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Connecting with Neveh Shalom

Rabbi Stampfer Community Enrichment Award

TICHON 
Interfaith Dialogue
Our 10th grade TICHON comparative 
religion students met with youth from Bilal 
Mosque in mid-November. The evening 
was a wonderful opportunity to welcome 
our friends from Bilal and for our youth 
to discuss and compare their experiences 
of  being Jewish and Muslim in Portland.

Mazel Tov to Gary and Carolyn Weinstein, this year's honorees at the Rabbi Stampfer Community Enrichment Award Dinner. 
Other honorees include the Rabbi Stampfer Interfaith Awardee: Reverend Dr. Rodney Page and the Merritt Linn Community 
Enrichment Youth Recognition Program Awardees: Noa Cohen of Cong. Shaarie Torah, Maude Elovitz of Cong. Neveh Shalom/
USY, Samantha Safirstein of Cong. Beth Israel/NIFTY, Derek Song of OJCYF (nominated through OJCYF and a CNS member). 

New Sandbox
The Men's Club of CNS, Foundation School parents 
and ALIYAH parents all came together to build a brand 
new sandbox in our courtyard. Todah rabah (thank 
you very much) to everyone who helped out.

Foundation School 
Thanksgiving
Morah Leah, Morah Justin, Rabbi Kosak 
and Rabbi Posen led a group stretch at the 
Foundation School Thanksgiving Program.
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And That Has Made All 
the Difference
By Rabbi David Kosak
The first poem I had to memorize for school was Robert 
Frost’s The Road Not Taken. Perhaps you remember its first 
line, “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood.” In short order, it 
tells the story of a person on a journey and uncertain which 
path to take. Looking at the options, the narrator understands 
how that single choice will irrevocably change everything that 
follows. 

This is one of those truisms of life that can drive you a bit 
meshugeh if you think about it too much. After all, foresight 
is pretty hard to come by. I’d like to believe that most of us 
make the best choices we can from the options available to 
us using the best knowledge we have at the time. We try to 
eat healthy foods and exercise so we can feel better now 
and tomorrow. We work hard in school so that we will have 
more work options in years to come and feel proud about our 
current accomplishments. We endeavor to act ethically so 
that we minimize the harm we cause to those around us and 
can sleep with a clear conscience.

Thinking about the poem, I remembered that although we 
may not be able to predict the future, we have more ability to 
think about the many choices we’ve made that have brought 
us to this present moment. At a recent new member brunch 
at the synagogue, congregants discussed what brought them 
to join Neveh Shalom. For some, their Jewish identity was 
never a question mark, and our congregational family offered 
the right mix of community, programming and education for 
their family needs. Others got here by more indirect ways, 

having grown up in Ethiopia 
or towns with only one other 
Jewish friend. A few of us, myself 
included, had to separate from 
the Jewish community for some 
period of years to discover a 
way back.

Being able to think about our 
history in this way is a rather 
special gift. We may not know 
which way the paths in front of 
us will lead. If we exert some 
effort, though, we can better understand how we got to 
where we are.

This edition of the Chronicle features an overarching theme-- 
“Our Footprint.” That seems an appropriate notion as we 
near the season of Tu B’Shvat which traditionally marks the 
birthday of the trees. In recent decades, this has become a 
Jewish way of recognizing environmental concerns. 

It also reminds us that footprints provide us with an intriguing 
biography of what was, in the hope that this knowledge can 
change what might yet be. Who as a child wasn’t fascinated 
by dinosaur footprints and other fossil remains and wasn’t 
left wondering why the dinosaurs disappeared? This same 
curiosity drove an art project at Beth El Synagogue Center’s 
pre-school in New Rochelle, NY where my kids and I pressed 
our heels into plaster of paris to create a mold. Those 
footprints were mounted on the wall where they remain a 
reminder of our time there.

Judaism’s commitment to introspection and teshuvah reflects 
our belief in the ecology of the soul and the permanent marks 
our actions leave in the world. If you are a hiker, you may know 
how Chief Seattle’s statement, “Take nothing but memories, 
leave nothing but footprints” became the camper’s adage. 

Whether we want to or not, we all leave footprints. Mitch 
Albom, in his best-seller, The Five People You Meet in Heaven, 
wrote, "It is because the human spirit knows, deep down, 
that all lives intersect. That death doesn't just take someone, 
it misses someone else, and in the small distance between 
being taken and being missed, lives are changed."

Continued on page 4

Rabbi Kosak giving a talk during his "Walking Our Talk: A Musar 
Meandering" this past November.
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Exploring the Future
Just because the winter rains hit doesn’t mean you have to 
stop exploring. We’re still relatively new to Portland, but 
we learned that lesson quickly. Even within the walls of the 
synagogue you’ll find new places and ways to explore all the 
time, and this period between major holidays is the perfect 
opportunity.

For the younger generation, CNS is full of physical exploration. 
It’s a big place to a little explorer. If you ask anyone who grew 
up here at CNS, they’ll tell you that one of the best hiding 
and playing spaces in the building is under the stairs outside 
Birnbach Hall. It’s a cozy hideaway where you can hear 
the activity happening nearby, and yet you’re somewhat 
secluded. This is one of Shiri’s favorite spots to go with friends 
after services, and it’s a clear sign that our environment at 
CNS is one where our children feel at home exploring.

Of course our synagogue is just one of the environments in 
which our children and adults can explore and navigate their 
Judaism. One of the best environments for our exploration is 
the great outdoors, especially in the Pacific Northwest. There 
is something magical about standing outside in the rain and 
saying the blessing for the rainbow that has just appeared. 

There are also explorations that are less physical and more 
emotional. For children and adults alike, that might mean 
exploring new friendships and relationships. How well do you 
really know the people you see on a monthly or yearly basis? 
Winter is great time to rediscover community ties and get 
reacquainted. 

Then there is my favorite exploration of all, that of our religion 
itself. Torah study, continuing education programming, Aliyah, 
daily minyan – these are just some of the regular opportunities 

that keep our shul buzzing with activity. And no matter how 
many times I hear (or give) d’vrei Torah on the same parshiyot 
year after year, I love nothing more than learning something 
new each time.

With all types of exploration in mind, I’m excited to announce 
our first family retreat at Camp Solomon Schechter in 
Olympia, Washington. It’s the perfect way to combine 
exploration of spaces (both indoors and out), friendships, 
and Judaism. This two-night trip is designed for families with 
children ages 0 through 2nd grade the weekend of April 28-
30, 2017. Together we will enjoy bringing in and celebrating 
Shabbat as a community, enjoying our natural surroundings, 
sharing meals, and having fun with each other. Contact me to 
reserve spots for your family or if you have any questions. This 
promises to be an experience that enlivens your Judaism and 
brightens your soul. RSVP: tinyurl.com/CNSFamilyCamp2017

Whether we are discussing our carbon footprints or the imprint our acts of kindness leave on the world, we struggle to grasp 
how essential our every act is. I suspect that we would feel overwhelmed if we always held that simple and impossible truth 
in the center of our field of vision. 

We may never be able to unravel the full biography of our impact on the world, but we shouldn’t therefore imagine that 
our acts don’t matter. In a very deep way, nothing in life is random. I hope you will enjoy these stories of footprints. Most 
importantly, I pray you will not forget how significant we all are.

Warmth and blessings,
Rav D

Rabbi David Kosak continued from page 3

By Rabbi Eve Posen
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President's Corner

Stephen Blake

Tu B’Shvat, a minor holiday 
on the Jewish calendar, is 
often called the birthday of 
the trees. It helped farmers 
mark the age of their trees 
and when they would have to 
begin tithing based on their 
harvest. Jewish mystics in the 
Middle Ages saw it as a link 
to the land of Israel and those 
same mystics in Safed began 
the tradition of a Tu B’Shvat 
Seder. Some modern day Jews 
see a link between Tu B’Shvat 
and the environment. It has 
become a day of commitment to protecting the environment. 
Judaism teaches that the earth is the Creator's, and that we are to 
be partners and co-workers with God in preserving our planet and 
its resources. As Jews we have a moral and an ethical obligation to 
protect the earth.

Tu B’Shvat is an opportunity for us to bring this often unheralded 
holiday into our lives not only on the day of its celebration but 
in other ways as well. Perhaps it is a day to take a walk, truly 
notice the trees around you and appreciate the environment and 
wonders of nature. Perhaps this is the year to plant a vegetable 
garden, or a fruit tree, tend it and benefit from its bounty. Perhaps 
this is the time to discuss ways in which your family can be more 
environmentally friendly.

We are blessed at Congregation Neveh Shalom to be situated 
in a park-like setting surrounded by the majestic beauty of the 
northwest. We understand that it is our responsibility to do 
our part to protect this beauty. Did you know that our building 
has been recognized for the steps we have taken to lessen our 
environmental impact (read more about this on page 10)? Do you 
know about our Shomrei Teva group that is working regularly to 
restore the natural habitat of the lovely creekside area along the 
synagogue?

We all have to work at fulfilling our responsibility to preserve and 
protect our environment. Let this upcoming Tu B’Shvat be your 
inspiration to continue this effort.

"As Jews we have a moral and an 
ethical obligation to protect the earth."
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The 2017 Annual Fundraiser Chairs: Michelle and Jon Caplan

Pizmon Visits Neveh Shalom
By Cantor Deborah Bletstein

Every year it is exciting to 
learn more about who is 
chairing the annual fundraiser. 
Members since 1999, Michelle 
and Jon Caplan were inspired 
to give back to a community 
that supported them during a 
rough year. 

On April 21, 2016, not long 
after they celebrated their son 

Andrew’s Bar Mitzvah, Michelle learned that she had breast 
cancer. Shortly after, she underwent a bi-lateral mastectomy 
including an immediate reconstruction. Michelle’s final 
surgery occurred on Aug 23rd.

“Our family could not have gotten through this last year 
without our kehillah (community) - The calls, the visits, 
assistance with meals, help with rides - we are forever 
grateful,” Michelle explained. “We wanted to do something 
to publicly show our appreciation for the love and care 
that Neveh Shalom offered to our family this year. And we 
wanted to do something that could help make a difference 
to positively impact others. It is our way to close the chapter 
of this difficult year.”

The fundraiser’s Mardi Gras theme truly represents the 
Caplans’ commitment to celebrating life. This year’s event 
will be a ton of fun with a unique ambiance and unparalleled 
entertainment. Don’t miss the opportunity to join us on 
Sunday, February 26, 2017.

In March, Neveh Shalom 
is excited to host Pizmon, 
a Jewish a capella (vocal 
music without instrumental 
accompaniment) ensemble. 
Pizmon, (which in Hebrew 
means the chorus or stanza 
of a song) is a student-run 
group, founded in 1987 that is 
affiliated with many academic 
institutions on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan including: 
Columbia University, Barnard 

College and The Jewish Theological Seminary (my alma 
mater). The personnel rotate as students enter and then 
graduate from their various programs.

Pizmon is visiting during their annual Music Outreach 
Initiative spring break trip, when they visit communities that 
they are unable to reach during the school year. In their own 
words: “Through this trip, we aspire to heighten the Jewish 
experience of the communities we visit, engage in community 
service oriented work, and spread our love of Jewish music 
to residents of old age homes, hospitals, schools, and 
congregations. The funds we raise from our performances 
during the academic year allow us to cover the bulk of the 
expenses of our Music Outreach Initiative. In the past, we have 

traveled overseas to countries including Costa Rica, Panama, 
England, Wales, France, Ukraine, Canada, Israel, Poland, and 
Brazil, and domestically to New Mexico, Arizona, Washington, 
California, Alabama, Florida, and Georgia.” And now Portland, 
Oregon!

We have invited the teens from Shaarie Torah to be with 
us for this special evening during our ALIYAH program time 
on Wednesday, March 15th (see flier). Our students will 
have dinner with Pizmon from 6:00-6:30pm, and then the 
community is invited for the concert in the Main Sanctuary 
at 7:00 p.m. After a short cookie break, we will move into a 
special teens-only workshop with Pizmon, where our kids will 
be taught one of the group’s vocal arrangements, and will 
have a Q & A session following the singing. This program has 
been sponsored by the clergy of Neveh Shalom, including our 
emeriti!

We are proud to have these wonderful Jewish college role 
models coming to teach us and leave their “footprint” at 
Neveh Shalom. We know that music brings so much to our 
lives, and I’m confident that the energy and innovation in 
Jewish music that Pizmon will bring us will be a treat for all. 
Please plan to join us for the concert and make sure your 
teens are present for this very special evening!

In harmony, 
Cantor Bletstein
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Upcoming B'nai Mitzvah 

Joshua Berkman – January 7
Joshua Berkman is the son of Eric 
Berkman  and Akiko Saito, brother to 
Mackenzie and Alena and grandson 
of Dr. Marv and Carol Berkman of 
Eugene, Oregon and Akio and Joanne 
Saito of Redding, California. Josh 
enjoys school at Mt. Tabor Middle 
School, a Japanese immersion 
school. Josh is a 7th grader and is an active member of the 
Math Engineering and Science Achievement Club.  An avid 
sports and science enthusiast, Josh dreams of becoming a 
jet engineer one day. He has summered at Camp Solomon 
Schechter since 1st grade and started his Jewish education 
at age three at Foundation school.  He is busy having fun 
raising four chickens, skiing with his dad and sisters, talking 
politics with just about anyone and studying Japanese with 
his best friends from the International School.

Miles Greenberg – January 14
Miles Greenberg, in 7th grade at 
Oregon Episcopal School, is a good 
student who has always taken an 
insightful look at the world and is 
also a talented club level soccer 
player. Miles spends four weeks each 
summer in the San Juan Islands at 
camp Nor’wester, living in a teepee 
and running with a pack of good 
friends. Grandparents, from Mexico, 
Minnesota and Portland will come to hear Miles read out 
of the family’s Torah. His brother, Solomon and parents, 
Jennifer and Andrew could not be prouder.

Carolyn Levy – January 21
Carolyn Levy is the daughter of Jo 
and Charles Levy, sister to Isabelle, 
Benjamin, Isaac and Raphael, 
and granddaughter of Louis and 
Norma Kerlinsky of Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts and Meier  (z"l) and 
Simi (z"l) Levy of Essaouria, Morocco 
and Hedera, Israel. Coco is a 7th 
grader at West Sylvan Middle School 
where she plays bass clarinet in the 
band and has acted in six school plays with West Sylvan 
Drama. She loves reading, writing, cooking and spending 
time with friends. Every year, she looks forward to 
returning to Camp Solomon Schechter, where she has been 
a camper since 2nd grade.

Jackson Klein – February 4
Jackson Klein is the son of Christine 
and Ken Klein of Portland, Oregon, 
grandson of Elena Selleck, and 
nephew to David and Pria Poulsen, 
of Reno Nevada.   Jackson is a 7th 
grader at Robert Grey Middle 
School where he plays flute in the 
school and stage bands.  He spends 
his summers at B’nai B’rith Camp, 
enjoying the tubeing   and white 
water rafting.  Jackson enjoys travel, especially if it includes 
good food and swimming in a warm ocean.   He enjoys 
frequenting Multnomah Village with his friends and mixing 
it up with his labradoodle, Woody.

Jonathan Segal – February 18
Jonathan Segal is the son of David 
and Janine Segal, brother to Sydney, 
and grandson of Harry and Zandra 
Rosenblatt of Tustin, California. A 7th 
grade student at the Oregon Episcopal 
School, Jonathan, an avid fan of all 
sports, plays soccer, basketball, and 
lacrosse. He is also is a member of 
the FC Portland/NEU 2004 US Soccer 
Development Academy team. This 
year Jonathan spent eight months in Munich, Germany, 
and was able to travel around Europe and to Israel.

2009

Taking the LEED

In 2009, Neveh Shalom 
proudly earned the US Green 
Building Council’s LEED Silver 
certification. This certification 
means that our 2008 addition 
meets a certain level of eco-
friendly requirements including 
but not limited to construction 
activity pollution prevention, indoor and outdoor 
water use reduction, building-level water metering, 
minimum energy performance, storage and collection 
of recyclables, construction and demolition waste 
management planning, and indoor air quality 
performance.
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Little Feet, Big Feat
By Cory Raiton

Who loves the sound of screaming children and running 
feet? Inevitably, after every Foundation School event that 
takes place in Birnbach Hall, the children end up running 
around the social hall squealing with joy. Three years ago, 
the Foundation School Parent Committee decided to put 
this renewable energy to good use by launching the Tree 
of Life Walk-a-Thon. Now in its third year, the Walk-a-Thon 
makes the birthday of the trees an exciting holiday for our 
Foundation School community to get behind. 

In learning about Tu B'Shvat, our teachers work with 
students  to create experiences with and about trees that 
engage all of the senses.  From observational drawings of 
trees that develop fine motor skills and focus, to whole-
body tree hugging that creates a joyful connection to our 
environment, Foundation School students spend time leading 
up to the holiday engaged in meaningful tree-appreciation.

To celebrate this festival of growth and renewal, Foundation 
School students, siblings and alumni are invited to come 
together as a community for the annual Tree of Life Walk-a-
Thon. Each class will make a Tu B'Shvat themed art installation 
for the event. “The art projects are a great vehicle for the 
morot [teachers] to teach kids about the holiday,” says event 
chair, Carina Lovitt. “It’s also a great way for the kids to be 
vested in the event. Even parents get involved – converting 
the social hall into a tree-lined pathway and setting the 
mood.” 

Students get sponsored to walk with friends in an 
environmentally-friendly effort to raise funds for Foundation 
School classrooms. It’s an easy, active way the Neveh Shalom 
school community can come together, have some fun, and 
stock classrooms with enriching materials. “I like the walk-a-
thon because it’s a fun way to get exercise, see some of my 
friends and it’s just really fun,” said Amélie Luyties, age 8.

“The Walk-a-Thon touches on the idea of ‘Our Footprint’ 
both literally and figuratively,” says Leah Conley, Director of 
Early Childhood Education. “Our students and alumni walk 
laps around the social hall to symbolize the impact of our 
environmental footprint. At the same time, they’re raising 
funds with every lap to help stock our classrooms with the 
tools we need to support early learning – the first step to a 
robust Jewish identity.”

In years past, through the generosity of friends and family 
that sponsor the walkers, this event has raised over $3,500 for 
Foundation School classrooms, allowing teachers to address 
specific needs and support the growth of each Foundation 
School student. Past wish list items that have been purchased 
with funds raised have included classroom iPads, light tables, 
cameras to support emergent curriculum documentation, 
and much more. 

The third annual Tree of Life Walk-a-Thon will take place 
on Sunday, February 12, 2017 from 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
in Birnbach Hall. 
ALIYAH students, 
whether Foundation 
School alumni or 
not, can head on 
over to the social hall 
immediately following 
religious school 
and join the walk. 
Foundation School 
feet and ALIYAH feet 
alike will walk, run, 
skip and jump toward 
a firmer foundation 
for our planet and our 
school. 
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Little Feet, Big Feat

Want to register your child, sponsor one or simply 
donate? It could not be simpler. Find a family you 
want to support or visit foundationschoolpdx.org

Aside from the Walk-a-Thon, there are plenty of 
other ways for the whole family to celebrate Tu 
B'Shvat at home:

EAT
One Tu B'Shvat custom is to eat a new fruit on 
the 15th of Shvat, or you can sample each of 
the Seven Species (Shvat Haminim) described in  
Deuteronomy (8:8): wheat, barley, grapes (vines), 
figs, pomegranates, olives, dates (honey)

In many homes, families sample the Shvat Haminim 
in a particular order – at a seder, not unlike a Pesach 
seder.

PLANT
Some people plant trees in their community or 
home – and others donate a tree to Israel at this 
time of year. Visit www.jnf.org/jnf-tree-planting-
center to plant yours!

READ
Books are a gateway to understanding and 
conversation. Start a conversation with your kids 
about how we can be kinder to our world with these 
books aimed at conservationism, sustainability and 
environmental stewardship.

Early Readers
•	 A Tree is Nice by Janice Udry
•	 It’s Tu B’Shevat by Edie Stoltz Zolkower
•	 The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
•	 Tokyo Digs a Garden by Jon-Eric Lappano

Middle Readers
•	 Leaving Our Mark by Nancy Dickman
•	 Living in a Sustainable Way by Megan Copp
•	 The Everything Kids’ Environment Book by 

Sheri Amsel
•	 50 Ways to Save the Earth by Anne Jankeliowitch

The Footprint of Jewish 
Education by Mel Berwin

What is a footprint? An 
impression, a temporary 
mark of our time in a 
place. We now talk about 
carbon footprints or digital 
footprints—by which we 
mean a more lasting mark of 
our presence. In our Jewish 
tradition we have a quote 
from Bahya Ibn Pakuda, a 
philosopher and rabbi who 
lived in the 11th century: 

“Days are like scrolls...write on them only what you wish to 
be remembered.” Isn’t this the same idea as leaving only a 
positive footprint?

The idea of scrolls resonates for me more than footprints. 
Maybe because we’re the “people of the book” and our 
books started as scrolls. Maybe because what we know 
about our scrolls is that there is never just one version of 
any story of Jewish life, tradition, or law. Don’t we have 
multiple scrolls, voices, and interpretations for any given 
verse of Torah, holiday recipe, tune for a prayer, or tradition 
for lighting candles? 

When I meet with a new family, I tell them that our biggest 
overall goal in Jewish education is to teach our kids to be 
literate enough, and give them enough real-life Jewish 
experiences, to grow up feeling at home in Judaism. Don’t 
we all feel more comfortable when we know what to do 
(and why) when we walk into a Shabbat service, a Jewish 
wedding or funeral, a Passover seder, or a conversation 
about tzedakah? And beyond that, don’t we want our kids 
to eventually take the reins of Jewish life and lead their own 
families in the traditions that are meaningful to them? At 
every age of our kids’ lives, our job as teachers and parents 
is to lead by example, to translate the content of our lives to 
our kids in meaningful ways, and to discuss with them: why 
do we do this? Our goal is for them to learn the scrolls of 
Jewish life and history and values, to understand them and 
grapple with them and make them meaningful in their own 
lives. 

What is the footprint, the impact, of Jewish education? We 
teach our children so their voices will be added to our scrolls.
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Getting the Green Light
By Jessica Fenton

Have you noticed any changes at Neveh Shalom recently? 
You might be seeing things in a different light…literally! In an 
effort to green our synagogue and save us money, the Building 
and Grounds Committee spearheaded the enormous job of 
replacing much of the building lighting with energy efficient 
LED lamps. 

The lighting changes were made in close consultation with 
Steve Kruss of Light-Waves Electronics, Inc. who worked with 
the Energy Trust of Oregon to get energy efficiency rebates. 
This helped Neveh Shalom receive the fastest possible 
payback on this large investment.

“The goal was two pronged,” Steve explained. “First save 
energy and second improve the quality of the light for all the 
different uses of the buildings. We were able to accomplish 
both.” According to Steve, the energy savings was about 45% 
with long lasting LED lamps that will require no maintenance 
for at least 10 years.  

What’s the bottom line? The cost of the upgrades will be paid 
for in energy savings in less than three years with Energy Trust 
of Oregon rebates covering close to 40% of the installation 
cost. Committee member Ed Kraus hopes that Neveh Shalom 
will save approximately $8,000 to $10,000 a year in lighting 

costs. Essentially, this project helped Neveh 
Shalom go green while saving green!
 
Roy Carmen, chair of the committee, has 
been instrumental in prioritizing reliability 
and functionality when it comes to our 
facility and its complex systems. He shared 
that “the committee deals with ongoing 
building and equipment maintenance, repair 
and upgrades, construction of building and 
grounds improvements and decisions on how 
available funds are allocated.” It also oversees 
projects at our two cemeteries as well as the 
appearance of the property and landscaping. 
This is all made possible through the work 
of dedicated committee volunteers who 
possess experience in business management, 
engineering, building, realty, interior design, 
and other related fields.  

Becoming a greener sanctuary is not easy 
as Neveh Shalom is a very complex building. Originally 
constructed in the early 1960s, it has been remodeled and 
improved upon with challenges that include maintaining and 
improving systems, ensuring they all function together, and 
meeting modern building and safety codes. 

Other notable Building and Grounds projects have included 
Phase I of a kitchen remodel, HVAC evaluations, roofing 
repairs, changes to classrooms, and artwork installations. The 
efforts of the Building and Grounds Committee touch every 
aspect of our synagogue life, and its members’ commitment 
to tikkun olam is evident as they strive to make Neveh Shalom 
a safer, more reliable place.

Building and Grounds Committee: Roy Carmen (Chair), 
Stephen Blake, Ed Kraus, Gary Pearlman, Paul Schlesinger, 
Isaac Simkin, Carolyn Weinsten, Andrew Zvibleman

"The goal was two pronged. First 
save energy and second improve the 

quality of the light.... We were able to 
accomplish both."

An electrician working on the Sanctuary chandeliers
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Standing with Standing Rock
An Interview with Liat Melnick 
By Jenn Director Knudsen

Liat Melnick

Liat Melnick, child of Jeffrey 
Melnick and Dana Benson-
Melnick, has traveled twice 
to North Dakota, to stand 
with Native Americans and 
fellow non-Natives to help 
fight the Dakota Access 
Pipeline (DAPL). A Goucher 
College graduate now living 
in Baltimore, Liat shared 
some reflections on Standing 
Rock, the Water Protectors 
and Judaism. Comments 
here are edited for length 
and clarity.

For context: Over 300 tribes have been represented at Standing 
Rock North Dakota to voice dissent over the proposed 1,200-
mile Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL). At The Chronicle deadline, 
more than 5,000 people are gathered at Oceti Sakowin Camp. 
People began gathering in Spring 2016 as Water Protectors 
to protect the Missouri River, which supplies water to tribal 
territory and much of the Midwest. The pipeline would run 
from North Dakota to Illinois. On Dec. 4,, the U.S. Army Corp 
of Engineers announced it is not granting the easement 
needed to drill under the Missouri River. Standing Rock is not 
yet standing down: The company responsible for drilling and 
laying pipe issued the statement, “[It is] fully committed to 
ensuring that this vital project is brought to completion and 
fully expect[s] to complete construction of the pipeline without 
any additional rerouting.…” 

JDK: What inspired you to head (twice) to Standing Rock and 
act as a Water Protector? 
LM: I come at justice work from a racial-equity perspective. 
Standing Rock is a contemporary iteration of how this country 
treats Native people as an obstacle to land acquisition and 
profit. If we frame the conversation only around water and 
oil, we will perpetuate systemic racism against Native and 
indigenous people by erasing their struggle and ignoring 
issues like treaty violations and genocide. Using the term 
Water Protectors (not protestors) roots this work in a history 
of Native resistance. 

In September, I saw a Democracy Now! report on private 
DAPL pipeline security dogs attacking Water Protectors; the 
reporter who broke the story was charged with trespassing. 
The physical violence against Native people and attempted 

media suppression were injustices that I could not ignore. 
After confirming that non-Native allies could be useful at the 
camp, I contacted some friends and together we planned a 
(first) trip to coincide with Sukkot.

I grew up at Neveh Shalom and graduated from its Hebrew 
high school. Judaism has always been an important part of my 
identity. To me, the High Holidays are a time to recommit to 
justice, take account of our responsibilities, and hold ourselves 
and our communities accountable to our values. This year, I 
chose to go to a place and experience a culture entirely new 
to me, to put my body on the front lines. 

The Jewish world is realizing more and more that our 
liberation is bound up with everyone else’s. This is evident in 
the new Conservative siddur’s use of “kol yoshvei tevel” (“for 
all the Earth’s inhabitants”) in prayers for peace. Like righteous 
gentiles from the Holocaust era, we, too, can act righteously 
by humbly standing in solidarity with the Native people, even 
if that means risking our lives. 

JDK: What is your goal regarding Standing Rock? 
LM: What’s happening at Standing Rock is more than just 
activists gathering to prevent a pipeline. Standing Rock is part 
of a larger decolonization process that is crucial for building a 
world without racism and exploitation. The work of tshuvah 
is to reorient our perspectives and life choices. We need to 
reduce our oil dependence; we may need to change how we 
handle our money. We can’t just leave the work to “activists.” 
Everyone is implicated. 

Winter Camp at Standing Rock
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Answering the Call
By Steve Sirkin

Neveh Shalom Men’s Club President Steve Sirkin has seen the 
impact that Mother Earth’s natural disasters can have on our 
communities. Strong winds and rains can flood our hearts 
and homes, and in October of last year, Steve was prepared 
to answer the call for assistance in the wake of Hurricane 
Matthew.

Having been involved with the Red Cross since 2010, Steve was 
“prepared” for deployment. However, when the call came, he 
hesitated as it was not the best of timing. Steve explained, 
“Aside from the fact that I had a number of important 
commitments during the upcoming weeks, the deployment 
affected my ability to observe Yom Kippur.” 

In his own words, Steve writes:

A few days later came the call to deploy with an instruction to 
be at the local headquarters in two hours in order to begin the 
trek east. There was barely time to pack and leave some notes 
for my wife, Dana. In four days, Nathan Holtorf and I covered 
3,000 miles with stops in Baker City, OR; Cheyenne, WY; and 
St. Louis, MO. While we were initially told to aim for Columbia, 
SC, we received a call from Red Cross and were redirected to 
North Carolina. One major complication was that Tuesday 
night marked the beginning of Yom Kippur. Thankfully, I was 
able to utilize Neveh Shalom’s live link to hear the chanting of 
the Kol Nidre prayer from the relative comfort of our motel 
room.

Almost immediately after arriving in Greenville, NC, we were 
directed to a local Lowe’s to pick up a supply of cots from 
one of several trailers that had been pre-positioned in their 
lot. We drove them over to Saint James United Methodist 
Church where we found ourselves setting up a staff shelter in 
two adjacent rooms. Again, I dialed Neveh Shalom’s number 
and was able listen in, over headphones, to the service, while 
assisting with the set up. It was a strangely appropriate way 
to observe the holy day.

Our efforts with the Emergency Response Vehicles represented 
just a small portion of the overall ongoing effort. There were 
literally hundreds of volunteers in the Greenville area alone 
including an amazing crew, tightly cramped in a small room 
at the operations center at the local Red Cross, attempting 
to administer the massive effort. Public shelters, usually at 
schools, being set up and manned. Searching for new ones 
when the schools reopened. They were dealing with the 
logistical challenges of supplying the food, water, clean up 
kits, blankets, bedding, and so much more. All this was being 
replicated in varying degrees in communities across North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.

As we prepared to head home after our two-week deployment, 
the need had not gone away. As the waters were receding, 
people were and would be returning to their damaged homes. 
They would need clean up kits, food, water, and support. 
They would need help with beginning the daunting process of 
getting financial assistance to rebuild their lives, psychological 
support to make it through the difficult times they were facing, 
and the knowledge that they were not forgotten.

Steve has documented his deployment in detail describing 
his efforts supporting those impacted by Hurricane Matthew. 
It is a chilling reminder of how powerful Mother Nature is 
and how important volunteer efforts are in assisting those 
affected by our planet’s natural disasters. Contact Steve for 
the full account at: stevejew18@frontier.com

As we prepared to head home... the need 
had not gone away. As the waters were 
receding, people were returning to their 

damaged homes.
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A Familiar Fusion
Long before it became fashionable to be 
green and the word ‘sustainable’ was 
ubiquitous, landscape architects have 
worked as stewards of the environment. We 
work to restore landscapes that have been 
impacted by the development of homes, 
subdivisions, roads, shopping malls, and 
cities. Landscape architects get involved in 
a vast array of project types including the 
planning and design of parks and trails, urban 
streetscapes, apartments, schools, and even 
your neighbor’s back yard. The goal of all 
of these efforts is to create beautiful places 
that conserve, restore and protect natural 
resources, promote healthy watersheds and 
connect people to each other, the outdoors, and the natural 
world. Judaism, through the concept of Tikkun Olam, works to 
accomplish similar goals of repairing the world and aspiring to 
be a positive force in our communities. 

My fascination with urban plazas, alpine meadows, my 
mother’s garden and my childhood parks led me to become 
a landscape architect. Over the past two decades, I have 
worked on large scale projects including the Orange Line as it 
snakes through downtown Portland and streetscape projects 
in downtown Lake Oswego. I have also been involved with the 
design of several parks including the new entrance to Blue 

Lake Park in Fairview and Foothills Park 
in Lake Oswego. Currently I am working 
with Portland Parks and Recreation on the 
design of Spring Garden Park in southwest 
Portland, which will be constructed this 
summer. This new park will feature a large 
meadow area, playground, picnic shelter 
and walking paths.

Landscape architecture combines design 
and environmental stewardship to create 
spaces that fit into a site’s physical and 
neighborhood aspect. It is “neither art 
nor science, but art  and  science; it fuses 
environmental design with biological and 

cultural ecology.” Again, I am reminded of the dynamic nature 
of Judaism: it is not just a religion, culture or ethnicity, but 
a fusion of the three. As with my projects, Judaism provides 
the opportunity for us to connect to the natural world while 
simultaneously allowing us to be a part of an ever-evolving 
society filled with growth and development. Through holidays, 
such as Tu B'Shvat and Sukkot, we are able to acknowledge 
our relationship with the earth and the gifts of its bounty 
in the midst of our modern, technologically advanced lives. 
This very fusion continues to inspire me personally and 
professionally, and the fruits of my labor may touch your lives 
here in Portland where you least expect it.

By Marianne Zarkin

New Program Director: Daniela Meltzer
Congregation Neveh Shalom is excited 
to welcome Daniela Meltzer as its 
new Program Director. Throughout 
her career, Daniela has worked with 
numerous environmental and social 
justice nonprofits. In recent years, 
she has worked as a consultant in 
event production, marketing and 
communications for organizations such as 
Give a Beat, California Hospital Medical 
Center Foundation, National Medical 
Fellowships, the Children's Nature 
Institute and many more.  She sits on the 

board of Amazon Watch (an organization 
she helped found 20 years ago) and the 
Tualatin Hills Synchronize Swimming 
Team.   Daniela and her family relocated 
to Portland in the summer of 2015 when 
her husband, Adam Meltzer, was hired 
as a full-time LEED consultant for Green 
Building Services. Their two daughters, 
Sofia (11) and Rachel (6) attend Portland 
Jewish Academy. Daniela's unique 
experience and expertise are a welcome 
addition to the Neveh Shalom community. 
Please stop by and introduce yourself.
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Kvell With Us

Mazel Tov to Kaiya (CNS Librarian) 
and Aaron Goldhammer on the 
birth of their new baby boy,  Paul 
Goldhammer,  on Friday, Oct. 21! 
He was born at 6:00am weighing 9 
pounds and measuring 22 inches. 
Mommy, Daddy and big sister 
Shoshi are all doing well.

Mazel Tov to CNS member George Fendel, who performed 
with  Ehud Asherie,  a  young Israeli pianist, on Nov 6, 
2016 at  Classic Pianos in SE Portland. George  has been 
producing solo piano concerts there for the past 7 years. 

Mazel Tov to CNS member Dr. Richard London on receiving 
the 2016 Vincent Ellerbrock Clinician Educator Award from the 
American Academy of Optometry.   This award is presented 
to a distinguished clinician who has made outstanding and 
sustained contributions to the Academy's Lectures and 
Workshops program. As a recognized clinician and educator 
worldwide, Dr. London's contributions are particularly 
noteworthy in the area of neuro-ophthalmic disease disorders. 
Dr. London has been one of the early leaders in this area and 
has been instrumental in providing useful clinical information 
to optometrists for improving their management of patients. 
 
Mazel Tov to the Koleinu Choir for a wonderful article in the 
October issue of Oregon Jewish Life.

Thank you to the Men's Club, the Sisterhood 
and all of the volunteers who helped 
construct, decorate and deconstruct our 
sukkah this year. 

Mazel Tov to all of the CNS artists who participated in the ORA 
Taste of Art & Celebration of Art at the MJCC: Linda Bourne, 
Glenn Decherd, Ros Kane, Esther Liberman, Stu Luxenberg, 
Sharon Segal, Eddy Shuldman, Julia Waco.

Mazel tov to Fred and Nora Rothstein on the marriage of 
their daughter Danit Rothstein  to Candace Newton. They 
were wed on November 12 in Woodland Hills, CA.

Thank you to everyone who helped feed 
the homeless with Rabbi Kosak.

This past December, warm and nutritious meals were served 
at the Human Solutions Emergency Family Shelter. All of 
the residents were incredibly grateful and appreciative of 
the plentiful, home cooked meal. Thank you to all of the 
generous congregants who were able to donate and serve: 
Marlene Abrams, Ethan Brenner, Deb Freedberg, Joyce and 
Larry Mendelsohn, Rachel Mendelsohn, Michael and Linda 
Osherow, Eric and Marissa Richardson. If you are interested 
in assisting with this effort in the future, contact Joyce 
Mendelsohn: joyce@mendelsohngroup.com. 

Mazel Tov to Adam Schecter 
(ALIYAH teacher) & Eden Condren 
on a fabulous Winter Concert 
program with Bridging Voices, 
Portland's GSA Youth Chorus! 

Yihi Zichram Baruch - Our condolences to 
CNS members who have recently lost loved ones:

Carolyn Gorin on the unexpected passing of her beloved 
husband, Larry Gorin (z"l).

Sue Sadis on the passing of her dear sister, Naomi Israel (z"l) 
of Seattle, WA.

Jenny Prince of Santa Barbara, California on the passing of 
her dear father, Steven Berlow (z"l).

Bobbie Kramer on the passing of her beloved father, Allen E. 
Grobart, z"l.

Tzviah (Rand Raynor) Schwartz on the passing of her dear 
mother, Shirley Ruth Schwartz z"l. 

Melanie (Barry) Fried-Oken  on the passing of her beloved 
mother, Sally Gettleman Fried, z"l.

Jeff (Amy) Katz on the passing of his dear mother, Ellen Katz, 
z"l who passed away in Boston, MA.

We are saddened by the loss of these members of 
our CNS community:

We regret having to inform you of the passing on Monday, 
October 31st of our longtime congregant Shirley Klain, z"l. 

We regret having to inform you of the passing of our dear 
congregant Shirley Wexler (z"l), beloved wife of Ben Wexler 
(z"l), dear mother of Elinor Wexler and Stuart (Susan) Wexler.

Member News
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

Adult Education
Gail Halladay:
in memory of Helen Menashe 

Annual Giving 
Campaign
Eve Stern and Les Gutfreund:
in memory of Jerry Stern 
Susan Stone:
in honor of Zev & Ari Lappin-
Noonan 

Brownstein Language 
Arts Fund
Rick Albert:
in memory of Mrs. Betty 
Brownstein 

Becky Menashe 
Bookshelf Fund 
Jack and Darlene Menashe:
get well wishes for Sandy 
Menashe 

Cantor’s Discretionary 
Fund
Sarah Coblens:
in appreciation of Cantor 
Bletstein 
Michael and Chris Feves:
in memory of Cecilia Dolores 
Gregory 
Alan and Debra Montrose:
in appreciation of Cantor 
Bletstein 
Geraldine Roth:
in appreciation of Cantor 
Bletstein 

Choir Dues
Philip and Rosalind Kane:
in memory of Anne Namirows 
Kanefsky 
in memory of Samuel Baker 

Cemetery Fund
Jo-Ann Bleich:
in memory of Ben Bleich 
Ruth Ephraim:
in memory of Alfred Grunbaum 
Rosalie Goodman:
in memory of Marvin Lippoff 
in memory of Sadie Horenstein 

Sondra Greenberg:
in memory of Al Westerman 
Bernice Menashe:
in memory of Naomi Israel 
Victor and Toinette Menashe:
in honor of Carolyn & Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 
Lucille Neusihin & Family:
in memory of Irving Neusihin 
Alisa and Bentisian 
Prosmushkin:
in memory of Itskhok 
Khotyanov 

Muriel/Joseph 
Unkeles Choir Fund 
Philip and Rosalind Kane:
in memory of Gertrude Kane 

Charity Food Fund
Donna Brownstein:
in honor of Irwin Holzman 
Irwin and Renée Holzman:
in memory of Walter Froehlich 
in memory of M’liss Gilbert 
in memory of Lena Holzman 

CHAI/Tikkun Olam 
Fund
Bari Isaacson:
in memory of Marvin Lippoff 

Charack Kitchen Fund 
Rosalie Goodman:
in memory of Shirley Wexler 

Camp Solomon 
Schechter
Richard Albert:
in honor of Rabbi Joshua 
Stampfer 
in memory of Mrs. Goldie 
Stampfer 
in memory of Isidor & Betty 
Feuerstein 
in memory of Herschal & 
Shirley Tanzer 
in memory of Arnold & Ruth 
Hopfer 
in memory of Abram & Frieda 
Albert 
in memory of Moritz 
Goldschlager 
in memory of Freda Sharon 

Perel 
in memory of Ghitla 
Goldschlager 
in memory of Ira & Beila 
Goldschlager 
in memory of Samuel & Jenny 
Albert 
Joanne Blauer:
in memory of Sol Blauer 
Lawrence and Sandra Huppin:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Bari Isaacson:
in memory of Goldie Stampfer 
Michael and Benita Ross:
in honor of Maia Rebecca Ross’s 
Bat Mitzvah 
Daniel Schiff, Kathy Hasson, & 
Jean Hasson:
in memory of Goldie Stampfer 
Steven Shain and Wendy 
Tobin-Shain:
in memory of Harriette Shain 
in memory of Louis Tobin 
Frieda Tobin:
in memory of Sadie Feves 
in memory of Rebecca Zukeov 

Cookie Yoelin Floral 
Fund
Brian, Amara, Jared, and 
Jordan Norman:
in memory of Davita Yoelin 
in memory of Estelle Stein 
Adam and Ann Yoelin:
in memory of Merritt Yoelin 

Danzker Fund
Jack and Darlene Menashe:
in memory of Larry Gorin 

Community 
Enrichment Fund 
Robert and Lesley Glasgow:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein 
Lynae Forbes and Glenn 
Moragnu:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Letty Owings:
in honor of Rabbi Stampfer and 
Rodney Page 
Gary and Sylvia Pearlman:
in honor of Gary and Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 

Harold and Jane Pollin:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein 
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Mark Rosenbaum:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Alan and Eve Rosenfeld:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Jerry and Bunny Sadis:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Robert and Mara Shlachter:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Howard Song and Sally Segel:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Larry and Linda Veltman:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 

Elaine & Gloria 
Schiller Fund 
Leslie Bleich and Jack Osborne:
in memory of Ben Bleich 
Thelma Geffen:
in memory of Rose Lowenthal 

Elevator Fund
Robert Ginsberg:
in memory of Shirley Klain 
Peter Wigmore and Randy 
Katz:
get well wishes for Randy 
Grossman 

Shuldman Kiddush 
Fund
John Barton:
in memory of Ben Barton 
Sheri and Lee Cordova:
in memory of Zalie Lester 
Stuart and Reena Davis:
in memory of Lillian Davis 
Miles Hochstein
Ella Ostroff:
in memory of Earl Ostroff 
in memory of Herbert Ostroff 
Eddy Shuldman & Daniel 
Riback:
in memory of Robert Graetz 
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

Jacob Freedman 
School Fund
Howard and Evelyn Freedman:
in memory of Robert Freedman 

Foundation School 
Fund 
Melvin and Cathy Berlant:
in memory of Larry Gorin 
Stanley and Judith Blauer:
in memory of Lillie Kugel 
in memory of Mildred Sax 
The Cohen Family:
in honor of Carolyn and Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 
Richard and Roberta Cohon:
in memory of Charlotte Cohon 
Matt, Sara, and Max Dorband:
in memory of Ben Philan 
Lee Funes:
in memory of Naomi Israel 
Rachael Goldenberg:
in memory of Shaya Sadis 
Rosalie Goodman:
get well wishes for Barbara 
Wolf 
in honor of Norman & Kathy 
David’s granddaughter 
in honor of Mel & Jan Swire’s 
special anniversary 
in memory of Naomi Israel 
Herbert and Barbara Hochfeld:
in memory of Lou Menashe 
in memory of Bea Hochfeld 
Matt and Lisa Humiston:
in memory of Ben Philan 
Irving and Rhoda Leopold:
in memory of Stephen Leopold 
Jerry and Gayle Marger:
in honor of Paul Goldhammer 
Randi McLenithan:
in memory of Denny Weinstein 
Marcy and Ron Morris:
in memory of Henry Rothstein 
Jeanette Philan:
get well wishes for Larry Oxman 
in honor of Norm Eder’s special 
65th birthday 
in honor of Judi Matza’s special 
70th birthday 
in honor of Lee Funes’ special 
90th birthday 
Elisa and Joshua Stevens:
in memory of Mrs. Ruth 
Rabinovitch 

General Synagogue 
Fund
Alexander and Ilene Aginsky:
in memory of Arkady Aginsky 
in memory of Jerome Kornberg 
Sharlota and Jane Aginsky:
in memory of Arkady Aginsky 
Gregory and Nelly Altotsky:
in memory of Nisi Rabovitser 
in memory of Abram Kizhner 
Jeff and Sandy Axel:
get well wishes for Peter 
Bedrick 
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
in memory of Shirley Klain 
in memory of Sally Fried 
in memory of Jeff Katz’s mother 
Gloria Bacharach:
in memory of Erna Bacharach 
in memory of Jennie Stern 
Robin Bacon-Shone:
in memory of Thelma Beck 
Debra Bellos:
in memory of Harve Bellos 
Barbara Bernstein Fant:
in memory of Rita Bernstein 
Ruth Blum:
in memory of Maurice Blum 
Mark and Cindy Braverman:
in memory of Violet Morrow 
Marty Brophy:
in memory of Julie Brophy 
Elaine and Herbert Brown:
in memory of Albert Weinstock 
Steven and Tess Caplan:
in memory of Sue Weisser 
Mitch and Eileen Cooper:
in memory of Mark Cooper 
Stanley and Beverly Eastern:
in memory of Lillie Kugel 
in memory of Mildred Sax 
in memory of Morris Eastern 
Michael and Chris Feves:
in memory of Victor Gregory 
Barry and Sandra Finkel:
in appreciation of the Three 
Rabbi’s event 
Nelson and Bela Friedman:
in memory of Harry Friedman 
Arnold and Francine Frisch:
in memory of Jack Israel 
Neesa Galanti:
in memory of Morris Leton 
Bradley and Julie Gevurtz:
in memory of Burton Gevurtz 

Doug and Lila Goodman:
in memory of Walter Goodman 
Rosalie Goodman:
in honor of Jack Lakefish’s 99th 
birthday 
Margaret Gotesman:
in memory of Mike Gotesman 
Alan Gotlieb:
in memory of Nicha & Usher 
Gotlieb and children 
in memory of Gustav 
Falkenstein 
Roman Govshiyevich:
in memory of Lev Govshiyevich 
Victor Gutnik:
in memory of Zinaida Gutnik 
Inge Hamburger:
in memory of Paula Neuburger 
Shirley Harrison:
in memory of Charles 
Bloomberg 
Ronald Saroff and Irene Hecht:
in memory of Rosalind 
Duckworth 
Robert and Lena Ioffe:
in memory of Tsilya Hess 
in memory of Leib Goldstein 
Hy and Myra Jackson:
in memory of Dorothy Jackson 
Richard Jolosky:
in memory of Dora Jolosky 
Sue Kaplon:
in memory of Louis Heckman 
Julian Kaufman:
in memory of Rita Kaufman 
in memory of Eddie Kaufman 
in memory of Golda Kaufman 
Nina Khatayevich:
in memory of Medel 
Khatayevich 
Boris and Galina Kogan:
in memory of Peter Segal 
Ida Levenshtein:
in memory of Khaya 
Komissarchik 
Yefim and Lyudmila Litinetsky:
in memory of Sofia Ambyrg 
Lisa Lurie:
in memory of Frieda E Lurie 
Jerry and Gayle Marger:
in memory of Sadie Feves 
Jerry and Geri Matin:
in memory of Rose Lomsky 
Victor and Toinette Menashe:
in memory of Walter Froehlich 
Samuel and Jo Ellen Miller:
in memory of Richard Adashek 

Ralph Miller:
in memory of Ann Miller 
Grigoriy Milman and Marina 
Mekhanik:
in memory of Semen Smetana 
Leah Nepom:
in memory of Marvin Nepom 
Sylvia and Gary Pearlman:
in honor of Alan Blank’s 
birthday 
Robert and Harriet Perkel:
in memory of Elizabeth 
Goldhammer 
in memory of Anna Ruth Dunis 
in memory of Flora Perkel 
Bockman 
in memory of Bernard 
Goldhammer 
Boris and Allla Piatski:
in memory of Yefim Faktorovich 
Debra and Jordan Plawner:
in appreciation of Neveh 
Shalom 
Enya Rabovitser:
in memory of Abram Kizhner 
in memory of Nisl Rabovitser 
Linda Robertson:
in memory of Ida Lesser 
Michel and Miriam Rogson:
in memory of Rachmiel Frankel 
Fred and Nora Rothstein:
in honor of Frederick Dov 
in honor of Paul Goldhammer 
Harriet Ruderman:
in memory of Jennie Stern 
Helen Runstein:
in memory of Vera Brownstein 
Yakov and Anna Smetana:
in memory of Semen Smetana 
Laurence and Corinne Spiegel:
in memory of Jennie Stern 
Dennis and Susan Steinberg:
in memory of Joseph Bernstein 
in memory of Anita Hillebrandt 
Moisey and Faina Talal:
in memory of Khaya Talal 
Michael and Barbara 
Titelbaum:
in memory of Gussie Titelbaum 
William Brenner and Julia 
Waco:
in memory of Howard Waco 
Ilyse & Greg Wagner and 
family:
in memory of Jeff Katz’s mother 
Allan and Judy Weingard:
in memory of Lillian Weingard 
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

Bruce Weinstein:
in honor of Alan Blank’s 60th 
birthday 
Larry and Sandra Wiener:
in memory of Ray Wiener 
Peter and Judith Wollstein:
in memory of Rebecca Kaplan 

ALIYAH School Dinner 
Fund
Joel Mullin & Sheri Katz:
in memory of Sally Fried 

Heinz Jacob Library 
Fund 
Rick Albert:
in memory of Mr. Heinz Jacob 

Hunger Relief Fund
Gail Halladay:
in memory of Helen Menashe 
Sharyl and Rick Vagy:
in memory of Paul Weil 

Israel Scholarship 
Fund
Michelle Stein:
in memory of Estelle Stein 

Gladys & Joseph 
Fendel Camp Fund
Brauna Ritchie:
in memory of Jack Ritchie 
Bruce and Sheila Stern:
in memory of Reuben Stern 

Judith & Garry Kahn 
Camp Fund 
Garry and Judith Kahn:
get well wishes for Arden 
Shenker 
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein 
in memory of Larry Gorin 

Leonard Barde 
Cemetery 
Enhancement Fund 
Daniel Schiff, Kathy Hasson, & 
Jean Hasson:
in memory of Larry Gorin 

Dale Oller:
in memory of Larry Gorin 
Jeanette Philan:
in memory of Larry Gorin 
Geraldine Roth:
in memory of Larry Gorin 

Feldstein Library Fund 
Jack and Melanie Birnbach:
in memory of Rose Papper 
in memory of Naomi Israel 

Lesch Camp Fund 
Harold and Jacqueline Lesch:
in honor of Alan Blank’s special 
birthday 
in memory of Jennie Stern 
Jeanette Philan:
in memory of Regina Philan 

Mark Ail Campership 
Fund 
Rande Petersen:
in memory of Edith Kaplan 
in memory of Sara Ail 
in memory of Hilda Gross 

Men’s Club Fund
Peter Wigmore and Randy 
Katz:
get well wishes for Peter 
Bedrick 

Milt Horenstein 
Minyan Fund 
Richard Albert:
in memory of Milt Horenstein 
Samuel Gottlieb:
get well wishes for Jack 
Wolinsky 
Marlene Lazarus:
in memory of Marvin Lazarus 
Victor and Toinette Menashe:
get well wishes for Jack 
Wolinsky 
Jim and Lora Meyer:
in memory of Walter Froehlich 
Ella Ostroff:
in memory of Olga Guttman 
Daniel Schiff, Kathy Hasson:
in honor of Jack & Barbara 
Schwartz’s granddaughter 
Howard and Petra Shapiro:
in memory of Bethalee Shapiro 
in memory of Marcella Shapiro 

Moskowitz Fund 
Riley and Marci Atkins:
in appreciation of our Rosh 
Hashanah Aliyah
in honor of Adam Gottlieb’s 
engagement 
in honor of Uncle Al Shemarya’s 
special birthday 
in memory of “Bubbe” Shirlee 
Lenske 
in memory of Lou Menashe 

Mary Rosenberg 
Scholarship Fund 
Rick Albert:
in memory of Mrs. Mary 
Rosenberg 

Montrose Video Fund 
Thelma Geffen:
in honor of Hy & Myra Jackson’s 
anniversary 

Strauss Youth Act 
Fund 
Naomi Strauss:
in memory of Rabbi Isidore 
Kahan 

Pirkei Imahot
Arden and Lois Shenker:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 

Robbie Ball Memorial 
Fund for Darfur 
Melvyn and Elaine Ball:
in memory of Barbara 
Wepman’s mother, Ann 
in memory of Louis Ball 
Gail Maron:
in memory of Sheldon Maron 
Dale Oller:
in memory of Sadie Feves 
in memory of Ruby Solomon 
in memory of Roy Oller 
Marty and Sharyn 
Schneiderman:
get well wishes for Michelle 
Caplan 
in memory of Larry Gorin 
in memory of Laine Beckman, 
beloved aunt 

in memory of Lil Salmenson, 
beloved aunt 
in memory of Leonard 
Schneiderman, beloved father 
in memory of Betty 
Schneiderman, beloved mother 
in memory of Minnette & Lester 
Salmenson, beloved parents 

Honigstock Education 
Scholarship 
Bruce and Sheila Stern:
in memory of Goldie Oster 
in memory of Isadore Kaufman 

Rabbi Isaak 
Discretionary Fund 
Gabriel and Phyllis Berg:
in appreciation of Rabbi Isaak 
performing Leon’s bris 
Allison and Jason Kaufman:
in appreciation of Rabbi Daniel 
Isaak 
Allan and Judy Weingard:
in memory of Naomi Israel 

Rabbi Kosak 
Discretionary Fund 
Callie and Noah Barish:
in honor of Fair Trade Chocolate 
for Hanukkah 
Harvey Checkman:
in memory of Bessie Resnick 
Lauren and Andrew Fortgang:
in honor of for fair trade gelt 
Rosalie Goodman:
 wishing L’Shana Tovah to my 
family 
Samuel Gottlieb:
in appreciation of holiday lunch 
Mel Hoffman and Trudi Stone:
in memory of Esther Hoffman 
Jerry and Gayle Marger:
in honor of Rabbi Kosak 
Alan and Debra Montrose:
in appreciation of Rabbi Kosak 
Benjamin Olds and Nadine 
Gartner:
in appreciation of Rabbi Kosak 
Harold and Ferne Ross:
in memory of Morris Mesher 
Sharyl and Rick Vagy:
in honor of Rachel & Jason 
Nelson’s marriage 
Idelle Weinstein & Family and 
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

Updates from the Cantor Search Committee

As you are probably aware, we are in the beginning stages in the process of hiring a new Cantor. We have formed an 
energetic and dedicated search committee that has gotten right to work. You should have already received an email 
containing a survey. Please take this opportunity to let your voice be heard. It’s very important that our congregation 
share its opinion during this process. If you have not received your survey, please contact the office at 503.246.8831.

This process will move rather quickly. Based on your recommendations, we plan to advertise for the position no later 
than late January/early February, after we receive approval from the Board of Directors. We'll review tapes and resumes 
and invite the best qualified people to visit the synagogue for a Shabbat weekend. Again, your participation is much 
appreciated--after all, they need to feel as comfortable with us as we feel with them. 

We appreciate this opportunity to help bring the best candidate here. 

Dana Sacks and Liza Milliner 
Cantor Search Committee Co-Chairs

the Weider Family:
in appreciation of Rabbi Kosak 

Rabbi Posen 
Discretionary Fund 
Mitchell and Arlene Cogen:
in memory of Ada Siegel 
Carol Danish:
in memory of Larry Gorin 
Janie Goldenberg & Steve 
Albert:
in honor of Carolyn & Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 
Aaron and Kaiya Goldhammer:
in appreciation of Rabbi Eve 
Posen 
David and Rachel Stein:
in appreciation of Rabbi Posen 

Religious School 
Carol Danish:
in memory of Frank Gordin 

Saperstein Chapel 
Fund 
Irving and Rhoda Leopold:
in honor of Ron & Taya Meyer’s 
60th wedding anniversary 
Stuart & Lee Weinstein:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Wenstein’s Award 

Shomrei Teva 
Jordan Epstein:
in honor of Natanya Epstein 

Stampfer Lecture 
Fund 
Rosalie Goodman:
in honor of Jake Kryszek’s 
birthday 
in honor of Jack & Barbara 
Schwartz’s granddaughter 
in honor of Betty Schwartz’s 
special birthday 
Victor and Toinette Menashe:
in memory of Marvin Nepom 
Sara Rimm-Kaufman:
in memory of Goldie Stampfer 

Sylvia Pearlman 
Membership 
Rosalie Goodman:
in memory of Walter Froehlich 
Steven and Wendy Kahn:
in honor of Stephanie 
Arnheim’s special birthday 

Rabbi Stampfer 
Discretionary Fund 
Elliot and Suzanne Axel:
in honor of Carolyn & Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 

Barry and Barbara Caplan:
in honor of Susan Korey’s 
birthday 
Stuart and Nikki Director:
in honor of Carolyn & Gary 
Weinstein 
in memory of Goldie Stampfer 
Janet Hasson:
in memory of Herbert Cole 
Alan and Debra Montrose:
in memory of Goldie Stampfer 
Sharon Stern and Stephen 
Rallison:
in memory of Larry Gorin 

Women’s League 
Scholarship 
Melvin and Cathy Berlant:
in memory of Owen Berlant 
in memory of Arthur Subotnick 
in memory of Max Berlant 
Robert and Marla Weiner:
in memory of Esther Weinstein 

Toinette Menashe 
Bookshelf Fund 
Rick Albert:
in honor of Mrs. Toinette 
Menashe 
Rosalie Goodman:
get well wishes for Lisa Eckstein 
Victor and Toinette Menashe:
in memory of A.E. Rosenberg 

Torah Repair Fund 
Debra and David Anchel:
in memory of Mr. Jack Zeldin 

USY Travel Fund 
Gordon and Sondra Pearlman:
in memory of Laura Mills 

Weinstein Chapel 
Fund 
Carol Danish:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Susan and Lawrence Rein:
in honor of Carolyn & Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 
Geraldine Roth:
in memory of Ruth Liebreich 
in memory of Jerry Roth 
Susan and Stuart Shleifer:
in honor of Carolyn and Gary 
Weinstein’s Award 
Allan and Judy Weingard:
in honor of Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein’s Award 
Carolyn and Gary Weinstein:
in honor of Alan Blank’s 60th 
birthday 
in memory of Larry Gorin 
Neil and Denise Weinstein:
in honor of Carolyn and Gary 
Weinstein’s Award



Astor Carpet
503 692-3781 

www.astorcarpetcleaning.net
Commercial & Residential

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning • IICRC Certified Cleaners

	 the art of organization

$250 Off with a purchase of $2000 or more 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

©2016 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. OR Lic. #CCB208821/WA Closecf853R3

Where Judaism and  
Joy are one!

(206) 447-1967
www.campschechter.org

Sandi Warren ~ President 
sandiw@d-f-plumbing.com

503-282-0993 Portland 
360-693-5516 Vancouver

WWW.DANDFPLUMBING.COM

WA STATE #CCDAE DFPLU**339N8 OR STATE #26-23PB CCB #465

Specializing in:	 We feature:
• Commercial & Residential	 • Water Heaters 
• Maintenance & Repair	 • Faucets & Drains 
• Remodeling	 • Tubs & Showers 
• New Construction	 • Toilets & Basins 
• Gas Piping	

 
 
 
 

Your Philanthropic Partner —  

Assuring Jewish Tomorrows 

 

504.248.9328 | www.ojcf.org

Dan Mandel
High producer, consistently outperforming the RMLS  

to maximize value for my clients

503-490-1258 
danmandel@kw.com

We work with you to achieve your goals, together as a team and like family.

If you are thinking about selling a home, buying a home,  
or investing in an income-producing property, call me for  

a no-obligation consultation. My team and I love what 
we do, and you will find that you will too!

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE!

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 Congregation Neveh, Portland, OR.	 A 4C 05-0312

www.lifestylespt.com
4445 SW Barbur Blvd. Ste 204 • Portland, OR. 97239

(503) 235-3386
Specializing in Manual Therapy, Sports and Spinal Injuries, 

Chronic Conditions, Motor Vehicle Accidents.

Contact Ben Rancman to place an ad today! 
brancman@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5857
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2900 Peaceful Lane
As a Jewish family, what is your connection with the environment?

Fenton Family - "We believe Jewish texts mandate us to be caretakers of 
the earth. Prior to becoming a full-time caretaker of three children, Jessica was the 
Director of the Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life of Southern California 
(CoejlSC). My work opened my eyes to environmentalism, and caring for creation 
has become a priority for me and my family.  Garrett, a Portland native, has always 
possessed environmental awareness. As a family, we try to reduce our carbon 
footprint by adhering to the 3 Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle. The inspiration for living a 
green lifestyle comes from our commitment to creating a better future for our children 
and grandchildren." PICTURED, l to r: Jessica, Myer, Noah, Joseph, and Garrett Fenton.

Weinstein/Hoyt Family - “Judaism takes a pragmatic and practical 
approach to the environment. It encourages us to make responsible use of the 
world, but always with an eye to preservation and conservation. It promotes a 
balance between human activity and 'Bal Tashchit'- a basic ethical principle that 
commands us to avoid senseless destruction and waste, whether that be natural 
resources, food or animal life. Growing up in a highly urbanized environment in the 
UK, I rarely had anything to do with nature or the land. Like many urbanized diaspora 
communities outside Israel, ours was fairly alienated from the natural environment. 
We're so happy that our Neveh Shalom community here in Portland is an easy place 
for a family to feel connected to the environment. Through Shomrei Teva we have 
had the opportunity to help build raised beds for the preschool, as well as having had 

the opportunity to participate in Neveh Shalom sponsored camping trips. On a personal level, we keep a small flock of chickens 
and grow much of our own fruit and vegetables during the summer. Through hiking, fly fishing and mushroom hunting, we get 
to appreciate many of the special places that the Pacific NW has to offer. Lastly as veterinarians, Darcy and I get to witness the 
mutually beneficial relationship between people and animals. The emotional, physical and psychological power of the human 
animal bond helps connect us to our world and environment on a daily basis.” PICTURED, l to r: Ross, Darcy, Talia and Asher 
Weinstein/Hoyt

2900 Peaceful Lane was compiled by Rick Hartoch

*Please recycle The Chronicle when finished



January 14: 9:00am Shabbat Services; 9:30am Downstairs Minyan; 12:30pm Women’s Torah Study; 5:15pm Anafim and Shoreshim PJ Havdallah - MOVIE NIGHT!  
January 16: 7:15am Morning Minyan; 10:00am MLK Day of Service for Preschooler at MJCCs; 7:00pm Cantor Search Committee; 7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

January5777
2017
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Vayigash
NEW YEAR’S DAY

HANUKKAH

VayechiFAST DAY

Shemot
MARTIN LUTHER KING  

DAY

Va’era
ROSH CHODESH

9:00am Morning Minyan OFFICE CLOSED
9:00am Morning Minyan

7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Rabbi Committee
7:00pm Executive Committee

7:15am Morning Minyan

6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

The Bar Mitzvah of Joshua
Berkman
9:00am Shabbat Services
10:00am Torah Troop
10:15am Tot Shabbat
10:15am Kiddush Club

9:00am Morning Minyan
9:30am Celebrate Chanukah:
Festival for Kids and Families
12:00pm Outside In Cooking

7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit
7:00pm: Membership
Committee

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
8:00am Building and Grounds
1:00pm Nosh & Drash, MJCC
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class
7:00pm Sisterhood Meeting

7:15am Morning Minyan

6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat
with Ilene Safyan

The Bar Mitzvah of Miles
Greenberg

See Below

9:00am Morning Minyan
9:40am Men's Club Talk
9:45am Shomrei Teva
Creekside Restoration

See Below 7:15am Morning Minyan
2:00pm Tea for Two Speaker:
Brad Nahill, See Turtles
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class
7:00pm Board of Directors

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:15pm Intergenerational
Kabbalat Shabbat, Eastside
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

The Bat Mitzvah of Carolyn
Levy
9:00am Shabbat Services
10:00am Torah Troop
10:15am Tot Shabbat
10:15am Kiddush Club

9:00am Morning Minyan
10:00am Ben Philan, z"l
Unveiling
12:30pm Sisterhood Sundays

7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:00pm Men's Club Meeting
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class

7:15am Morning Minyan
4:30pm Camp Schechter
Shabbaton at CNS begins
5:15pm 4th Friday w/ R. Eve
6:15pm Sisterhood Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

Camp Schechter Shabbaton
9:00am Sisterhood Shabbat
Combined Services
12:30pm Women's Torah
Study

9:00am Morning Minyan
9:00am Boker Tov Bunch

7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

4:26pm

4:34pm

4:43pm

4:53pm

For ALIYAH/TICHON 
schedule, please visit: 
nevehshalom.org/aliyah-k-6
or nevehshalom.org/
aliyah-7-12

For Foundation School 
schedule, please visit: 
foundationschoolpdx.org

Watch Us  Grow!

Neveh Shalom Foundat ion School



Talmud Class with Rabbi Stampfer
Tuesdays, 5:00pm, R. Stampfer’s home
Join our Emeritus Rabbi for weekly 
study of our sacred texts. Free.

Bible Class with Rabbi Isaak
Thursdays, 3:15pm, Room 111
Weekly learning and discussion on 
a book in the Tanakh with Rabbi 
Emeritus, Daniel Isaak. Free.

Machon Ivrit
Tuesdays Thru May 23, 7:00pm
Year-long course in Modern Hebrew. 
Whether you are new to Judaism or a 
lifelong learner who feels like pursuing 
new skills, parents keeping up with your 
kids, or preparing for a trip to Israel, we 
invite you to join Machon Ivrit! 

Siddur Basics
Wednesdays, 6:30pm, Zidell Chapel
Join us to learn the Shabbat morning 
service. The course is divided into 
modules that last from 4-6 weeks. Each 
week we go through different parts of 
the service slow enough so that each 
class member can learn to recite the 
words. No more mumbling through 
services! Drop-ins welcome. 

Trope: Learning to Leyn
Wednesdays, 7:35pm, Zidell Chapel
This class is for those who want to learn 
to chant Torah and for those who want 
to improve their skills. We will learn 
the common trope patterns with an 
introduction to sentence structure, 
as well as the less common tropes. 
There will be time during each session 
for students to work on--and get help 
with--individual readings. Taught by 
Deb Freedberg. Prerequisite: Working 
knowledge of the Alef-Bet.

Hebrew for Prayer
Thursdays, 6:30pm, Room 111
Increase your understanding of what 
we say when we pray. Together we will 
learn the most common shoreshim 
(roots) that are used throughout our 
siddur (prayerbook).  Each week we 
will unpack and translate prayers 
from Shabbat services. Taught by Deb 
Freedberg.

Nosh & Drash with Rabbi Eve Posen
Thursday, Jan 12, Feb 9, 1:00pm, MJCC
Jan: Learn about Parshat Vayechi 
and the meaning of “And he Lived”  
Feb: Be Like a Tree: texts on Tu B’shvat 
(new year of the trees).  Free & open to 
all at the MJCC. 

Kabbalat Shabbat with Ilene Safyan
Fridays, Jan 13, Feb 3, 6:15pm
Stampfer Chapel
Bring your spirit and your voice together 
for this special Kabbalat Shabbat. 
Accompanied by Ilene Safyan on guitar, 
this service is one of beautiful music, 
filled with singing and participation. 
New melodies are intermixed with 
congregational favorites. It’s a 
wonderful way to welcome Shabbat.

Women’s Torah Study 
Saturday, Jan 14, 28 & Feb 11, 25, 
12:30pm, Room 111
An uplifting hour of study on Shabbat!  
Delve into biblical and midrashic text, 
with a group of other women to find 
meaning from our traditions that relate 
to our lives. All levels of experience 
welcome. Taught by Mel Berwin. Free. 

Speaker Series, Sponsored By Men’s 
Club: Ins and Outs of the Restaurant 
Business
Sun, Jan 15, 9:40am, Stampfer Chapel
Hear Andrew Fortgang, fellow 
congregant and owner of Little Bird and 
Le Pigeon, speak on the Ins and Outs 
of the Restaurant Business. Men’s Club 
provides Brunch, free for members, 
$5 contribution  requested for non-
members.

Wondering Jews Tea for Two Speakers
Tuesday, Jan 17, Feb 14, 2:00pm
Zidell Chapel. Jan: Brad Nahill, See 
Turtles. Feb: Dena Marshall, Swim Tyka

CNS Sisterhood Sunday/ Rosh Chodesh,  
Sunday, Jan 22, Feb 19, 12:30pm, 
Room 111. Embrace Rosh Chodesh 
- a women’s sacred time. Join Karen 
Sharp, herbalist and student of spiritual 
thought, as we find ways to bring the 
spiritual themes of each Jewish month 
to our lives using our senses in different 
ways. otrbanana@frontier.com

Mark Your Calendars And Join Congregation Neveh Shalom For These Great Programs!

Please note: programs are subject to change, please contact the office for more information: 503.246.8831 or visit the website at: www.nevehshalom.org.   
Do you like this new calendar layout? Let us know at: news@nevehshalom.org

Camp Schechter Shabbaton at CNS
Shabbat, Jan 27-28
Join the fun of a weekend at camp, 
with old and new friends and awesome 
camp staff—without leaving Portland! 
Shabbat songs, Maccabia team sport 
& spirit day, night time sleepover, 
great food, lots of fun and games. 
$50 includes dinner, breakfast, lunch, 
snacks, t-shirt and prizes. Register at:  
tinyurl.com/SchechterShabbat2017

Sisterhood Shabbaton
Shabbat, Jan 27-28, Stampfer Chapel
Please join the Sisterhood as they lead  
the Kabbalat Shabbat and Saturday 

Neveh Shalom  
Does Mardi Gras 

Annual Fundraiser
Sunday, February 26, 5:00pm

Join us as we celebrate life and Neveh 
Shalom for Jewish Mardi Gras!   This 
is a party you don’t want to miss!  
The fun starts with a silent auction, 
cocktails, Cajun inspired appetizers, 
and entertainment.  We will then have 
dinner, live auction and our Mitzvah 
moment.   Dress in your finest Mardi 
Gras attire and get ready to have a 
blast as we raise much needed funds to 
keep our congregation thriving! A huge 
thank you to this year’s committee 
chairs, Michelle and Jon Caplan and all 
of our committee members. This is a 
group effort and you are all amazing 
for giving of your time and talents!  

Spread the word and see you there.  
Tix are $70/per person and can be 
purchased at www.nevehshalom.org/
fundraiser2017



morning service for this special 
Sisterhood Shabbat weekend.

World Wide Wrap - Morning Minyan
Sunday, Feb 5, 9:00am, Zidell Chapel
Join us at  Morning Minyan for the 
World Wide Wrap where Men’s Clubs 
and congregations around the world 
are teaching the mitzvah of wrapping 
tefillin.

Speaker Series, Sponsored By Men’s 
Club: Computer Security
Sun, Feb 5, 9:40am, Stampfer Chapel
Join us for a talk by Albert Kolkin, 
fellow congregant and computer 
security expert, on Computer Security. 
The Men’s Club will provide brunch at 
9:40am, the talk is at 10:00am. Free for 
members, $5 contribution  requested 
for non-members.

Men’s Club Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, February 10, 6:15pm
Please join the Men’s Club as they lead  
the Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

Vashti Banquet
Thursday, March 2, 6:00pm
Please join the Neveh Shalom 
sisterhood for a special women’s only 
Vashti Banquet, to be held at the 
Marrakesh Restaurant. There will be 
food, entertainment, henna tattoos, 
belly dancing and more. For more 
information, please contact Dana Sirkin 
at: otrbanana@frontier.com

Young Family  
& Youth Shabbat
Young Family Tot Shabbat (0-5 years) 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:15am 
Zidell Chapel. Join other young families 
for singing, dancing, stories, indoor 
picnic-style lunch and Shabbat fun.

Kiddush Club  for K-2nd Grade
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:15am
Room 29. Join other families for prayer, 
singing, conversation and fun followed 
by an indoor picnic-style lunch.

Torah Troop for 3rd-5th graders
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:00am
Meet in the MAIN service for the 
beginning of the Torah service, and 
then come out with your friends for 
a fun and active lesson on the Torah 
portion (parsha) of the week.  Return 
to the service to help lead Adon Olam, 
and join the community for lunch!

Fourth Fridays with Rabbi Eve
Fridays, Jan 27 & Feb 24, 5:15pm 
Join Rabbi Eve and welcome Shabbat 
with music and stories, potluck 
dinner to follow. Contact Rabbi Eve  
for location. Co-sponsored by PJ 
Library. eposen@nevehshalom.org

PJ Havdallah - MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, Jan 14, 5:15pm
Shoreshim and Anafim families 
come together for this special PJ 
Havdallah. Join us as we say goodbye 
to Shabbat in our PJs and then have 
dinner and a movie. $5 per person. 
For all children 0-2nd grade and 
their families. Co-sponsored by PJ 
Library. RSVP at: nevehshalom.org/
pjhavdallah

Boker Tov Bunch
Sundays, Jan 29 & Feb 5, 26
9:00-9:45am, FREE, Library
Get some wiggles out with the Boker 
Tov Bunch playgroup! Come to the 
Feldstein Library Sunday mornings 
to enjoy the wonderful books in our 
library, play, and sing songs. Snack 
provided. Drop-in.

MLK Day of Service for Preschoolers
Monday, Jan 16, 10-11:30am, MJCC
Join PJ Library and Neveh Shalom for 
a day of service. For more info, go to 
www.jewishportland.org, FREE

Intergenerational Kabbalat Shabbat 
on the EASTSIDE
Friday, January 20, 5:15pm
Join together for a fun and lively 
Shabbat service that welcomes all 
ages and stages, held at the home 
of Mike Khavul and Gina Westhoff 
in NE Portland. Contact Rabbi Eve to 
RSVP: eposen@nevehshalom.org

Foundation School Walk-a-Thon
Sunday, Feb 5, 11:30am
Join us as the Foundation School 
community and friends come 
together to walk while raising funds 
during our annual Walk-a-Thon. 
There will be music, snacks and 
prizes for everyone. For more info 
and to participate, contact: leahc@
foundationschoolpdx.org; 503-293-
7307. Read page 8 of the Jan/Feb 
Chronicle for more information.

Anafim Shabbat Dinner at Rabbi Eve’s 
Friday, February 10, 6:00pm
Join us for a relaxing Shabbat potluck.

Shoreshim PJ Havdallah
Saturday, Feb 11, 5:15pm
Join us as we say goodbye to 
Shabbat in our PJs. For families with 
children ages 0-5. We’ll have dinner, 
stories, art and a whole lot of fun. 
$5 per person. Co-sponsored by PJ 
Library. RSVP at: nevehshalom.org/
pjhavdallah

Lend a Hand
Shomrei Teva Creekside Restoration
Sunday, Jan 15, Feb 19, 9:45am 
Join us as we remove non-native, 
invasive plants. Bring a small tool 
(trowel, small shovel, pruner, clippers), 
gloves if you have them, sturdy shoes 
with good traction, and dress for the 
weather. It’s good for the soil and 
good for the soul. Jordan Epstein, 
503.245.6580, yaakovm@comcast.net.

Cooking for Outside-In
Sunday, Jan 8, Feb 5, 12:00-2:00pm
Join us in the Neveh Shalom kitchen 
to cook for 60 homeless teens. For 
questions about this project call Chris 
Blair at (503) 675-1328 or e-mail Cathy 
Blair at cathyblair55@yahoo.com.

Unveilings
Unveiling for Ben Philan, z”l Sunday, 
Jan 22, 10:00am Neveh Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling for Earl Oller, z”l Sunday, Feb 
12, 2:00pm Ahavai Shalom Cemetery

Mark Your Calendars And Join Congregation Neveh Shalom For These Great Programs!

Please note: programs are subject to change, please contact the office for more information: 503.246.8831 or visit the website at: www.nevehshalom.org.   
Do you like this new calendar layout? Let us know at: news@nevehshalom.org



February 11: 9:00am 3rd-4th Grade ALIYAH Shabbat Services; 9:30am Downstairs Minyan; 12:30pm Women’s Torah Study; 5:30pm PJ Havdallah 
February 26: 9:00am Morning Minyan; 9:00am Boker Tov Bunch; 5:00pm Mardi Gras Annual Fundraiser
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7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class
6:30pm Rabbi Committee
7:00pm Executive Committee

7:15am Morning Minyan

6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat with
Ilene Safyan

The Bar Mitzvah of Jackson
Klein
9:00am Shabbat Services
10:00am Torah Troop
10:15am Tot Shabbat
10:15am Kiddush Club

9:00am Morning Minyan -
World Wide Wrap
9:40am Men's Club Talk
9:00am Boker Tov Bunch
11:30am Foundation School
Walk-a-Thon
12:00pm Outside In Cooking

7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit
7:00pm Shalom for the Soul

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
8:00am Building and Grounds
1:00pm Nosh & Drash, MJCC
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class
7:00pm Sisterhood Meeting

7:15am Morning Minyan

6:00pm Anafim Shabbat
Dinner with Rabbi Eve
6:15pm Men's Club Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

See Below

9:00am Morning Minyan
9:30am New Member Brunch
1:00pm ORA Meeting
2:00pm Earl Oller, z"l
Unveiling

7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
2:00pm Tea for Two Speaker:
Dena Marshall, Swim Tyka
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class
7:00pm Board of Directors

7:15am Morning Minyan

6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

The Bar Mitzvah of Jonathan
Segal
9:00am Shabbat Services
10:00am Torah Troop
10:15am Tot Shabbat
10:15am Kiddush Club

9:00am Morning Minyan
9:45am Shomrei Teva
12:30pm Sisterhood Sundays

The Bar Mitzvah of Eli Katz
7:15am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

7:15am Morning Minyan
6:30pm Siddur Basics
7:35pm Learning to Leyn

7:15am Morning Minyan
3:15pm Bible Class R. Isaak
6:30pm Hebrew Prayer Class

7:15am Morning Minyan

5:15pm 4th Friday w/ R. Eve
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

9:00am Combined Shabbat
Services
12:30pm Women's Torah
Study

7:00am Morning Minyan
7:00pm Cantor Search
Committee
7:15pm Koleinu Rehearsal

7:15am Morning Minyan
5:00pm Talmud Class
7:00pm Machon Ivrit

5:03pm

5:14pm

5:24pm

5:34pm

For ALIYAH/TICHON 
schedule, please visit: 
nevehshalom.org/aliyah-k-6
or nevehshalom.org/
aliyah-7-12

For Foundation School 
schedule, please visit: 
foundationschoolpdx.org

Watch Us  Grow!

Neveh Shalom Foundat ion School

5:00pm Neveh Shalom 
Does Mardi 
Gras Annual 
Fundraiser

See below for additional 
events







CNS 
Family 
Camp

April 28-30, 2017
For families with children 

ages 0-2nd grade
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, OR 97239  

Contact: 503.246.8831; www.nevehshalom.org

Announcing the CNS Family Shabbat 
Experience at Camp Solomon Schechter.

Shabbos Mouse

I will be 
there and 

hope to see 
you there 

too!

Pricing includes: 
Shared cabin, Friday dinner, three meals 

and two snacks on Saturday and a Sunday brunch. 

Adults: $130 each; Children 5-11: $85/child 
Kids under 5: FREE; Max per family: $385 

Scholarships available.

Register at: tinyurl.com/CNSFamilyCamp2017
Contact: eposen@nevehshalom.org

Join together with families with 
children ages 0-2nd grade for a 
fantastic weekend at Camp Solomon 
Schechter. Together we’ll celebrate 
Shabbat with family friendly services, 
activities and games. 

Adults will have time to relax as well. 

On the beautiful grounds of Camp Solomon Schechter 
in Olympia, WA we’ll enjoy the natural surroundings 
throughout Shabbat.



11:00 am - 12:00 pm Brunch and explanation of rules  

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm Tournament and prizes 

Register by March 13th 

For more information please contact: Judi Goodman (503) 531-7205 or Elisa Stevens (503) 929-1680    

Sponsored by Neveh Shalom Sisterhood            

 ___ ___ ___ ___ ______ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Payment must accompany registration form 

Please make checks payable to Neveh Shalom Sisterhood 

No registrations taken after 3/13/2017 

Mail to: Congregation Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, OR 97239 

Attn: Sisterhood Mah Jongg 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ Email: ____________________________________________  

I will be attending brunch:  Yes ____     No ____ 

I can provide a Mah Jongg set ____   card table ____ 

Sunday, March 19, 2017  

$30.00 per person 

Please join us for a fun-filled day of Mah Jongg and friendship. 

Experienced and new players welcome. (no teaching) 

  

http://nevehshalom.org/



