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President’s 
Message 
As you are reading this, we have just begun 2023, a year filled with hope and 

promise. For most of us the road ahead will be an adventure, full of the great 

unknown. Some things will be within our control (like eating that third helping of our favorite 

cake) and others not so much, but, we won't go there now. When I read the following quote, I 

thought of you: "I do not want followers who are righteous, rather I want followers who are 

too busy doing good that they won’t have time to do bad." – Rabbi Menachem Mendel of 

Kotzk. “People who focus on being righteous can become self-absorbed and self-righteous. 

While those pursuing good deeds and actions become righteous.” - Rabbi Ari Kahn. Perhaps 

you do not recognize within yourself how much light and good you bring to the world.  I am 

here to remind you all just how much what you are doing makes a difference to me, and to the 

community at large. Let us continue the charge and bring more good into this world. Thank 

you all!  Wishing you and yours a wonderful New Year, 

Michelle Iimori-Goldenberg 

CNS Sisterhood President 

(503) 317-9815 (V, T) 
 

  

Coming soon: 
Sisterhood Shabbat, January 20, starting at 6:15 pm 

Sisterhood Board Meeting, Thursday, January 26, 7 pm 

ALIYAH Event, Sunday, January 29, 11 am 

Book Discussion, Monday, January 30, 7 pm 

Interfaith/BIPOC Discussion, Wed, Feb 1, 7 pm 

(Details below) 
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Sisterhood Shabbat 
 

On January 20th Sisterhood will lead Friday night services. There will be a light kiddush with 

cookies and fruit afterwards. 

Invitation to ALIYAH Event 
 
Dear Friends,  
  
You are invited to join our 2nd grade ALIYAH class on Sunday, Jan 29 at 11am in Stampfer 
Chapel for a special intergenerational event.  
  
Some of you have participated in this program before and know how beautiful it is.  Our 
2nd graders are learning the story of the Avot and Imahot (our ancestors starting with Abraham 
and Sarah) and are also learning their own more immediate family stories.  
  
They have each prepared one story about their family to tell in a small group setting and you 
get to listen to their story, and share a family story of your own. 
  
We find the connections in these stories and connect them to the challenges and resilience of 
the Jewish people.  We would LOVE for you to join in.  Please let me know if you are available, 
and feel free to share with other congregants that you think might also enjoy this 
opportunity.   
  
Thank you so much! 
--mel. 
  
Mel Berwin 
Director of Congregational Learning 
Congregation Neveh Shalom 
Portland, OR 
mberwin@nevehshalom.org 
https://nevehshalom.org/ 
 

https://nevehshalom.org/
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Upcoming Meetups for Fully Paid Sisterhood 

Members and Their Guests 

February 17, 2023 11:45 am Bring a sack lunch and come join us at the 

East Side Jewish Commons 2420 NE Sandy Blvd, Portland, OR 97232 for a 

“Noon Time Concert”. Check https://ejcpdx.org/ closer to the time, to find 

out who will be performing. As of now, it hasn't been announced. 

March 5, 2023 10:00AM Meet up at Council Crest for a 3.4-mile hike from 

Council Crest to the Marquam Nature Park and back. Followed by a stop at 

a local coffee shop in Hillsdale.  

April 30, 2023 5:15 pm dinner location tbd based on response. Join 

Sisterhood members for a pre-Noa Concert Dinner in Beaverton. The 

concert will begin at 7:00 PM 

RSVP to Michelle Iimori-Goldenberg- smallfryeterp@icloud.com.  For those who would like to 

meet up after the hike or are running late please call 503-317-9815 

If a paid member wants to bring a non-member the non-member should contribute $5 to 

Sisterhood.   

Michelle Iimori-Goldenberg 

smallfryeterp@icloud.com 

 

 

Ongoing Programs and Events 

Sisterhood Board Meetings,  on the 4th Thursdays of the month, are open to all. 

 

Next meetings are January 26  and February 23 

Board meetings are 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Link to board meetings: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82304819246?pwd=QThxVEZocWtlZVlLMkEvOW1OMzZlUT09 

Meeting ID: 823 0481 9246 

Passcode: 442931 

 

East Side Jewish 
Commons Noon Time 

Concert 

mailto:smallfryeterp@icloud.com
mailto:smallfryeterp@icloud.com
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Interfaith/BIPOC Discussions 

The Neveh Shalom Sisterhood would like to invite all women and all who identify as women to 

participate in their interfaith group. This group brings CNS members, together with women of 

other faiths, to learn, grow, and create opportunities to develop friendships. CNS Sisterhood 

Interfaith Group meets every month on the first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. To register, 

please contact Michelle Iimori- Goldenberg smallfryeterp@icloud.com 

Next meetings: Wed. Feb 1, 2023 - 7 to 8:30 pm 

Wed. March 1, 2023 – 7 to 8:30 pm 

Book Group Discussions: 

1/30/23: The Giver of Stars. Jojo Moyers  
 

From Parade Magazine:  

The Giver of Stars is the story of five women from very different 

backgrounds, brought together in a tiny community in the mountains 

of Kentucky. While it is a work of fiction, the well-respected author said 

she has “rested it on a skeleton of facts.” 

“It was really important for me to write a book about women 

supporting other women because female friendships have been a key 

aspect of my life,” Moyes exclusively told Parade.com. 

“I feel that quite often the narrative we’re told is that women are always in competition with 
each other, but that’s not my experience at all,” she said. “During good times and tough times, 
I don’t know what I would do without my girlfriends.” 
 

https://parade.com/937586/parade/life-quotes/
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2/27/23: Gateway to The Moon. Mary Morris  

 

From the Jewish Book Council: 

 With more and more ease, people today are discovering their Jewish 

roots — some finding they are the descendants of conversos, Jews 

who converted during the Inquisition. Mary Morris touches on this 

phenomenon in the historical note at the beginning of her novel, Gate-

way to the Moon. The chapters in the book alternate between fif-

teenth and sixteenth century Spain and Portugal during the harrowing 

time of the Inquisition, and a town in New Mexico in the late twenti-

eth century. The characters in New Mexico have retained vestiges of 

their Jewish past, although they are unaware of their own history at 

the outset of the novel. 

The title is an English translation of the town’s name, Entrada de la 

Luna, which seemed so remote to the Jews desperately fleeing their pursuers that they likened 

it to living on the moon. The characters in the town have interesting backstories, and Morris 

seamlessly drops hints of their Jewish past in ways that the characters themselves do not fully 

comprehend. There is also a wealthy Jewish family that becomes involved with one of the 

characters in the town; this interesting narrative thread serves to illuminate the various per-

sonalities in the book in ways that consistently hold the reader’s interest. 

In Morris’s descriptions of life on the Iberian Peninsula, she skillfully recreates Jews’ fear of 

betrayal, as well as the exhaustion and despair of those who chose exile. Modern-day readers 

will learn what it was like to leave everything behind without a known destination or a safe 

way to travel. But while Morris writes about the horrors that awaited Jews who were tried by 

the Inquisition, she does not dwell on graphic details. 

In less skillful hands, the sheer number of characters in different eras would prove confusing. 

However, Morris weaves a clear and interesting tapestry, giving the reader an indelible impres-

sion of what life was like at the time of the Spanish Inquisition, as well as a variety of interest-

ing character portraits that make this a perfect vehicle for book club discussions. 

By Shira R. London, librarian at Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community High School in Baltimore, MD. 
She holds an M.L.S. from Columbia University 
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3/27/23: Proof of Heaven. Eben Alexander, MD 
4/24/23: The Jewish World of Alexander Hamilton. Andrew Porwancher 
5/22/23: The Lincoln Highway. Amor Towles 
6/26/23: The Book of Lost Friends. Lisa Wingate 
7/31/23: All the Lonely People. Mike Gayle 
8/28/23: Come to This Court and Cry. Linda Kinstler 
9/23/23: No Book Discussion 
10/20/23: First Friends. Gary Ginsberg 
 
Book Group Discussions are the last Monday of the month and start at 7 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7122054468?pwd=Tm5oU3JNd1hLUHhzaEQ3Z2QrbHIrQT09 

Meeting ID: 712 205 4468 

Passcode: Jennifer 

For questions contact, Dana Sirkin, otrbanana@comcast.net or Diane Kahn, 

dianeandjosh@hotmail.com 

 

Past Event  

Dana Sirkin, Jennifer Kalenscher and Michelle Iimori-

Goldenberg asking trivia questions relevant to the history 

of Sisterhood to celebrate our 100 year anniversary at the 

Vodka and Latke event the last night of Chanukah, our last 

event of 2022. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:otrbanana@comcast.net
mailto:dianeandjosh@hotmail.com
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Getting to Know Our Sisterhood Members  

featuring Dana Sirkin by Elizabeth Samuels 

The first ever sisterhood event I attended was the 

Neveh Shalom Sisterhood Book Club. I spotted 

Dana in one of the Zoom squares. It didn’t take 

long before I found out not only was she a 

participant, but that she, along with the other book 

club committee member, Diane Kahn, regularly 

goes through all the many suggestions to select 

titles that would most appeal to all of us involved. 

They enjoy each other’s company over a puzzle in 

Diane’s living room during the selection process. It 

is one of many ways Dana connects with our community and benefits Sisterhood at the same 

time.  Being able to make friends and contribute to her community too is the primary reason 

Dana is member of Sisterhood and an active one at that. 

 

The Book Club just happened to be my first encounter with Dana. As soon as I became 

newsletter editor and, on the board, I saw she was on the board too and not only that, was a 

past president. Over time, I became aware of the many ways she contributes to 

Sisterhood.  She’s in charge of delivering donated items to Transition Projects, works alongside 

Jennifer Kalenscher to manage the Gift Shop, and fills other important roles as they arise. 

 

This week, I talked with Dana to get to know her better. Though I knew she was a past 

president, I didn’t realize that she became active, with encouragement from Marla Weiner, 

after Sisterhood had taken a two-year hiatus. She smoothed over ruffled feathers. Her 

guidance brought stability. 

 

In 2013 when Sisterhood was starting up again, she was appointed by then-president, Cathy 

Blair, to serve on the nominating committee. When they couldn’t find a volunteer to be 

president, true to character, she stepped in. She served two terms, from 2013 to 2017. She 

represented us in the Region. Toward the end of her first term, she also was asked to be 

president of the North by Northwest Region of the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism. 

She couldn’t see how she could do both, but they encouraged her and shared how it could be 

done and she accepted. To this day, Dana continues to be involved in the region as well as 



Neveh Shalom Sisterhood News, January 2023 
  

 

International Women’s League. She is a Vice President of WLCJ and Co-Chair of programming 

for the Triennial Convention in Schaumburg, Illinois this summer.  

 

Dana is a retired occupational therapist and her husband, Steve, a retired math teacher and 

administrator.  They moved to Portland in 2005 to be closer to their son and his family. Dana 

and Steve raised their two children, a son and a daughter, mostly in the Baltimore area but 

also spent three years in Salt Lake City.  She had been very involved in the sisterhood of a 

small synagogue in a suburb of Baltimore but since they lived on Portland’s outskirts far from 

Jewish congregations, Dana  planned not to be involved in sisterhood any longer. That lasted 

six years. Then things changed. What she thinks of as a win for her was also one for us. 

 

Dana is devoted to ice skating, a sport she learned as a young child visiting her grandparents in 

New York where she grew up. She visits the Lloyd Center ice rink to figure skate regularly, with 

a group called the Hooky Club! 

 

The most important message she would like to leave you with is that she values the friends 

she has made here and the chance to do something meaningful for the community at the 

same time.  She believes Sisterhood is a great place for newcomers to meet people with 

common interests. 

 

No doubt there is more to Dana than reflected here. I hope you feel a little more connected to 

sisterhood from this glimpse of her. 
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Sisterhood Web Site 

Our Sisterhood has a web site on the Neveh Shalom web site. Here is the link. 
https://nevehshalom.org/sisterhood/ 
 
Sisterhood welcomes all who identify as women as well as those who identify as 

transgender, gender-queer, non-conforming, or non-binary 
 
Your Sisterhood Board 

President: Michelle Iimori-Goldenberg smallfryeterp@icloud.com 

Vice President: Linda Shivers cantor.shivers@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Sandi Fulcher 

Financial Secretary: Judy Weingard 

Torah Fund: Diane Kahn 

Recording Secretary: vacant 

Newsletter: Elizabeth Samuels 

Immediate Past Presidents: Jennifer Kalenscher & Diane Kahn 

Parliamentarian: Jackie Lesch 

Members at Large: 

Cathy Berlant 

Jackie Lesch 

Sheryl Robert 

Brenda Schwartz 

Marla Weiner 

Stephanie Arnheim 

Dana Sirkin 

 

Message From The Editor 

Thank you to all who contributed to the January/February Neveh Shalom Sisterhood 

Newsletter. Submissions are welcome for the upcoming March-April issue. Please send 

to liz@samuels.com by March 13, 2023. Happy reading! Elizabeth Samuels, Newsletter 

Editor 

 

 

https://nevehshalom.org/sisterhood/

