shabbat  
        Dinner

9am Combined Shabbat  
 Service
9am Torah Study w/Rabbi

9am Combined Shabbat  
         Service
9am Torah Study w/Rabbi

6:15pm Early shabbat  
              Services

12pm Lunch and Learn @ Intel

4:15pm Hebrew School
4:30pm Bible class
6pm Childrens Purim Service
7:15pm Purim Services 

4:30pm Bible Class
7pm Youth Ed Mtg.
7:30pm Board Meeting

10:30am FS Purim Parade
6pm Melton Shabbat Dinner
6:15pm Chik-Chok    
               Services and Dinner
8:15 Shabbat Services

6:15pm Shabbat Unpugged
8:15pm Shabbat Services
Jr Kadima/Kadima       
    Shabbaton

4:15pm Hebrew School
4:30pm Bible class
7pm Or Chadash
6pm Ritual Committee 
8:30pm Executive Mtg

9am Religious School
9:30am Men's club
9:45am Parent ParallelEd-    

           w/Rabbi Isaak
11am Vaad Shel Chesed
12:30pm Jr Kadima
3pm WL Movie
7pm Writers & Scholars lecture 

1pm Mahjongg 

3pm Kochavim/Notz'tzim

4:15pm Hebrew School

6:45pm Hebrew Class

7:30pm Israel Affairs Mtg.

8pm Hebrew Class

8:30am FS Photos
9am Melton
12pm Senior Lunch
4:15pm Hebrew school
5pm Talmud
7pm Melton

9am Melton
4:15pm Hebrew School
5pm Talmud
6pm Finanace Committee Mtg.
7pm Melton
7pm Orchestra Rehearsal

1pm Mahjongg 

3pm Kochavim/Notz'tzim

4:15pm Hebrew School

6:45pm Hebrew Class

7pm Or Chadash

8pm Hebrew Class

1pm Mahjongg 

7pm Or Chadash
9am Melton
5pm Talmud
7pm Melton

9am Religious School
9:45am Parent Parallel Ed- 
   Rabbi Isaak
5pm Neveh Shalom Auction
   at MJCC

1pm Mahjongg 

3pm Kochavim/Notz'tzim

4:15pm Hebrew School

7pm Or Chadash

10am Unveiling- 
      Bernard Korber

1pm Kadima Rock Climbing
3pm Jewish Flim Group
3pm March Madness w/Join

17 2019 21

25 26 27

PEKUDEI

VAYIKRA

TZAV

SHEMINI

Purim Purim

Spring Break No Classes

Spring Break No Classes Retreat With Rabbi Isaak
Retreat With Rabbi Isaak

3pm Kochavim

4:15pm Notz'tzim

4:15pm Hebrew School

5:45PM Guest Speaker-

 Yofa Aberboy




