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The responsibility falls square-
ly on Mr. Kennedy, my 6th-
grade teacher. He had a habit 
of inscribing Latin phrases on 
the classroom’s blackboard 

several times a week, if not daily. Cave 
canem – beware of the dog. Caveat 
emptor – let the buyer beware. Carpe 
diem – seize the day. These phrases 
intrigued me, steering my decision to 
choose Latin over French or Spanish for 
my 7th-grade language elective.

Although studying Latin didn’t directly 
improve my spoken-language skills at 
the time, it significantly enhanced my 
English vocabulary and proved to be 
a secret advantage for the SATs. We 
learned an abundance of Latin roots, 
prefixes, and suffixes, enabling us to de-
duce the meanings of unfamiliar words 
on the standardized tests.

This issue of The Chronicle, with its fo-
cus on the prefix “re,” rekindles these 
memories, as “re” signifies “again” or 
“back” in Latin. English speakers might 
intuitively understand this given the 
prevalence of “re” as a prefix in our lan-

guage. Words like rediscover, reimagine, 
revisit, return, reevaluate, recall, recon-
struct, and relent – though the latter 
may be less obvious to those not versed 
in Latin – all follow this pattern.

For those of us fascinated by language, 
these reflections are delightful in and of 
themselves; however, they also lead us 
to deeper contemplations about human 
nature. It’s intriguing to ponder why we 
sometimes repeat actions in hope of a 
different outcome, while at other times, 
we seek the comfort of familiarity. For 
example, we might order our favorite 
dish at a local restaurant to relive the 
same delightful taste and experience.

In Hebrew, “re” is translated to       as 
in teshuvah, where we revisit our past 
actions, reflect on them, and recommit 
to betterment. The famous High Holiday 
melody by Shlomo Carlebach, urging 
us to “return to the land of your soul,” 
invites us to rediscover our essential 
nature through teshuvah. This concept 
underscores our realization that some-
times we regret our actions, while at 
other times, we aim to reinforce our 
best selves and choices.

Can we ever truly return to our past? 
Marcel Proust’s Remembrance of Things 
Past might suggest so. However, the 
original French title, À la recherche du 
temps perdu – in search of lost time – of-
fers a more poignant insight. It suggests 
the elusiveness of the past, underscor-
ing the importance of making prudent 
decisions in the present.

Reflecting on teshuvah, Adin Steinsaltz 
proposed that forgiveness alters the 
nature of time from linear to cyclical, 
enabling not just a revisitation but an 
amendment of the past. Teshuvah af-

fords us the opportunity to mend the 
fragmented aspects of our lives and re-
store a semblance of a former world.

While we may desire Rabbi Steinsaltz’s 
interpretation to be true, reality might 
suggest otherwise. Nevertheless, the 
essence of his message seems to be 
the importance of releasing the past’s 
stronghold on us. To release is to loosen, 
implying that freeing ourselves from the 
past is within our grasp.

The challenge, however, lies in confront-
ing unhealthy shame. Healthy shame 
is crucial for sustaining relationships, as 
it prompts us to acknowledge our mis-
steps and assume responsibility for our 
actions. Unhealthy shame, in contrast, is 
mired in the past, casting judgment on 
our essence rather than our actions, an-
choring us to past mistakes and defining 
us by those moments.

Antonia’s Line, a remarkable Dutch film 
from 1995, depicts a matriarchal com-
munity led by Antonia, where members 
are empowered to flourish, quirks and 
all. Towards the film’s end, Antonia com-
forts young Sarah about an impending 
death within their tight-knit community:

Antonia: “Nothing dies forever. Some-
thing always remains. A little something 
from which new things grow. So life be-
gins, without knowing where it came 
from or why it exists.”
Sarah: “But why?”
Antonia: “Because life wants to live.”
Sarah: “Isn’t there a heaven either?”
Antonia: “This is the only dance we 
dance.”

This exchange has resonated with me, 

Would It Be Right To 
Re:write, If We Could?

Rabbi's Corner

 By Rabbi David Kosak

Continued on next page



3  | The Chronicle  www.nevehshalom.orgPage

offering a profound counterpoint to our 
innate human desire to “re.”

Yet, I must confess, a part of me yearns 
to return to Mr. Kennedy’s classroom, 

where I would replace those Latin 
phrases with quotes from Miguel de 
Cervantes, Isabel Allende, or Jorge Luis 
Borges. Latin might have bolstered my 
SAT scores, but Spanish would have con-

nected me with 460 million more people 
who could have regaled me with their 
stories. If only we could “re”—we would 
all discover new reasons to rejoice!

Re:write Continued from previous page

Re:vision, Re:new
By Rabbi Eve Posen

Rabbi's Corner

Turn it over again for every-
thing is in it.” This famous 
quote by Rabbi Ben Bag-Bag 
in Pirkei Avot, Wisdom of Our 
Ancestors, has long been a 

favorite of mine because it can be ap-
plied to so many different aspects of life. 
It can be applied to rereading a favorite 
book and discovering new meanings, 
rewatching a favorite television show to 
connect in a different way, or the way 
we read the Torah over again each year 
and finding new meaning. Judaism is a 
religion with a foundation of renewal 
and revision. 

Judaism as a rich tapestry of faith, cul-
ture, and tradition, has evolved over 
the centuries through a process of con-
tinuous revision. The power of revision 
within Judaism lies in its ability to adapt 
to changing circumstances while pre-
serving the core tenets that define the 
identity of the Jewish people.

At the heart of Judaism, Torah is a sa-
cred text that serves as a guide for Jew-
ish life. The Torah itself has spawned 
meticulous revisions, with scholars and 
sages contributing commentaries and 
interpretations throughout history. The 
power of these revisions lies in their ca-
pacity to breathe new life into ancient 
texts, making them relevant and appli-
cable to contemporary challenges.

One of the most notable instances of 
revision within Judaism is the Talmud, a 

vast compilation of teachings, 
commentaries, and debates 
that expounds upon the laws 
and principles found in the To-
rah. The Talmud is a dynamic 
and evolving work, with dif-
ferent Jewish communities 
contributing their insights 
over the centuries. This ongo-
ing process of interpretation 
and revision has allowed Ju-
daism to remain a living and 
adaptable religion.

The power of revision in Ju-
daism is not confined to tex-
tual interpretations alone; it 
extends to the very structure 
of religious observance. Jew-
ish rituals and customs have 
been subject to adaptation 
based on geographic, social, 
and cultural contexts. As Jew-
ish communities dispersed across the 
globe, they encountered diverse cul-
tures and traditions. The ability to revise 
and adapt rituals allowed Judaism to 
integrate and coexist with various cul-
tural influences without compromising 
its core.

In essence, the power of revision within 
Judaism is a testament to its resilience 
and ability to navigate the complexities 
of time. It allows Judaism to maintain 
its spiritual core while embracing the 
challenges and opportunities presented 
by each era. The dynamic interplay be-

tween tradition and adaptation ensures 
that Judaism remains a vibrant and rel-
evant force in the lives of its followers, 
illustrating the enduring strength that 
lies in the powers of revision.

Another interpretation of Rabbi Ben 
Bag-Bag’s statement might be “Every-
thing old is new again.” While change 
can be challenging, Judaism is founded 
on the ways in which we have a hiddu-
sh, or innovation, to make the old fit our 
new. May this Spring offer us the space 
to revise our thinking, renew our faith, 
and reconnect to our community.
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The astonishing amount of an-
tisemitism we have witnessed 
since October 7, the largest 
and most gruesome massacre 
of Jews since the Holocaust, 

has profoundly changed our percep-
tion of the world around us. Before con-
fronting the tsunami of antisemitism 
that has cascaded into Western societ-
ies across the globe, we must be firm 
in our own identity. Since October 7, I 
have held that three steps are needed 
in order to rebuild and reinvigorate our-
selves with Jewish pride so that we can 
withstand the outside pressures.

1. Identify and cultivate allies. Who 
has stood with us? Who has abandoned 
us? Who has understood that there’s a 
movement to destroy the Jewish state, 
and that such an act would mean utter 
calamity for the Jewish people around 
the world? Who has grasped that 
the dissolution of Israel, which some 
call “decolonization,” is only possible 
through massive ethnic cleansing and 
genocide of at least half the world’s Jew-
ish population? Who has shown sympa-
thy to the Jewish people for not wanting 
to return to being a stateless people?

Cultivating these friendships at the com-
munity level does not mean agreeing on 

all local, social, or political issues. For de-
cades, American Jews have asked Israel 
to set aside differences with mortal en-
emies for the sake of peace. If we can ask 
Israel to take such steps, why can’t we, 
locally, find common ground with people 
who we might disagree with yet who are 
far from being our mortal enemies?

2. Demand accountability from our in-
stitutions, academic, economic, social, 
commercial, cultural, and political. We 
have seen institutions tolerate hate, in-
timidation, threats, and worse towards 
Jews. We must be prepared to pull sup-
port from places that prove to be hostile 
or dangerous to Jewish identity.

3. Transform Jewish education. We 
should all be proud of what Mel Berwin, 
director of Aliyah, has accomplished and 
continues to accomplish in our supple-
mental Hebrew school. I know I am. On 
a wider scale, though, I believe that we 
need to re-examine Jewish education 
across the U.S. post-October 7. There’s 
the current reality of what our youth 
are facing in universities that continues 
to trickle down into K-12 education. Our 
Jewish youth need to know how to con-
front that reality, how to confront the 
accusations and ostracization they may 
face. They need to know that they will 

likely face a litmus test of acceptance: 
abandon Jewish peoplehood and be ac-
cepted or embrace Jewish peoplehood 
and be vilified. They need to learn the 
love of Zion, the love of Am Israel, and 
the connectedness to one another as a 
people rooted in our homeland.

If we are to have a future in America, 
we have two options: separate Juda-
ism from Jewish peoplehood or take the 
steps above to rebuild and reaffirm our 
identity as a proud people who have his-
torical, spiritual, and unshakeable ties 
to our ancestral homeland and who love 
this country.

Re:building a People Cantor's Corner
By Cantor Eyal Bitton
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 Upcoming B'nai Mitzvah

Lily Renee Simms | April 5
Lily Renee Simms is the loving daughter of proud parents Adam and Jamie. Lily is a wonderful big 
sister to her younger sisters, Alyssa and Julia (and kitty brother Smokey). She is a stellar student in 
7th grade at Lake Oswego Junior High. After school, she loves to dance, play golf and soccer, bake, 
solve puzzles, and hang out with her friends. Lily, true to her New York City roots, is also a proud 
Yankees fan.

Alivia Stiber | April 13
Alivia Stiber is the daughter of Barri and Fred Stiber, older sister to Eitan Stiber and dog Teddy, 
and granddaughter to Joan and Jules Stiber of Portland, OR, and Robbie and Paul Grimstad of Van-
couver, WA. Alivia is in 7th grade at Laurelhurst. Alivia loves playing basketball, listening to Taylor 
Swift, and going to Starbucks with friends.

Jonah Benjamin Bradbury | May 25
Jonah Benjamin Bradbury is the son of Randi Sachs and Drew Bradbury, grandson of Judy and Ned 
(z”l) Sachs, Judith Bradbury, and John Bradbury and Fran Fergusson. Jonah is a 7th grader at OES 
who is usually found playing piano, tennis, or ping pong, as well as teaching himself math or cud-
dling with his dog, Sadie.

Samara Schulman | June 15
Samara Schulman will become a Bat Mitzvah on June 15th. She is the daughter of Peter Schulman 
and Melissa Jacobs and has an older brother, Adrian. Her grandparents are Joseph and Rita Schul-
man and Geri Jacobs. Samara is in the 7th grade at West Sylvan Middle School, where she is in the 
Spanish immersion program. Outside of school, Samara enjoys ballet, drawing, and spending time 
with her friends.

Asher Weinstein | June 22
Asher David Weinstein is the son of Ross Weinstein and Darcy Hoyt, mischievous younger brother 
of Talia Weinstein, and the grandson of Dorothy and Basil Weinstein (z"l) of London, United King-
dom, and Donald and Jacki Hoyt of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. In his spare time, Asher enjoys 
Taekwondo, gaming, listening to music, and playing with his dog, Crumpet. Asher is a 7th grader 
at Jackson Middle School.
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On February 7th, I found my-
self staring at the subject 
line of an email from Brian 
Rohr: “RE: Regarding the 
April-June 2024 Chronicle 

issue.” I quickly scrolled through the 
email to see what The Chronicle topic 
would be. To my surprise it read: “Liza 
Milliner: 350-450 words (last article as 
president – you can make it up to 550 
words if needed).” My initial reaction? 
WHAT? How could it be that the end of 
my tenure as president has arrived? I im-
mediately had mixed emotions: part of 
me was excited to move on to my next 
chapter in synagogue volunteering, 
while another part felt there was still un-
finished business to attend to.

When I took on the role, my goals were 
twofold: physically re-engage our com-
munity and programming within our 
building, but also navigating the retire-
ment of Fred Rothstein, our former Exec-
utive Director. Even without a successor 
lined up, Fred was set on bidding adieu 
in June 2023. My grand plans for increas-
ing committee leadership development 
in my first year were swiftly replaced 
by the urgent task of forming Round 2 
of the ED search committee. From that 
search, we welcomed Marlene Edenzon 
into our fold: what an honor it has been 
to collaborate with her this past year. In 
one of our initial meetings, I shared with 
her my vision of reuniting our communi-
ty physically and offering enhanced lead-
ership training to our board of directors 
and committee chairs. 

Marlene joined CNS in May 2023; by Au-
gust, we put together a full-day board of 
directors’ retreat that laid the ground-
work for strategic board involvement. 
Our kehillah kedosha (sacred commu-
nity) has flourished, and our building is 

busy again with activities practi-
cally every day. Every Monday, 
as I read the “Our News” email, 
my FOMO (fear of missing out) 
kicks into high gear!

From lectures to holiday fes-
tivities, Men’s Club and Sister-
hood events, or unique Shab-
bat services, I eagerly scan for 
which events I can squeeze into 
my calendar. What truly warms 
my heart, though, is witnessing 
the fantastic turnouts captured 
in event photos and writeups. 
Thank you to everyone for ac-
tively participating at Neveh 
Shalom. 

Our programs owe much of their suc-
cess to Lisa Richmond, our stellar Di-
rector of Programming. I’m excited to 
share our re-energized Youth programs 
catering to children from 3rd to 12th 
grade. Led by Sarah Rohr, Youth Activi-
ties Coordinator, CNS youth have partic-
ipated in activities from ritual events to 
social events including Youth High Holi-
day services, dinners, movies, hiking, 
and Chesed work, the preparation of 
food for our kehillah members in need 
as well as the greater community. Rabbi 
Posen’s YAFE: Youth and Family Engage-
ment, continues to produce mean-
ingful—and fun—religious and social 
events. Recent and upcoming events in-
clude Tot Shabbat and Kiddush Club, 4th 
Fridays with Rabbi Posen, PJ Havdallah, 
Family Camp, and Build Our Garden for 
Foundation School.

When asked about my greatest chal-
lenge, there’s no hesitation: navigat-
ing the aftermath of October 7th with 
sensitivity while continuing to celebrate 
joyous occasions. Witnessing our com-

munity rally together and CNS hosting 
solidarity gatherings underscored just 
how integral our synagogue is to the 
Portland community. Since that fateful 
day, CNS’s programming has served as 
a place of learning and healing, helping 
us process the events unfolding in Israel.

It has been an immense honor and 
privilege to serve as president these 
past two years. To each person who 
shared their thoughts and ideas with 
me, I extend my heartfelt gratitude 
and eagerly anticipate our continued 
collaboration on committees in the fu-
ture. To the dedicated staff and clergy, 
thank you for making Neveh Shalom 
your home, not just a job. To the Board 
of Directors, your dedication to Neveh 
Shalom supports our welcoming, in-
clusive, and caring community. When 
we walk into Neveh Shalom, we feel all 
the love from our current, past, and fu-
ture generations. Let’s continue all this 
great success!

Read more about Liza's term on page 13.

President's CornerRe:collecting the Past 
Two Years!
By Liza Milliner, CNS President



7  | The Chronicle  www.nevehshalom.orgPage

Re:flecting on 
a Year
By Marlene Edenzon, Executive Director

Rarely does a day go by that 
I’m not stopped and asked, 
“How are you settling in?” 
My usual response is to dis-
miss the question with a 

quick “I’m good,” and quite honestly, I 
am! It is hard to believe that I am com-
ing up on my first year in Portland and at 
Neveh Shalom. An anniversary is cause 
for reflection. Reflecting on my experi-
ences this year immediately brought 
to mind our Neveh Shalom theme, Lev 
Shalem. How do you learn, love, and 
lead with an open heart? 

I found that looking for the answers to 
this question became a guide to how 
I approached this new time in my life. 
Making the decision to leave my home 
of sixty years, move to Portland, and 
start a new job was not easy, but once 
made, the decision was intentional. Lev 
Shalem provided structure for my year 
of exploration. There was so much for 
me to learn, and there still is. I jumped 

wholeheartedly into learning 
about the people that make up 
the kehillah at Neveh Shalom. 

I was invited to share a beauti-
ful Shabbat dinner with the Axel 
family and spent time at the 
home of Marcy and Ron Mor-
ris with their havurah. I learned 
about the rich history of Neveh 
Shalom and the desire to see the 
legacy live on for generations to 
come. I learned that members 
are truly family and that be-
longing means something. I’ve 
learned that the Neveh Shalom 
community shows up, partici-
pates. 

The stories about receiving and 
giving are equally important. I 
learned that working at Neveh Shalom 
is not just a job but a labor of love. Ev-
ery employee feels like family. The staff 
genuinely like each other and their jobs 

supporting the community. 
They were hesitant about 
this new person coming on-
board, yet they welcomed 
me wholeheartedly. 

I approach leading with an 
open mind and an open 
heart. My goal is to be a 
leader that is caring, com-
mitted, flexible, and deci-
sive. Congregation Neveh 
Shalom is made up of 
members, lay leaders, and 
professionals who come to-
gether to further the vision, 
mission, and defining values 
of our community. Sharing 
my experience in synagogue 

leadership has provided a new way of 
approaching how we steward the needs 
of a community that has sustained us, 
while remaining relevant in the lives of 
our younger members. It means work-
ing closely with the clergy and lay lead-
ership to support the spiritual, cultural, 
and social needs of our Kehillah. 

I am especially grateful for the generos-
ity and grace that was shared with me 
as the newcomer. Recognizing faces 
and putting names to them takes time, 
so please continue to introduce your-
self as there are many of you and only 
one of me. Poke your head in my office 
and say hello when you’re on campus. 
Lean in, take part, make community. 
We are Neveh Shalom. Together we are 
community.

With gratitude and love,
Marlene

Marlene's Corner

Marlene Edenzon (2nd from right), with Liza Milliner, 
Danit Rothstein, and Marissa Richardson
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In our last Chronicle edition, I wrote 
about how we educate our youth 
in times of war and threat to the 
Jewish people. This time, I want 
to turn to the positive side of the 

challenges we’ve faced this year. 

There’s no question that October 7 and 
the resulting political demonstrations 
have made many of us draw new lines. 
It’s also prompted some Jewish fami-
lies to connect with synagogues who 
haven’t before. In ALIYAH, we’ve had 
eight new families join since October!

We’re also seeing higher levels of par-
ticipation by families this year than in 
the past. When ALIYAH K-6 grades led a 
Friday evening Shabbat service in Febru-
ary, the main sanctuary was packed with 
children, parents, grandparents, siblings, 
and friends, as well as our usual Friday 
evening shul-goers. The kids led many 
of the prayers, from Shalom Aleichem to 
Adon Olam, and a few songs as well—our 
younger ones leading “Bim Bam Shabbat 
Shalom” and our older students singing 
the Israeli classic “Ani v’Atah—You and 
I Will Change the World.” Dinner after-
wards was buzzing, with 200 people at-
tending. More than ever, it feels like our 

families want to be here, connecting 
with the Jewish community. 

The theme of connection resonates in 
our classrooms as well. I recently asked 
my teachers to reflect on how they 
teach the “big Jewish ideas” of their 
curriculum, and how they can tell when 
the kids are learning. Here are a few re-
sponses:

Kindergarten—Morah Meital and 
Morah Miri

In Kindergarten, we learn what it means 
to be Jewish. More than just learning to-
gether, we are becoming one group. We 
are learning about the Jewish calendar, 
holidays, Shabbat: the kids are realizing 
that there is a whole vocabulary of Jew-
ish tradition and the year. 

1st Grade—Morah Hani and Morah Abby

We have a lot of children with a lot of 
big feelings. As we learn the Torah sto-
ries—Jacob and Esav, the servant Eliezer 
who is tasked with finding a wife—I ask 
the children, “Is this a big problem or a 
small problem? How do you think they 
will solve it?” We are thinking about 
how our ancestors navigated these chal-
lenges and relating their problems and 
solutions to our lives. 

3rd Grade—Morah Amanda

We are learning to participate as a 
community. Today we finished learn-
ing about Purim. We had a circle-share 
of what each person had learned. It’s 
a “yes and” process. Each child adds to 
the story another one told and adds de-
tails. They really have to listen to each 
other in order to do that. It’s coopera-
tive learning. 

5th Grade—Moreh Gal

There are no exams in ALIYAH. What 
kids take away is as much a sense of 
community as the content that we’re 
teaching. In our class we focus on the 
lifecycle rituals of Judaism and building 
on that Jewish vocabulary. We are prac-
ticing for the Jewish wedding. They are 
learning the songs, the dances, and the 
blessings, but they’re also learning that 
we all feel less self-conscious when ev-
eryone sings or dances together. 

Music—Moreh John

We are learning traditional and non-
traditional Jewish music and dance that 
we want them to recognize throughout 
their lives. The music of Shabbat, holi-
days, and weddings… The kids are ad-
ditionally connecting with each other 
through rhythm and melody. 

Art—Morah Bari

There’s so much that kids are learning in 
Art; I try to communicate the whole sto-
ry through what I send home and what 
I post for parents on Facebook. What I 
see that shows me they are learning is 
that they are willing to try new things 
and take risks. They are always talking to 
each other about what they are trying, 
to share ideas, and to help each other.

Speaking of connection, from now 
through the end of the year, our Parent 
Committee will be hosting parent 
coffees each week on Sunday mornings, 
which is a chance for parents to stay 
after ALIYAH begins, meet each other, 
and shmooze. If you’re in the building—
come say hello!

Re:Connecting with 
Jewish Education
By Mel Berwin, Director of Congregational Learning

Mel's Corner
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My daughter Bella had 
a Bat Mitzvah twin, 
Betje de Vries, who 
died in the Holocaust. 
Believe it or not, that 

“twinship” started from a Facebook ad. 
For once the algorithm was spot on! An 
ad from Yad VaShem, the holocaust me-
morial and center in Israel, was promot-
ing a Twinning Project. I was intrigued, 
so I signed up.

When a packet came in the mail, we were 
suddenly connected with Betje de Vries, 
who was born in Amsterdam. Bella’s mid-
dle name and her Hebrew name are Batya, 
so the name Betje was a lovely match for 
her. We learned about Betje’s family, were 
given stunning photos of each of her fam-
ily members, and received some sugges-
tions on how to incorporate a Bat Mitzvah 
twin in our upcoming simcha. 

Two summers ago, while we were in the 
Netherlands, I hoped to make some con-
nections to Betje’s past. We had some 
information from the testimony pages in 
the Yad Vashem packet, including her for-
mer address. We made a point to stand 
in front of her house on what would have 
been her 91st birthday. It was a profound 
and meaningful moment. 

I was so curious to know who had signed 
the testimonies for Yad Vashem. These 

forms verifying that this person lived 
and died during the war and are typically 
filled out by a surviving family member. 
I could tell it was a Dutch person from 
the handwriting. I sent a letter via post. I 
received a text response a few days later 
insisting we have lunch so we could talk. 
I didn’t even know who this person was 
yet, and we were being invited over! 

Reini, who is 84, had filled out the testi-
monies. Her mother and Betje’s mother 
were sisters, making Reini and Betje 
first cousins. We spent several hours at 
Reini’s house with her daughter Judith, 
hearing their stories and understanding 
the past. 

Throughout Europe there are stumble 
stones, called Stolpersteine, in front of 
the homes of people who were victims 
of World War II, most often Jews. Each 
one shows the name of the person, the 
dates of their deportation, and their 
death. They are placed right on the side-
walk, so you stumble over them: they 
are just there, out in the open. The in-
dividual, personal part of history is right 
there in front of you. 

During our time with Judith and Reini, 
we asked if there were stumble stones 
for Betje and her family. Since there 
weren’t, we asked if we could help make 
that happen. Reini and Judith gave us 
their blessing. Each stone costs 
$150; we had hoped to raise 
enough to cover five stones 
for Betje and her immediate 
family. This became the tikkun 
olam, or repairing the world, 
part of Bella’s Bat Mitzvah. 

We were completely blown 
away by the response and 
support we received when we 
shared Bella’s project. Over 39 
families from all over the U.S. 
contributed to the stones, so 

we raised enough money to pay for 11 
stones. Bella spoke proudly at her Bat 
Mitzvah of this girl she didn’t know but 
was close to. She honored Betje during 
her simcha and made sure her memory 
wasn’t forgotten. 

Last spring we were in Amsterdam for 
a whirlwind trip. The stones for Betje’s 
family and cousins were being laid in a 
special ceremony, and Reini and Judith 
invited us to be a part of it. Bella and I got 
to speak, joined by ambassadors from 
the U.S., Israel, and Germany. We stood 
in front of Betje’s former home and hon-
ored her family. We sang, prayed, and 
cried. It was an incredible experience 
which we are truly grateful for. 

May the memories of Betje’s entire 
family be for a blessing. Yom Hashoah 
begins at sundown May 5.

Re:membering Betje
By Naomi Leavitt

Gathering with Reini and her children, the maker 
of the stones, the U.S. ambassador to the 

Netherlands, and the Leavitts

These Stolpersteine are in front of the home 
Betje's family lived in until they were taken 

during the war

 Bella reading her speech next to Naomi and 
two of Reini’s children
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It really is lovely getting anything 
in the mail from a real person,” 
said Gail Sherman, referring both 
to hard-copy letters that arrive in 
one’s mailbox and those that aren’t 

a bill or ad for 1-800-Carpet. Regarding 
Congregation Neveh Shalom’s Lev Note 
initiative, begun at the start of this Jew-
ish New Year, Gail said, “(Receiving) the 
notes themselves confirm community. 
A Lev Note is not just a random note, 
but it’s an immediate way to recognize 
shared values in a community.”

The Lev Note name is a riff on the idea 
of a “love note” that originated from 
synagogue staff’s collaborative con-
versations about this year’s overarch-
ing theme: “Lev Shalem: How Do We 
Learn, Love, and Lead with Our Whole 
Hearts?” Lev Note packets – available 
for free in a Neveh Shalom main office 
near you – are specially designed to en-
courage congregants to write and send 
notes to others as a show of apprecia-
tion, if not love, Marlene Edenzon, the 
CNS executive director, explains.

“They are there to help people show 
gratitude, appreciation and love, and be 
connected to community,” she stated. 
“Lev Notes are a great way to promote 
these ideas and are how individuals in 
our kehillah can show love with a whole 
heart,” Marlene noted, providing a key 
definition, wholeheartedness, of Lev 

Shalem. She added, “Those who partici-
pated as both sender and receiver in the 
launch of this initiative in Fall 2023 have 
really appreciated it.” 

Jennifer and Mark Kalenscher and Lidia 
and Raul Krivoy have been on both ends 
of Lev Notes. “I think the Lev Notes are a 
great addition to the many ways and op-
portunities Neveh provides congregants 
to reach out, connect, or touch someone,” 
Lidia and Raul expressed in a joint email. 

“We’d sent a few cards before we got 
one ourselves,” they continued. “When 
Raul got one it inspired him to write a 
couple of new ones to folks who did 
great work for the shul. It was a great 
feeling to receive a thoughtful note from 
the heart, knowing that the sender took 
the time to acknowledge us.”

Mark, incoming Board president, also 
received a note. “It was a pleasant sur-
prise,” he said, “and made me feel seen 
and appreciated for my contributions. 
This is a simple yet meaningful way to 
tell people how much we value them as 
congregants and individuals.”

Marlene hopes more members of our ke-
hillah will help reinvigorate the Lev Note 
enterprise. There are so many reasons 
to send one (or more), including for Fa-
ther’s Day, graduations, and related rites 
of passage, as well as “just because.” 

“Any way you can show ‘I’m 
thinking about you’ is a good 
thing,” Marlene stated, noting, 
“A little retro is good, too, and 
these postcards take a moment 
longer than an email or text and 
helps make more intimate our 
large institution.” She added 
that a new theme is in the works 
for next year, so get a Lev Note 
packet of five while you can. 

Gail’s younger sister died in August 
2023, shortly before the High Holy 
Days, and her sorrow was heavy. She’d 
recently read a shul eblast about Lev 
Notes and realized, “I could use them to 
acknowledge those who were in touch 
with me after her death.” She took a 
pack of the postcards emblazoned with 
the Lev Shalem logo – two fingerprints 
in the shape of a heart – and wrote to 
fellow kehillah members. 

“It was really healing for me to do that; I 
feel connected to the larger CNS commu-
nity in doing so,” Gail said. “For me, this 
is what Lev Shalem means, to facilitate 
being in community, to have been sup-
ported after the death of my baby sister.”

Gail urges you to grab some postcards 
and take a moment to send a note from 
your Lev Shalem, whole heart: “We 
don’t want to generate dead trees [un-
used paper] but we do want to generate 
a heart connection between Jews. All 
people really do feel touched by getting 
a personal note in the mail, and it just 
doesn’t take that long to do.”

More details can be found at this link: 
nevehshalom.org/levnotes

Re:visiting - Lev Notes = Love Notes
By Jenn Director Knudsen

Mark Kalenscher with a Lev Note 
he received in the mail

Lidia and Raul Krivoy
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It’s 1:30 pm as the plane lands at 
Ben Gurion, but my eyes are burn-
ing from overtiredness. I exit the 
terminal and make my way to bag-
gage claim. Photos of hostages line 

the walkways, demanding to be brought 
home, now. 

“What is the purpose of your visit?” in-
quires the customs agent. I mull over 
potential replies before spitting out: 
“I’m here to visit family.” He tells me 
to enjoy my trip. While my response 
is truthful, my trip halfway around the 
globe is about much more than simply 
visiting family. I am here to show soli-
darity with Israel.

My cousin Chaya picks me up at the air-
port. We talk about her twin brother, an 
IDF Combat Officer, who was killed in 
Gaza in November. I fight back tears as 
she speaks with a stoic calmness. “We 
can’t let Arnon’s death be in vain. We 
must fight on. It’s what he would have 
wanted,” she tells me, in a tone driven 
by a deep respect for her homeland.

We head to Jerusalem to drop off a suit-
case full of supplies I brought for a doc-

tor in need. She is overjoyed with 
gratitude. Next, we go to the Kotel. 
Tears stream down our cheeks as 
we pray for the safe return of the 
hostages and peace for Israel. In an 
effort to seal our prayers, we care-
fully step away from the wall walk-
ing backward.

The next few days are spent volun-
teering on agricultural farms, where 
I make new friends from all over the 
globe. The farmers are grateful for 
the extra hands and send us home 
with containers of freshly picked 
strawberries and oranges.

I wake up on Thursday and try 
to mentally prepare for the day. 
I’m heading to the Negev with Zemer, 
an activist who helps people bear wit-
ness to the October 7th atrocities. The 
air is heavy as we discuss politics and 
the war. We stop at a bomb shelter in 
Sderot covered in bullet holes. We see 
hundreds of cars that were blown up by 
grenades, the owners’ contents still vis-
ible: a hairbrush, an open pack of gum, 
a water bottle. We pay our respects at 
a kibbutz where dozens of Filipino farm 
workers were slaughtered, and then we 
head to the site of the Nova Music Fes-
tival in Re’im. Loud artillery booms in 
Gaza punctuate our emotions every few 
minutes.

At a soldier rest area in Shuva, I hand out 
the socks and cards I collected from Or-
egon, along with hugs. The soldiers are 
appreciative of the support from global 
Jews. I thank them for doing the difficult 
work of protecting all of us. Zemer and I 
drive home in quiet contemplation.

Shabbat is spent with my family in Yesud 
HaMa’ala, near Lebanon. Booms from 
the Iron Dome awaken me at night in re-

sponse to rockets. When Shabbat is over, 
I visit my dad’s grave in Tzfat. As I set 
down rocks on his grave, I consider what 
he might say about the current situation. 
I can hear his voice ringing in my head, 
saying “Be proud of your Judaism.”

It is my last day in Israel and Hostage 
Square is quiet. A few people are hold-
ing signs demanding the Red Cross do 
their job. A woman is singing an Ishay 
Ribo song while a man next to her holds 
a poster with hostage Noa Argamani on 
it. I recall her story from the news and 
wonder if they are related.

Chaya drives me to the airport that night. 
We hug tightly and fight back tears. I 
check my bags and walk past the hostage 
posters once again. I text Chaya when I 
land in L.A. “Thank you. For everything. 
Will try to come back this summer.” 

I head to Customs. “What was the na-
ture of your visit to Israel?” I scrutinize 
the question more carefully this time 
before responding. “To help,” I reply. “I 
came to help Israel.”

Emily and her cousin Chaya at the Kotel

Re:port - I Came to Help 
Israel By Emily Yeomans

Emily and soldier at a military base
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There’s a tradition on 
Shavuot night to stay 
up until sunrise study-
ing Torah. Today when 
I think about pulling 

an all-nighter, it usually involves 
humidifiers and children’s ibupro-
fen, but twenty years ago, when 
I was in seminary, Shavuot night 
found the beit midrash filled to 
the brim with men and women 
learning Torah from after the eve-
ning prayers until the first light of 
morning.

I always felt pressure to decide 
how I would fill those ten hours of 
overnight study. It’s momentous—
what book does one open to com-
memorate the receiving of the en-
tire Torah? One tradition is to read 
the first and last line of every sin-
gle book, from Genesis to Uktzim 
(the last chapter of the Mishna). Some 
focus on texts related to the holiday it-
self. I always gravitated towards some 
spiritual text that would really mean 
something. One year, I spent the night 
with my younger sister reviewing for an 
exam in Prophets that she had coming 
up in school.

Today, as a mother, I think about this 
question of what book do I open? more 
broadly. How do I create a deep and 
broad Jewish experience for my chil-
dren, so that when they consider their 
Jewish identity, they can see the myriad 
of legitimate and meaningful pathways 
that lay before them?

Many parents around me grapple with 
this same question, in different frames. 
A group of parents of school-aged kids 
recently discussed how we each con-
tend with the “why do I have to go to re-

ligious school?” conversation, and when 
it makes sense to push our kids to par-
ticipate despite their protests. A fellow 
parent of a preschool-aged child spoke 
to me about the importance of Jewish 
songs and celebrations at this young 
age, saying “It creates nostalgia. With-
out nostalgia, there is no lifelong con-
nection.” As parents, it can feel daunting 
to be the ones responsible for the con-
tinuation of Jewish identity and learn-
ing in our children. We want to make it 
meaningful for them, and we inevitably 
also strive to right any wrongs that we 
may have experienced in our own child-
hoods. We try to curate a more healthy, 
more enjoyable Jewish experience for 
our children in hopes that they will love 
what we loved and be protected from 
the parts we hated. 

In our family, our approach has been 
diversify, diversify, diversify. To be clear, 

this did not start as a thoughtful 
educational tactic. It was a natu-
ral consequence of the inherent 
contradictions and complexities 
that already existed in our Jewish 
lives. My husband grew up in Lat-
in America, where being Jewish 
and Zionist in a sea of Catholicism 
was to be marked as different, 
strange, and insular. I spent years 
as an Orthodox Jew and today am 
a proud Torah-secular Jew (yes, I 
made that up). My husband feels 
more comfortable in an orthodox 
service. I feel most comfortable 
anywhere that will let me speak 
my mind. We both identify deep-
ly with Israeli Judaism. We both 
want our kids to be proud of their 
heritage. 

Since we moved to the States 
ten years ago, we navigated our 

way through the different communities 
as we saw fit. We ignored the various 
pitches to join one group or another. 
We thought we didn’t belong to any 
of them. Then, one day, I realized we 
actually belonged to them all. I have 
watched my children enter Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reform, and other Jew-
ish spaces with the confidence that they 
belonged and could contribute to each. 
I see them asking deep questions about 
why some Jews do things one way and 
some another. I see them taking lessons 
they’ve learned from one community 
and bringing them to another. 

By diversifying their Jewish experience, 
we have made it more robust and com-
plex. They know that there are a million 
ways to be Jewish, all of them right in 
some way. And we have given them an 
incredible gift—the gift of choice. 

Realizing We Belong to 
Them All By Emily Silverman



13  | The Chronicle  www.nevehshalom.orgPage

There’s an old saw in the shul 
world that goes something 
like this: Question: “What is 
the best volunteer position to 
hold?” Answer: “Immediate 

past-president.” Liza Milliner, immedi-
ate past-president as of this July, dis-
agrees with this one. 

Reflecting on her past 12 years on the 
Board of Directors, followed by two 
years as president (and only the third 
woman in Neveh Shalom history to hold 
this role), Liza said, “I thought I’d be hap-
py to be done, but instead I feel mixed. 
I once thought maybe I’d disappear for 
a while, but no. I’m not leaving volun-
teering at Neveh.” Rather, she finds that 
thinking ahead remotivates her to con-
tinue to finish some initiatives she’s be-
gun but that remain incomplete.

So what’s next for Liza in synagogue life?

Taking a page from her professional life 
as a manager in a semiconductor manu-
facturing company, she says she’d like 
to implement more active leadership-
training opportunities. That means get-
ting a wider swath of kehillah members 
on committees and helping them grow 
in their volunteer capacity to pave the 
path toward bigger leadership commit-
ments like joining the Board of Direc-
tors, its Executive Committee, and per-
haps even working toward becoming a 
future president of Neveh Shalom.

“I think people like to start small rather 
than starting big,” such as jumping di-
rectly from a committee to the Board, 
Liza explains. She believes it’s best to 

first get to know more fellow 
congregants and their ideas in 
order to engage in smaller ini-
tiatives that provide an impor-
tant, foundational view of our 
large and diverse synagogue.

Liza says a small task force 
that included herself, Brian 
Suher, and Eric Oslund created 
a short handbook that was to 
lend greater structure to com-
mittees, their chairs, and their 
members. But that was in 2020, 
“So then, of course, it wasn’t 
our first priority,” due to the 
pandemic. 

She plans to revive a similar 
task force to benefit Neveh 
Shalom’s 18 committees, such as Mem-
bership, The Chronicle (hint!), Ritual, 
Building and Grounds, and Chesed, not-
ing that “people will volunteer more 
when they have guidance.”

Marlene Edenzon said Liza is among 
those in our kehillah who helped sell her 
on becoming Neveh Shalom’s executive 
director after Fred Rothstein’s retire-
ment. 

“It was obvious from the start Liza was 
in it as president for all the right rea-
sons, saying ‘It’s my turn to lead and get 
things done,’” Marlene stated, adding, 
“She’s easy to approach and talk to, and 
she doesn’t hold anything back; I felt 
like this person could be my friend.”

Liza says, “I look forward to just being 
a volunteer” in lieu of Board president, 

and to returning to putting more time 
into personal passions such as fundrais-
ing for the annual local Walk MS on be-
half of the National MS Society, wood-
working, and gardening—and of course, 
spending more time with her wife, Beth, 
and their three beloved bulldogs. 

Coming this June to Liza’s storied garden 
is a new and expanded crop of giant to-
matoes, jalapeños, garlic, squash, and 
loofahs that she’ll train along a trellis 
she builds herself. “The past two years 
I tried squeezing these activities into my 
life to help keep me calm, but now I’ll 
have the time since I won’t be in meet-
ings four out of five nights a week!” Liza 
said. 

She might want to revisit that shul saw 
that was introduced at the beginning of 
this piece.

As Outgoing President, Liza 
Milliner Re:flects, Re:motivates, 
Re:vives, Re:turns, and Re:visits
By Jenn Director Knudsen

Liza Milliner
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Member News

We regret to inform you of the passing of CNS member 
Bobbie Altmark, z”l, on December 21 at the age of 79. She 
is lovingly remembered by her son, Asa (Debra) Altmark; 
her grandchildren, David and Eric Altmark, and her brother, 
Jerry Gellis.

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of Celina Beatriz 
(Levinton) Jacobson, z”l, on Saturday, December 30th. 
Celina is the daughter of the late Leon and Flora Levinton, 
z”l. Celina is loved and remembered by her children, 
Deborah (Ariel) Levy, Issac (Reli) Jacobson, Lucas Jacobson, 
and David (Katie) Jacobson; her grandchildren, Kayim, Orr, 
Val, Ella, Kali, Ronen, Jonah, Zev, and Zelda; her late brother 
Sergio, z”l (Dora) Levinton; her nephew Pablo; a wonderful 
extended family, and dear friends. 

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of Ethel Birnbach, 
z”l, just shy of her 97th birthday. She is lovingly remembered 
by her children, Jack (Melanie) Birnbach and Gerry (Donna) 
Birnbach. A spring celebration of life is being planned. 

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of CNS member 
Josif Sheinkman, z”l, on January 5, 2024. He is lovingly 
remembered by his wife Inna Sheinkman; his daughters 
Lana (Joe Ahadian) Sheinkman and Alla (Justin) Pierce, and 
two grandchildren.

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of CNS member 
Seymour Lawrence “Larry” Kaner, z”l, at the age of 92. He 
is loving remembered by his wife, Betty Kaner, children Lisa 
(Peter Glade) Kaner, Richard (Sara) Kaner, Robert (Ellen) 
Kaner, and seven grandchildren. 

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of CNS member 
Suzanne Liberman, z”l, at the age of 94. She is predeceased 
by Eric Llewelyn Liberman, z”l, and is lovingly remembered 
by her children, Adam (Gemma Whelan) Liberman and Lev 
(Joan) Liberman, and her four grandchildren.

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of Helene Cogen, 
z”l, on February 1, 2024. She was predeceased by her 
husband Stephen Cogen, z”l, and is lovingly remembered by 
her sons Mitchell (Arlene) Cogen and Jeffrey (Lisa Pelligrino) 
Cogen, and her grandchildren Alana Cogen, Abrielle Cogen, 
Johanna Cogen, and Alexander Cogen. 

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of CNS member 
Janet Menashe, z”l, on Sunday, January 21, 2024. She is 
lovingly remembered by her husband Jerome Menashe, 
her daughter Erika Menashe, and her siblings Diane (John 
Baringer) Lefkow, Michael Lefkow, Joe (Joanne) Menashe, 
and Denise Menashe.

We are sorry to inform you of the passing of Vern Beck, 
z”l, on January 22, 2024. He is lovingly remembered by his 
children Laura (Rabbi David) Kosak, and Eric (Trish) Beck, 
and grandchildren Shayah and Amitai Kosak, and Maddox 
and Dane Beck. 

Yihi Zichram Baruch – Our condolences to CNS members who have recently lost loved ones. 

Marsha Spellman and Jacob Haas are kvelling this month 
with TWO major life events! On November 8, son Jacob Haas 
and wife Riki Dayan welcomed daughter Yona Ahava Raba to 
join big sister Keshet, into their beautiful family in Victoria, 
Canada. And on December 10, daughter Leah Haas married 
her love, Richard Mopas, in Sayulita, Mexico. Jacob officiated 
the wedding under a big palapa overlooking the beach. Mar-
sha says: “It’s been a busy beautiful couple of months.”

Mazel tov to Rabbi Eve Posen on 
graduating from the 18Doors fel-
lowship program dedicated to sup-
porting interfaith families. Pictured 
is Rabbi Eve with the framed paper 
cutout artwork that was given as a 
graduation gift.

Mazel tov to Dorice and Bob Horenstein on the birth of their 
new granddaughter Maya Adi Mazor. 
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Neveh Shalom Happenings
Please enjoy this sampling of what is being offered at Neveh Shalom. The best way to get the latest information is through our 
weekly eblasts. You can sign up at: news@nevehshalom.org. Please visit the website for links at: nevehshalom.org/calendar.

Sisterhood BIPOC meeting
Wed., Apr. 3, May 1, June 5, 7-9pm, Zoom
Women of different backgrounds discuss 
questions of faith and confronting social justice 
issues. Contact: smallfryeterp@gmail.com

Sisterhood Mah Jongg Tournament
Sunday, April 7, 11:00am-4:00pm
A fun filled day of Mah Jongg and friendship. 
Experienced and new players welcome. 

Art, Heart, and Soul: Hand-painted Ceramics
Thursday, April 11, 6:00-9:00pm
Join us as we take a field trip to The Butterfly 
Effect Art Space in Multnomah Village 
for an unforgettable evening of creativity 
and camaraderie. Contact: lrichmond@
nevehshalom.org

Women’s Torah Study
Sat., Apr. 13, May 11, 25, June 8, 12:30pm
Join Mel Berwin for an hour of uplifting 
study and conversation. In-person.

Men’s Club Poker Tournament
Sunday, April 14, 5:00-9:00pm
Join the Men’s Club Texas Hold‘em 
Tournament. Open to everyone 18+.

Wise Women Social Brown Bag Lunch
Thurs., Apr. 18, May 16, June 20, 12:00-
1:30pm, Rm. 102
Pack a lunch and join this friendly group 
of women to schmooze and empower one 
another. Contact: jenkal@comcast.net

Teen Comedy Night
Saturday, April 20, 7:00-9:00pm
We will hear a stand-up act and learn some 
improv skills to take with us into our lives!

Service Project and Ice Skating with 
Interfaith Youth
Sunday, April 21, 10:00am -1:30pm
5th-8th graders: Join youth from a local 
Lutheran youth group for a service project 
benefiting youth in foster care.

Sisterhood Book Group - 7:00pm
May 20: Antisemitism by Deborah Lipstadt
June 24: The Confidante by Chrisopher C. 
                Gorham
Contact: dianeandjosh@hotmail.com

2nd Night Passover Seder
Tuesday, April 23, Time TBA
Join Rabbi Kosak and the CNS community 
for a special 2nd night Passover Seder.

8th Annual Neveh Shalom Family Camp at 
Camp Solomon Schechter: Passover Edition
Thursday-Sunday, April 25-April 28, 2024
Families with kids through 3rd grade gather 
for Shabbat and community in this special 
Passover family camp.

Young Adult Seder
Saturday, April 27, Time TBA
20s-30s adults from Neveh Shalom and all 
over the PDX Jewish Community will gather at 
Congregation Beth Israel to celebrate Pesach.

Mimouna Celebration
Thursday, May 2, 5:00-9:00pm
Enjoy a traditional Moroccan celebration to end 
Pesach, and enjoy festive crafts, treats, music, 
dance, and henna. Fun activities for all ages.

Yoni Suher, z”l, Scholar-in-Residence Program
May 3-5 
Join us for an exciting conversation about 
“Science, Artificial Intelligence, and the 
Human Connection” with Award-winning 
Physicist, Professor Daniel Zajfman.

Youth Activities Lunch and Outdoor 
Adventures
Sunday, May 5, 12:00 -1:30pm 
3rd -5th grades: Pizza lunch provided, then 
outdoor adventures in the woods near CNS. 

Shroud Crowd
Sunday, May 5, 2-4pm, Room 102
Help create traditional burial clothing for 
use by the Chevra Kavod haMet. Contact: 
sandyaxel@msn.com

Tichon Teen Storytelling Performance
Wednesday, May 8, 7:00pm
Tichon storytelling performance. The 
congregation is invited to attend this special 
event as our teens perform true short 
stories from their lives.

Cooking for Outside In: Sunday, May 12, 
June 9, 12-2pm, CNS “Marla’s” Kitchen
Cook a meal to feed homeless teens. 
Contact: 8888octopus8888@gmail.com

What’s SUP?
May 26th, 1:00 -3:30pm
5th-8th graders, have fun stand-up paddling 
with Youth Activities! 

Shavuot Celebration - More info TBA
June 11-13

CNS Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 20, 7:00pm
Please join the whole CNS community at our 
annual meeting.

Morning Minyan and Shabbat Services
Please visit the website for more info

Morning Minyan
Monday-Friday, 7:15am (7:00am Jewish 
holidays and Rosh Chodesh; 9:00am US 
holidays); Sundays, 8:45am

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Fridays, 6:15pm

Sisterhood Shabbat
Friday, May 17, 6:15pm

Shabbat on the Plaza Begins
Friday, June 7, 6:15pm

Kol Shabbat
2nd Friday, 7:15pm
Lay-led, voices-only service.

4th Friday Shabbat w/Rabbi Eve
4th Fridays, 5:15pm
Rabbi Eve leads Shabbat for families (ages 
0-10), with singing, a story, and blessings.

Saturday Morning Shabbat Service
Saturdays, 9:30am

Downstairs Minyan Shabbat Service
2nd, 4th, 5th Saturdays, 9:30am

 
Tot Shabbat (Ages 0-5)
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:30am
Join young families as we gather together 
for some Tot Shabbat fun. 

Kiddush Club (K-3rd Grade)
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10:30am
Morah Sarah Rohr and Moreh Gershon 
Liberman alternate leading Kiddush Club.
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Deborah & Jeffrey 
Gussoff 
Major Pruitt from Robert & Jeannie 
Rosenthal 
Lorraine Weger from Elisa Weger 

ALIYAH DONATION 2023-24 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Vicki & Alan 
Rotstein 
Janet Menashe from Vicki & Alan 
Rotstein 
Cele Schwartz from Lawrence & 
Elizabeth Schwartz 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
in memory of
Allan Sherman from Jerry & Gayle 
Marger 

BANASKY CHAPEL BEAUTIFICATION 
FUND 
in memory of
Irma & Sol Banasky from Bob & 
Jeannie Rosenthal 

BUILDING FUND DONATION 
in honor of
Ron Blumenthal from Barbara & 
Barry Caplan 
in memory of
Allan Sherman from Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert H. Rosenthal 

CAMP SOLOMON SCHECHTER 
FUND 
in honor of
Mattan Kama from Bev & Ian 
Getreu 
in memory of
Nellie & Morris Levenson from 
Robert & Jeannie Rosenthal 
Julius Levenson from Robert & 
Jeannie Rosenthal 
Ruth Leveton from Robert & 
Jeannie Rosenthal 
Rebecca Mudrick from Steven & 
Wendy Shain 
Paul Norr from Edward & Elaine 
Newman 
Paul Norr from Susan Sunkle 
Shirley Twain from David & Carol 
Twain 
Susan Twain from David & Carol 
Twain 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
in honor of
Cantor Eyal Bitton from Lee & Jane 
Mopper 

CEMETERY FUND 
in memory of
Lynda Benson-Pollak from Jeffrey 
Melnick & Dana Benson-Melnick 
Anna Bleich from Jo-Ann Bleich 
Florence Bookman from Marlene 
Brenner 
Delphine Davis from Barry & Laura 
Davis 
Philip Grayson from Nancy 
Fruchtengarten 
Bella H. Hoffman from Marvin & 
Barbara Wolf 
Robert Mudrick from Allison Mudrick 
Rebecca Mudrick from Allison 
Mudrick 
Betty Rosencrantz from Arne & 
Lynn Rosencrantz 
Allan Sherman from Janice Weiner 
Allan Sherman from Jerrie Roth 
Allan Sherman from Jo-Ann Bleich 
Allan Sherman from Marlene Brenner 
Louis Slifman from Nancy Slifman 
Khaya Talal from Gennady & Irina 
Talal & Family
Marc Tobin from Phillip & Patricia 
Tobin 
Shirley Trademan from Marlene 
Brenner 

CHAI FUND 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Rick & Sharyl Vagy 

CHARACK KITCHEN FUND 
in honor of
Marla & Bob Weiner from Jackie & 
Harold Lesch 
in memory of
Raquel Garber from Rosana 
Berdichevsky 
Samuel Garber from Rosana 
Berdichevsky 

CHARITY FOOD FUND 
in memory of
M’Liss Gilbert from Renee Holzman 
Lena Holzman from Renee Holzman 

COOKIE YOELIN FLORAL FUND 
in memory of
Mildred Yoelin from Brian & Amara 
Norman 

DANZKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
in memory of
Alan Sherman from Darlene Menashe 

DAVID & ROSALIE LESCH CAMP 
FUND 
in memory of
Harry & Mary Lesch from Jeanette 
Philan 

Max Philan from Jeanette Philan 
Benjiman Philan from Jeanette 
Philan & Family
Elizabeth & Samuel Wolf from 
Jeanette Philan 

EDDY SHULDMAN DOWNSTAIRS 
KIDDUSH LUNCHEON FUND 
in memory of
Anne & Philip Shuldman from Jeff 
Edmundson & Eddy Shuldman 

ELAINE & GLORIA SCHILLER 
BOOKSHELF FUND 
in memory of
Meir Hirsh Balmuth from Lorraine 
Widman 

FELDSTEIN LIBRARY FUND 
in memory of
Lena Axel from Elliot & Suzanne 
Axel 
Eugene Eiseman from Ron & 
Rebecca Eiseman 
Gerda Eiseman from Ron & 
Rebecca Eiseman 
Maurice Goldberg from Elliot & 
Suzanne Axel 
Beatrice Goldberg Richman from 
Elliot & Suzanne Axel 
Judy Gold-Woods from Elizabeth 
Gold 
Frank H. Eiseman from Ron & 
Rebecca Eiseman 
Sylvia Mae Becker from Glenn & 
Martha Decherd 
Hilde Miriam Jacob from Ron & 
Rebecca Eiseman 
Leo Schwartz from Elizabeth Gold 

FOUNDATION SCHOOL FUND 
in appreciation of
Randi Smith from Geraldine Roth 
in memory of
Ethel Birnbach from Mylen & 
Rosalyn Shenker 
Ralph Funes from Paul Schlesinger 
& Janis Shleifer-Rosenfeld 
Elisa Funes from Paul Schlesinger & 
Janis Shleifer-Rosenfeld 
William Hoffman from Marvin & 
Barbara Wolf 
Irwin Holzman from Renee 
Holzman 
Jerome Holzman from Renee 
Holzman 
Brauna Hornstein from Marvin & 
Barbara Wolf 
Nathaniel Jaffe from Stephanie 
Semler 
Charlotte Kapel from Ronald & 
Barbara Blumenthal 
Jacob Rabin from Joy Rabin 

Sonia Rabin Allen from Joy Rabin 
Mary Rosenberg from Renee 
Holzman 
David Rosenfeld from Paul 
Schlesinger & Janis Shleifer-
Rosenfeld 
Bertha Rothkow from Sybil Slate 
Allan Sherman from Rhoda Leopold 
Morrie Shleifer from Paul 
Schlesinger & Janis Shleifer-
Rosenfeld 
Joyce Singer from Richard & Susan 
Garber 
Jordan Smith from Jerrie Roth & 
Family 
Dorothy Spiro from Rena Ziegler 

GENERAL SYNAGOGUE FUND
get well wishes for
Melanie Birnbach from Rick & Abby 
Menashe 
Holly Eby from Lisa Marie & 
Michael Lynch 
Gary Weinstein from Alan & Eve 
Rosenfeld 
in appreciation of
Bob & Marla from Raul & Lidia Krivoy 
Marlene, Liza & the Monday Evening 
Group from Ellis Kirschenbaum
in honor of
Leslie & Peter Beard from Ral 
Leidman 
Burton Gevurtz from Bradley & 
Julie Gevurtz 
Allan Sherman from Taya Meyer 
in memory of
Jacob Abraham Michel from Robert 
Michel 
Stanley Abrams from Marlene 
Abrams 
Anne B. Ellis from Alan & Peggy Ellis 
Maxine Barker from Robert & Holly 
Cohn 
Anne Barthold from Stuart & 
Jacqueline Barthold 
Matthew Barthold from Stuart & 
Jacqueline Barthold 
Vern Beck from Stephanie Arnheim 
& John Sheldon 
Vern Beck from Victor & Toinette 
Menashe 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beizer from 
Leonid & Ana Smetana 
Percy Bernstein from Barbara 
Bernstein Fant 
Ethel Birnbach from Rick & Abby 
Menashe 
Ethel Birnbach from Sanford & 
Wendi Menashe 
Ethel Birnbach from Stephen & 
Diana Sirkin 
Jerry Blank from Alan Blank & Ellyn 
Sternfield 

Continued on next page
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Rose Blauer from Stanley & Judith 
Blauer 
Meyer Blauer from Stanley & Judith 
Blauer 
Rebecca Bockman from Ronald & 
Brandon Bockman 
Frances Braverman from Mark & 
Cindy Braverman 
Fred Buchwalter from Charles & 
Lisa Buchwalter 
Yetta Buckman from Mark & Cindy 
Braverman 
Simon Bursz from Margarete Collier 
Harry C. Friedman from Abraham & 
Rita Frydman 
Sandra Caplan from Steven & Tess Caplan 
Monte & Beatrice Chusid from 
Larry Chusid 
Gitl Cleyderman from Abram & 
Rimma Press 
Arthur Cooper from Mitch & Eileen 
Cooper 
Ayzik Dinets from Yakov & Anna 
Smetana 
Garrett Douglas Hughes from 
Sandra & William Bennett 
Candise DuBoff Jones from Leonard 
& Mary DuBoff 
Oscar Dunis from Robert & Harriet 
Perkel 
Maxwell Eason from Lanny & Kay 
Eason 
Family from Jerome & Lisa Eckstein 
Isaak Gendler from Raisa Premysler 
Betty Glassman from Sherry Glassman 
Martin Glick from Stuart & 
Jacqueline Barthold 
Rose Glick from Stuart & Jacqueline 
Barthold 
Mr. & Mrs. Pavel Golberg from 
Leonid & Ana Smetana 
Joseph Greenberg from Nelson & 
Bela Friedman 
Grayce Greenwald from Stuart & 
Jacqueline Barthold 
Gloria Gurian from Kenneth Gurian 
George Hillel Barker from Robert & 
Holly Cohn 
Sharon Kagna & Joan LaPedis from 
Julian Kaufman 
Isabella Kaufman from Paul Weiden 
Edward Kay from Pam Calvo 
Pesya Khaya Katz from Gregory & 
Nelly Altotsky 
Abram Kizhner from Enya Rabovitser 
Miriam Kornberg from Alexander & 
Ilene Aginsky 
Kenneth Leventhal from Burton & 
Anita Leventhal 
Bogdana Levitsky from Moisey & 
Faina Talal 
Merritt Linn from Richard & Karen 
Solomon 

Anne M. Geffen from Thelma Geffen 
Nelly Malenkovich from Leonid 
Pereplyotchik 
Solomon Markus from Roza Markus 
Helen Mesher from Barbara & 
Judson Longaker 
Marcus Mesher from Barbara & 
Judson Longaker 
Ruth Meyer from Lora Meyer 
Yevgenia Mikhaylovna Giterman-
Faktorovi from Boris & Alla Piatski 
David Mitchell from Albert J. & 
Esther Menashe 
Motria Moraru from Simon Moraru 
Harold Myers from Julian Kaufman 
Mollie Nelson from Marlene Abrams 
Esther Nudelman from Alan & Eve 
Rosenfeld 
Helen Powles from Julian Kaufman 
Nisl Rabovitser from Enya Rabovitser 
Stanley Rogoway from Rick Rogoway 
David Rosenbaum from Simon 
Moraru 
David Rosenfeld from Alan & Eve 
Rosenfeld 
Shirley Rosenthal from Robert & 
Helene Rosenthal 
Joseph Safyan from Mark 
Rosenberg & Ilene Safyan 
Charlotte Schwartz from Larry & 
Brenda Schwartz 
Arthur Seibert from Michael & 
Barbara Titelbaum 
David Shaman from Paul & Susan 
Shaman 
Allan Sherman from Allan & Judy 
Weingard 
Allan Sherman from Taya Meyer 
Allan Sherman from Taya Meyer 
Allan Sherman from Jerry Barde 
Judith Sherman from Michael & 
Allison Sherman 
Allan Sherman from Taya Meyer 
Nesya Snitivker from Yakov & Anna 
Smetana 
Ray Solomon from Nancy Solomon 
Phineas Stevens from Julian Kaufman 
Boris Telengator from Tina Genesina 
Morton Titelbaum from Michael & 
Barbara Titelbaum 
Ida Toff from Harvey Rosen 
Ida Toff from Richard & Dianne 
Arensberg 
Klara Tolchinskaya from Peter & 
Alla Tolchinsky 
Gregoriy Tolchinsky from Peter & 
Alla Tolchinsky 
Nina Weinstein from Dana Weinstein 
Eleanor Weiss from Diana 
Robinson-Weiss 
Milton Winer from Deborah Winer 
& Brian Garrison 

Yafa Yukhayeva from Yuriy & Rena 
Yukhayev 
Jack Zidell from Raquel Zidell 
Evelyn Zurow from Rick & Debbie 
Zurow 

GLADYS & JOSEPH FENDEL CAMP 
FUND 
get well wishes for
Arden Shenker from George & 
Laura Fendel 
in honor of
Paula & Nigel Freedman from 
George & Laura Fendel 
in memory of
Ethel Birnbach from George & 
Laura Fendel 
Jack Ruben Menashe from Albert & 
Bette Lynn Menashe 
Madeline Vines from George & 
Laura Fendel 

GRAYCE GUMBERT FUND 
in memory of
Esther Feldstein from Beatrice Kay 
Gumbert 
Morrie Gumbert from Beatrice Kay 
Gumbert 

HESED CARING FUND 
in memory of
Laura Cordova from Lee & Sheri 
Cordova 
Victoria Cordova from Lee & Sheri 
Cordova 
Aiden Felgar from Lee & Sheri 
Cordova 
Jack Golden from Lee & Sheri 
Cordova 

HUNGER RELIEF FUND 
in memory of
Paul Gelber from Jeffrey & Julie 
Zola 
Sonia June Willer-Neuman from 
Judith Ahern 

HY & MYRA JACKSON ELEVATOR 
FUND 
in memory of
Shelly from Jackie Constantine 
Sylvia Jackson from Myra Jackson 
Sylvia Jackson from Richard & Abby 
Menashe 
Janet Landsberg from Steven 
Landsberg 
Alfred Rosenthal from Charles & 
Harriet Saxe 
Shelli Stern from Geraldine Roth 
Shelli Stern from Thelma Geffen 

ISRAEL 360 DONATION 
in memory of
Carl Kubin from Jill Johanson-Kubin 
Patrick Kubin from Jill Johanson-
Kubin 

ITAI DEWAR ADULT HEBREW 
LEARNING FUND 
in memory of
Alvar Berkeley from Mark & Gail 
Sherman 

KAREN AMI RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND 
in memory of
Mary Hasson from Emily Yeomans 

KIDDUSH LUNCH DONATION 
in honor of
Bob & Marla Weiner from Samuel 
Gottlieb & Carolyn Gorin 

L.J. ROSENBERG PLAYGROUND 
FUND 
in memory of
Joanna Menashe from Victor & 
Toinette Menashe 
Charisse Stein Laity from Marvin & 
Barbara Wolf 

LEAH/MARK RUBIN FS FUND 
in memory of
Mitchell Hayes Gilbert from Jay 
Gilbert 

LEONARD BARDE CEMETERY 
ENHANCEMENT FUND 
in memory of
Allan Sherman from Samuel 
Gottlieb & Carolyn Gorin 

LORA & JIM MEYER INCLUSION 
FUND 
in memory of
David & Minnie Rabinowitz from 
Lora Meyer 
Janet Menashe from Alan Blank & 
Ellyn Sternfield 

MARISA PATRICE STRAUSS YOUTH 
ACTIVITIES FUND 
in memory of
Allan Sherman from Naomi Strauss 

MARK AIL CAMPERSHIP FUND 
in memory of
Ronald Ail from David & Shelley Ail 

MAURICE SUSSMAN MITZVAH 
FUND 2023-24 
in memory of
Allan Sherman from Thelma Geffen 

The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 



                               For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com       Congregation Neveh Shalom, Portland, OR A 4C 05-0312

bit.LY/ShalomRiverView
Call 503.246.6488

1. Strict adherance to Jewish burial  
& funeral customs

2. Close to Ahavai Shalom Cemetery
3. Well-established facilities
4. Available 24 hours a day,  

seven days a week
5. Personalized & affordable
6. Plenty of parking
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or visit

Paint your own Pottery
NOW OPEN in Multnomah Village

7829 SW Capital Highway
Portland, OR 97219

503-719-6858
www.thebutterflyeffectartspace.com

        @thebutterflyeffectartstudio

Monday-Saturday 11-8 • Sunday 12-5

10% of Each Day’s Sales
Donated to a Non-Profit 

Express Yourself. Vibrate Higher. Help Repair The World.

 

 
Your Philanthropic Partner —  

Assuring Jewish Tomorrows 

503.248.9328 | OJCF.org

LET’S GROW  
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and Support Our
Congregation! 

CONTACT ME  
Kelly Day

kday@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2115

Homes with CharacterHomes with Character
35 years experience

Laurie Sonnenfeld Realty

(503) 750-1630
cascadiahomes.com

David Stein Owner
ISA & TRAQ Certified

503-610-6767
Tranquilitytreecare@gmail.com
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Lillian & Dave Weiner from Robert 
& Jeannie Rosenthal 

MILT HORENSTEIN MORNING 
MINYAN FUND 
get well wishes for
Alan Blank & Ellyn Sternfield from 
Anthony & Priscilla Kostiner 
in honor of
The Burda Family from Edward 
Jacobowitz 
The Morning Minyanaires from 
Richard & Erika Meyer 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Tony & Priscilla 
Kostiner 
Elizabeth Bloom Gordon from 
Anthony & Priscilla Kostiner 
Hortense Frank from Lawrence & 
Susan Rein 
Jane Heller Forst Banta from 
Anthony & Priscilla Kostiner 
Solomon Hiram Heller II from 
Anthony & Priscilla Kostiner 
Nettle Kostiner from Anthony & 
Priscilla Kostiner 
Jan Markowitz from Anthony & 
Priscilla Kostiner 
Lillian Rein from Lawrence & Susan 
Rein 
Freda Rovech from Jeffrey Lazarus 
Lawrence Shapiro from Howard & 
Petra Shapiro 
Louis Ushman from David & 
Roxanne Ushman 
Charlotte Ushman from David & 
Roxanne Ushman 

MONTROSE VIDEO FUND 
in memory of
Jack Ehrlich from Susan & Leonard 
Moskowitz 

MOSKOWITZ FUND 
in honor of
Laurel Oziel from Riley & Marci 
Atkins 

MUSIC LIBRARY FUND 
in memory of
Rose Goldstein from Andrew & 
Jean Goldstein 

ONEG SHABBAT DONATION 
in appreciation of
The boys in the Ellis Street Band 
from Brian Suher & Barbara Atlas 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
in memory of
Albert Algaze from Andrew & Rosy 
Levy 

RABBI JOSHUA STAMPFER 
EDUCATION FUND 
in memory of
Betty Balmuth from Lorraine 
Widman 
Allan Sherman from Victor & 
Toinette Menashe 

RABBI KOSAK DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 
get well wishes for
Paulee Leyvas from Diane Kahn 
in appreciation of
Rabbi David Kosak from Inna 
Sheinkman 
Rabbi David Kosak from Sandra 
Biller 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Alan Blank & Ellyn 
Sternfield 
Vern Beck from Arden & Lois 
Shenker 
Vern Beck from Bob & Arleen 
Zucker 
Vern Beck from Elliot & Suzanne 
Axel 
Vern Beck from Harvey & Sandy 
Platt 
Vern Beck from Ian & Beverly 
Getreu 
Vern Beck from Myra Jackson 
Vern Beck from Riley & Marci 
Atkins 
Vern Beck from Robert & Arleen 
Zucker 
Vern Beck from Roz & Mylen 
Shenker 
Vern Beck from Samuel Gottlieb & 
Carolyn Gorin 
Vern Beck from Stephen & Diana 
Sirkin 
Vern Beck from Stephen & Toby 
Blake 
Edna Callin from Jeffrey & Barbara 
Farber 
Arnold Cogan from Sue & Bob Van 
Brocklin 
Annie Feves from Roz & Mylen 
Shenker & Family 
Janet Menashe from Roz & Mylen 
Shenker 
John & Edith Odenheimer from Ron 
& Judith Odenheimer 
Marvin Rosumny from Mel 
Hoffman & Trudi Stone 
Allen Sherman from Jacqueline 
Constantine 
Alex Vidal from Janis Jaffe 
Eugene Vilderman from Laura 
Vilderman & Aleksey Yablok 
Herman Vosen from Diane Kahn 

RABBI POSEN DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 
in honor of
Rabbi Eve Posen from Rosalind 
Babener 
in memory of
Leslie Aigner from Eva Aigner 
Dr. Stephen Cogen from Mitchell & 
Arlene Cogen 
Art & Phoebe German from Ron & 
Judith Odenheimer 
Marilyn Shenker Alkin from Marvin 
Alkin 

ROBBIE BALL MEMORIAL FUND 
FOR DARFUR 
in memory of
Ruth Rotman from Gail Maron 

SAFETY & SECURITY FUND 
in memory of
Ron Sherman from Gary & Carolyn 
Weinstein 
Benjamin Wasserman from Gary & 
Debra Wasserman 

SAFETY & SECURITY DONATION 
in honor of
The Aliyah children from Diana 
Lubarsky 

SAM & IDA SOBLE RENOVATION 
FUND 
in memory of
Ida Esther Soble from Shirley 
Nudelman 

SISTERHOOD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
in memory of
Jerome Weiner from Robert & 
Marla Weiner 
David Weinstein from Robert & 
Marla Weiner 
Rhea Weinstein from Robert & 
Marla Weiner 

SOLOMON BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
in memory of
Jerome Stern from Helen Stern 

SONIA NUDELMAN FLORAL FUND 
in memory of
Sonia L. Nudelman from Shirley 
Nudelman 

SYLVIA PEARLMAN MEMBERSHIP 
ENHANCEMENT FUND 
in memory of
Anne Pearlman from Gary & Sylvia 
Pearlman 
Cele Schwartz from Gary & Sylvia 
Pearlman 

Cele Schwartz from Jack & Barbara 
Schwartz 

TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Raul & Lidia Krivoy 
Vern Beck from Rosana 
Berdichevsky 

TOINETTE MENASHE BOOKSHELF 
FUND 
in honor of
Toinette Menashe from Jeffrey 
Menashe & Wendy Gutmann 
in memory of
Victor Capeloto from Rosalyn 
Menashe 
Joanna Menashe from Rosalyn 
Menashe 

TORAH REPAIR FUND 
in memory of
Vern Beck from Sheri Katz & Joel 
Mullin 
Beatrice Chusid from Norman & 
Kathy Chusid 
Monte Chusid from Norman & 
Kathy Chusid 
Rose Eve Cohen from Reena Davis 

VAAD SHEL CHESED FUND 
in honor of
Jonathan Levy & Nancy Stone from 
Ellen Singer & Eamon Molloy 
in memory of
Michael Jeser from Paul Jeser 

WEINSTEIN CHAPEL FUND 
in memory of
Natan & Genya Ratner from 
Alexander & Emilia Baram 
Alan Sherman from Gary & Sylvia 
Pearlman 
Alan Sherman from Ron & Marcy 
Morris 
Noralee Weinstein from Gary & 
Carolyn Weinstein 
Max Weinstein from Stuart & Lee 
Weinstein 

YOM HASHOAH YELLOW CANDLE
in memory of
Morrie Director from Emily 
Yeomans 

YONI SUHER FUND 
in honor of
Barbara Atlas from Jackie & Harold 
Lesch

The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 
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Embark on a captivating 
journey of discovery at the 7th 
Annual Yoni Suher Scholar-in-
Residence event, hosted by 
Congregation Neveh Shalom, 

May 3-5. At the helm of this enlightening 
gathering stands Professor Daniel 
Zajfman, a distinguished physicist whose 
illustrious career and profound insights 
promise to illuminate the intersection 
of science, artificial intelligence (AI), and 
Jewish thought.

Professor Zajfman's journey epitomizes 
the marriage of scientific inquiry and 
Jewish heritage. Born in Belgium and 
steeped in his Jewish roots, he has tra-
versed the realms of academia and sci-
entific exploration with a fervent curios-
ity. From his groundbreaking research in 
atomic and molecular ion dynamics to 
his leadership roles at prestigious insti-
tutions like the Weizmann Institute of 
Science, Professor Zajfman embodies 
a commitment to both scientific excel-
lence and community outreach.

Throughout the event, attendees will 

have the privilege of 
engaging with Profes-
sor Zajfman's exper-
tise firsthand. From 
a presentation on the 
altruistic pursuit of 
science to a thought-
provoking discussion 
on the ethical impli-
cations of AI, his con-
tributions serve as a 
guiding light, illumi-
nating the complex 
interplay between scientific progress 
and moral responsibility.

Moreover, the Scholar-in-Residence 
event offers a platform for dialogue and 
exploration, inviting participants to re-
flect on the timeless teachings of Jewish 
tradition in the context of contemporary 
scientific inquiry. Through interactive 
sessions and panel discussions, attend-
ees will grapple with profound ques-
tions about the nature of beauty, the 
future of AI development, and the ethi-
cal considerations that shape our tech-
nological advancements.

Supported by the Stan and Ethel Katz 
Briller Jewish Education Fund and the 
Yoni Suher Fund, this event embodies 
a commitment to fostering intellectual 
curiosity and spiritual growth within our 
community. Join us as we embark on a 
journey of discovery, guided by the wis-
dom of Professor Daniel Zajfman and 
the enduring insights of Jewish thought. 
Together, let us explore the boundless 
realms of science and spirituality, forg-
ing new pathways of exploration and 
enlightenment.

More & RSVP at: nevehshalom.org/SIR

"Science, Artificial Intelligence, and the Human Connection,” 
with Award-Winning Physicist, Professor Daniel Zajfman

Our upcoming Scholar in Residence Program will explore generative AI as well as its intersections with science and 
Judaism. Given that, we requested ChatGPT, an AI natural language model, to compose the following article.



Write a 
Lev Note today!

We are Neveh Shalom.
Together, we are community.

These postcards can be used to thank someone who went 
the extra mile for you, who made you feel welcome, who regularly shows up. 

Or maybe there is someone who might need a little extra love.

There is nothing like getting something special in the mail!

Learn more about Lev Notes at: 
nevehshalom.org/levnotes

Want to write another Lev Note? 
Stop by the CNS office to pick up 

more postcards.



Congregation Neveh Shalom’s

2nd Night 
Community Passover Seder

Gather round the table with Rabbi David Kosak and 
your Neveh Shalom kehillah for a 2nd night seder. 
We’ll enjoy reading from the Haggadah while having 
opportunities to engage beyond the text with 
meaningful interactive activities and discussions. 

A delicious multicourse Passover meal is provided.

Congregation Neveh Shalom
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, OR 97239
503.246.8831 | lrichmond@nevehshalom.org

RSVP by April 18 at: 
nevehshalom.org/seder24

Price for CNS Members: 
$54/adult (13+) | $40/Child (ages 3-12) | 2 and under free 
Scholarships are available.

Price for Non-Members:
$60/adult (13+) | $45/Child (ages 3-12) | 2 and under free

Tuesday, April 23
5:00pm



C O N G R E G A T I O N  N E V E H  S H A L O M ' S

Enjoy a traditional Moroccan celebration to end
Passover, with festive crafts, treats, music, dance,

and henna. Fun activities for all ages.

Thursday, May 2, 5:00-9:00pm 

Mimouna
Celebration

A POST-PASSOVER MOROCCAN TRADITION

2900 SW Peaceful Ln, PDX | 503.246.8831

$10/per adult, $5/child (ages 2-18)

RSVP: nevehshalom.org/mimouna24



Artificial
I N T E L L I G E N C E ,
A N D  T H E

S C I E N C E ,

HUMAN
C O N N E C T I O N

C o n g r e g a t i o n  N e v e h  S h a l o m  P r e s e n t s

M A Y  3 - 5 ,  2 0 2 4

Join us for three days of lectures and panel discussions
exploring AI and how it intersects with the human connection.

RSVP required
More info at: nevehshalom.org/sir

T h e  Y o n i  S u h e r  ( z ” l )  S c h o l a r - i n - R e s i d e n c e  P r o g r a m

AWARD WINNING PHYSICIST
PROFESSOR DANIEL ZAJFMAN

Professor Daniel Zajfman, PhD, is a former president of the Weizmann Institute of
Science and member of the Max Planck Institute of Nuclear Physics.

503.246.8831 | lrichmond@nevehshalom.org



CNS Art,      , & Soul

THURSDAY, APRIL 11| 6 PM TO 9 PM
THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT ART SPACE

7829 SW CAPITOL HWY
MULTNOMAH VILLAGE

HAND-PAINTED
CERAMICS

RSVP: nevehshalom.org/AHSHPC24

U
nl

ea
sh

 yo
ur a

rtis
tic spirit a

nd paint your own unique ceram
ic piece!   

$10 Studio Fee 
Cost for unpainted piece payable in-person

Beverages & Snacks Provided

Judaica and non-Judaica items available.

Questions? Contact: lrichmond@nevehshalom.org


