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October 7th wasn’t just an-
other chapter in the Hun-
dred Year War between 

Rather, it represents a 

largest contemporary Jewish communi-
-

-

had already been spiking ever since the 

rate never before seen in the history of 

-

of a larger phenomenon with which the 
world’s largest Diaspora community will 
need to contend, so we will explore this 

 

more direct and, in some ways, less dan-
-

the deadliest day in Jewish history since 

the Holocaust and would land towards 
the top of the most deadly days in all of 

’
here—most of us are too familiar with 
what transpired and will carry those 

most dovish, have spoken about a veil 

forced to contend with who Hamas truly 
-

el’s vaunted deterrence had completely 
withered away, as missiles and rock-
ets have also been launched from the 
Houthis in Yemen and Hezbollah in Leba-

to remove Hamas from the map, but the 
government and military also feel an 

-
establish deterrence in order to protect 

-

failures of intelligence and prepared-
ness, this is a task for which Israel has a 

the court of public opinion; the hit to her 
economy, which has largely ground to a 
stop; the trauma of warfare; the loss of 

 

respects, Jews are the only minority who 
don’ -
ment shouldn’t be blown out of propor-

university presidents before it to inquire 

by the fact that some of our long-term al-

 
Despite this episodic support, there 
remain important ways in which Jews 
indeed are a minority undeserving of 

especially given that Jews have been 
at the forefront of civil rights for more 
than the past half century? Some of 
that blame must be hung at our door for 
choices the Jewish community made in 

large, however, most of the responsibil-

that produced the ideological overreach 
of the current progressive movement 

Let’
 
The Cost of Being Jewish in America
 

seeking religious freedom and economic 

Historically, it was peoplehood that most 

E Pluribus 
Unum

Jews began to emphasize their religious 

why the formal aspects of Judaism, such 
as halakhah ’ -

At the Edge of Something 
Old and Something New

Rabbi's Corner

 By Rabbi David Kosak
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’t 
need to do
successfully integrated, the markers of 
our ethnicity diminished, and Yiddish and 
old-world Judaism faded, to be replaced 

to the rise of  in the 1960s 
and 1970s, which quickly became the 

-

-

peoplehood, the religion itself, or genu-
ine Jewish values that were at odds with 
those of our host country became less vi-

social changes, endogamy itself came to 

 
The Rise of the Academy in American 
Society
 
In the midst of this, the progressive ide-
ology of the academy was reshaping 

pure and the other impure, not unlike 
how the dissidents at Qumran divided 
the world into “children of light” and 
“children of darkness,” as conveyed in 

-

into the pure camp, while white people 
came to be seen as the impure oppres-

a long history of oppression, this model 

even though it was actually an abnega-
-

-
linquished their sense of ethnicity and 

-
-
-

-

 
-

egy to align ourselves as a people of 

color, rather than our own unique eth-

become a litmus test of purity, such 
-

el’s right to exist, as espoused by fringe 

back on the “

At the Edge of Something Old and 
Something New
 

-
-

Jonathan Sacks of blessed memory once 

-
ish lives with the dominant value system 

So too with capitalism, socialism, or 
’s 
-
-

 

soothsayer and am loathe to make pre-

binary choice between belonging to the 
camp of the pure or the impure, it is not 
unreasonable to imagine that this funda-

 
will cause some Jews to leave the fold 

in venerable Jewish forms of peoplehood 

-
cally, a majority of us will try to have our 
cake and eat it too, hoping that we can 

served us well for half a century, while 

 
Because I fall squarely in the people-
hood camp, it is my hope that we can 
recognize the tremendous stress we 
are all under and maintain compassion 

-

’hitpalel im ha’avaryanim—
-
-

ish peoplehood, there can be no binary 

love of family must always remain stron-

Dead Sea Scrolls, manuscripts found near the Dead Sea Qumran Caves
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HaTikvah, The 
Hope
By Rabbi Eve Posen

Rabbi's Corner

I -

when I went to Israel on a solidar-
ity mission under the auspices of 

purpose of the trip was to bear witness 

by Hamas in the massacre of October 

-

Within two minutes of landing, the air-
-

that usually greets you as you enter cus-

road to Jerusalem the roads were eerily 

from survivors and families of hostages, 
agencies that are helping internally dis-

-

that were included in my daily updates, 
housed at 
want to share here are the lessons taken 
from the trip, lessons that can resonate 

held hostage by Hamas, shared that she 

with the prayer, the belief that ripples 

will come into the world and 

please, let us all go start a 

and beyond are the epitome 
of what evil can be, Israelis 
are a shining example of what 

-
clude United Hatzallah, whose 
volunteer medics go to every 
call to try to save the lives of 

-

government funding to take in 
-
-

-

community of Israel has come together 
in strength and unity to make sure Am 
Yisrael Chai  

23-year-old survivor who was injured on 
his way home from shul on October 7 by 

he and his sister remained on the side 
of the street they were walking on, they 

what he feels about those moments, he 
responded, “There is a creator because 

-

-

Israel might be in a never-ending Octo-

can be seen throughout the country be-

Just before we boarded our bus to head 
to the airport, we gathered around an 
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O -
-

believe that they were ful-
-

only believed they were fully integrated, 

The October 7 massacre is the worst and 
most gruesome massacre of Jews since 

-
nessed many in the Western world turn 
against the Jewish state as well as against 

-
-

morrow’s leaders view the genocide of Is-

thrive in this country, I believe that we 

-

to make peace, why can’t we ask that of 
ourselves? Why not build alliances with 
groups that have stood by us? Why not 

We can appreciate their support and 
foster friendships while acknowledging 

are indeed Jewish groups that are tak-
ing this approach; I believe that that will 

-
-

calls for genocide of the Jews should be 

-

-

may have needed in the past is not nec-

should seek to teach our youth to see 
themselves as a people, and as mem-

greatest democracy the world has ever 

sphere, across the aisle, and from Presi-
-

can Jewry has great promise—if we act, 
if we demand change, if we advocate for 
ourselves, if we stand together as a peo-

remember that cursed day and wake to a 
Am Israel Chai.

American Jewry and 
the Paradigm Shift

Cantor's Corner

By Cantor Eyal Bitton
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 Upcoming B'nai Mitzvah

Benjamin Goldman-Levin | January 13

-

Julia Rapport | January 20

Rony Dolev | January 27

-

-

Anna Rogosin | February 17

-
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Today I reach out to you, driven 
by a shared sense of responsi-
bility and unity that binds our 

I am acutely aware of the reality of poten-

tell those who ask that I feel a mix of emo-

community, which should be sanctuaries, 
-
-

ing experience to prepare myself for the 

sense of responsibility and a belief in the 

-
port from colleagues, friends, and com-
munity members who understand the 

experiences and feelings can help build 
a sense of solidarity and mutual under-

-
-

ing can contribute to a greater sense of 

you have had similar thoughts as you 
-

to the well-being of the community, 
-

-
sage that the strength of the community 

greater Jewish community is crucial, 

in fostering a sense of unity, support, 

Your commitment to these values is a 
testament to the enduring strength of 
our Kehillah

orchestrated by Hamas shook the foun-

The impact of this heinous act has rever-
berated across our community, leaving 
us with a heightened awareness of the 
need for enhanced security measures to 

-

bolstering the safety and resilience of our 

our ability to engage consultants for on-
going vulnerability assessments; updat-
ing and maintaining our security systems; 

-
quests for exact details about our security 

not to share the exact details of security 
and surveillance systems is grounded in 

-
ness of these measures and safeguarding 

 Revealing specif-
ic details about security measures could 

-

placements, access points, or alarm sys-

tems are publicly disclosed, it provides 
-

element of surprise and maintains the 

 Security 
-
-

curity measures in response to emerg-

implement changes without broadcast-

adaptability is crucial for staying ahead 

While transparency is important in 
many aspects of community life, when it 
comes to security and surveillance sys-
tems, a balance must be struck between 
providing assurance to the community 

-

safety and well-being of our community 
members and the integrity of our secu-

President's CornerSecuring Our 
Community
By Marlene Edenzon, Executive Director
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Torah, we have each faced 
heart-wrenching daily deci-

consume? How much do I tell my kids? 
What’s the balance between being in-
formed and involved and losing our own 
ability to cope? How do we hold our 
concern for our loved ones in Israel, and 

yet also live our lives? How do we bal-
ance our desire to speak up about our 
concern for safety given the increase 

When and where is it worth challeng-

around us? 

-

what, how, and when we teach about Is-

people, language, land, and history of 

-

How and when do we teach about  

Unfortunately, I don’t believe we have 

for our children and families to discuss 

and support one another in respond-

-

that children and parents alike 
-

responding when we encounter 
it, connect to other people and 

-

take care of ourselves even dur-

-
ent Light
is whether the Jewish people can 

meet the outside world without feeling 

How do we balance teaching fear-in-
ducing subjects with Jewish pride and 

The week before Chanukah, our 6th 
grade families learned the “True Story of 

a lively, scripted version of the Chanu-
kah story featuring the broad strokes of 

-

-

-

our youth and parents alike align and 

-
-

talked about where we would draw our 

-
ish community, when we feel like hiding 

that we have been here before, we will 

-

mezuzah
a Chanukiyah in the window is an act of 

that too—there is strength in knowing 
that we have overcome and outlasted 

-

But also saying Yes

our songs! Yes, to our Hebrew language 

Yes,

Jewish Education in 
this Moment in History
By Mel Berwin, Director of Congregational Learning

Mel's Corner
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We are a strong Jewish 
community; howev-
er, October 7, 2023, 

used to spreading 
the message of unity, inclusion, cour-

-
ward and measurable way to those we 

-
munity, I have always been grateful and 
blown away by the inclusion I have felt 

traversed the new Covid-19 terrain to-

-

loving-kindness brought me to my knees 
to know that I belong to a community 
that cares, gives, and loves, regardless 

is something I brag about on tours with 

your child and family to be a part of a 

come to the right place,” I’ve been heard 
-

When the terrors of October 7th 
unfolded, I immediately knew that 
I had an opportunity to return all 

people need a safe place to be Jew-
ish, surrounded by ritual, and not to 

-
en seriously the ways in which I can 
create that, and the ways in which 

-
ized that I wasn’t sure how to do 
that because there was no training 

think about Kol Yisrael arevim zeh 
bazeh
I have heard it said that each of us 
must act and inspire others to cre-
ate a community in which we can 

of my Jewish and Israeli educators 

and felt their pain because the connec-

showed me what they needed to be able 
-

a listener and a speaker, a student and a 
teacher as I watched my colleagues do 

Together we have created a space 
where Jewish and non-Jewish members 
can see and hear each other with com-

those who need this are held up by those 
-

this naturally every day, how we adults 
also naturally choose community over 
division, and how leaders could learn so 

This year we took on the synagogue-

your whole heart than the acts of love I 
have seen during this trying and horrible 

whole heart, willing to listen and act as 

as we have all pulled strength and sup-

Leading and Following
By Cory Willson, Foundation School Director

b’nai mitzvah and feeling pride in what 

The last thing we want in our Jewish 
The experience of being and doing Jew-
ish should provide us all with a strong 

sense of pride and groundedness in 
who we are, the people and history we 

Jewish Education Continued from previous page

Cory's Corner
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y grandfather was a 

grew up hearing his 
stories from a very 

never sad or scary; he always made a 
point of sharing “funny” memories, odd 
moments that held him up or kept him 

would let such evil exist,” he’d say, and 

-
tual person to this day, I want to know 
in my heart that I’ll always believe, even 

-

thing as the Holocaust could repeat it-

to have faith, even when it gets so very 

Shabbat, I couldn’t contact them when I 

dare I feel safe and drink my morning 
-

ing? How fast can I get there? How can 
I make sure they know I’m with them, 

need to know that I’m feeling every-

just a tool that grounded me, but one 
that also reminds me how 
to breathe in moments like 

-
ger and fear of what I can-

-
ism growing up in Israel 

felt and knew there were 
people that hated me and 
wanted me gone, dead, but 

pray from a Siddur or prayer book; I pray 

they connect me to my home, to my 

-
ries and create our own so that one day 
they can be told as well that we’re part 

I don’t feel hatred towards anyone or 

connected, be part of a community, and 

I’ve learned a lot about myself since Oc-

my life with such amazing people since I 
-

sion, and strength I received from my 

call Israel home, I’m in the right place at 

My Grandfather, October 7, and Me
By Lia Yinhar

Lia with her grandfather

Lia and her family
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I shaped hole in his heart by return-
ing to our ancestral homeland and de-

not fathom how any parent could aban-
don their children and grandchildren for 

-

to make Passover matzo, which was a 

baby on the way, buying a new home, 
-

ing he’d regret his decision to leave us 

were more important than Israel?

-

he was gone, I felt I needed to experi-

solo visit was fragmented, lonely, and 

the same one he had felt his whole 

On the morning of October 7th, some-

brutal headlines, I felt something unfa-
my 

to be there at that moment, with my 
people, wrapping our arms around each 
other in a soulful embrace that required 

global Jewish family that could never be 
unbound and that our strength as Jews, 

pull that Israel had had on my dad and 
why he had

-
ment, I realized being Jewish means 

-

self to defend everything you love, and 
could ever love, for all eternity so that it 

we go to work each day pretending not 

with a fellow Jew, we give each other a 
knowing nod and instantly feel a spark 

-

ancestors who endured so much before 
us, we will get through this, even stron-

in synchronicity with our own hearts 

Emily at the Kotel in Israel

An Israel-Shaped Hole in 
My Heart By Emily Yeomans
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a pool on the beach in Can-

planned long before Octo-
ber 7, long before we could ever have 
imagined how necessary and welcome 

-
ing my brother-in-law and his family; 
they relocated to Cancun from Caracas 

-

and his siblings were born and raised in 
-

ther and his family had been expelled 

-
ter his grandparents were expelled from 

joke that our family history was a typical 

for the States; when we told him it’s 
been nearly a decade, he marveled at 
how well our eldest seems to remember 

-
grants; we have been wandering from 

-

like our parents and grandparents, are 
we now refugees? Where will we go if 
we can’t go home?

-
ily in Israel since October 7 begin and 

-
scribe what we are experiencing, what 

no words?

In the absence of words, I see others 

-
ents and the volunteers in equal mea-

unify—my people are scared, they feel 

In the States, my community has galva-

cannot even engage with or acknowl-

They come together to support Israel 
in song, words, and community gather-

-

family building the fabric of the story 

I cannot tell my own story, at least not 
-

tors, to my forefathers, to the history 

I remember the stories of their cour-
age, their hope, their persistence, and 

no thoughts, I do not know how the sto-
-

No Words... Yet
By Emily Silverman
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T -
tal part of Portland’s Jewish 
community, encompasses ar-

lobbying on climate change, aiding refu-

events, services, and holiday celebra-
-

on October 7, I wanted to know how, if 
at all, the events of that dark day had 

Bob Horenstein and Rachel Nelson gen-
-

overseeing the Jewish Community Rela-
-

Shalom, and other agencies to “discuss, 
debate, and advocate on issues of im-
portance to the Jewish community,” 
including the general community since 

-

JCRC, she works with Jewish educators 
in the community, including profession-
al development, and manages “all of our 

-
-

work together; since the volume of calls 

they respond separately now but re-
ceive help from community-wide vol-

emphasizing more now the work we have 

-

-

statement,” which elicited complaints, 

with their leadership who were “apolo-
-

-
-

in touch with its leadership about that 

They have been trying to meet with 

-

Rachel added a Portland climate group 

one-sided” statement not related to their 

Bob noted that the war has nothing to 

a member sending out emails about 
even though 

their mission has nothing to do with this 
” as those groups are supposed 

causing Jewish students, their parents, 
or other parts of the Jewish community, 

Busy Advocates
By Sara Sadfie

Rachel and Bob leading a workshop
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Member News

We regret to inform you of the passing of Shelli Stern, z”l 

predeceased by her parents, Sol Stern, z”l and Sylvia 
Stern Jackson, z”l, and Hy Jackson, z”l, and is survived by 
her stepmom Myra Jackson; sisters Abby (Rick) Menashe

Ross, z”l 
(Sarah) Coblens, and Glen (Mia Birk) Coblens; cousins Tom 
(Mary Jane) Stern Sharon 

Michael 

Allan Jerome Sherman, z”l, on 

his wife, Marjorie Sherman

Yihi Zichram Baruch

of Lora and Jim (z”l) Meyer and 

Susan Honigstock 

 who 

Jewish Review, sharing their breast 

 whose picture appeared in the 
Jewish Review as part of the 

 was interviewed by 
CNS member Dan Rothenberg on his video podcast, OneYou 
Coaching & Counselling, on what she has learned from 

 who appeared in an 

14, 2023 issue of Moment Magazine

 who recently 
launched a poetry project that has 

January 17, 2024, inspired by the 

We are excited to announce 
 new podcast, 

Proudly Jewish, featuring special 

, 
, and various other 

 who helped edit and 
The 

Forward, 
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Neveh Shalom Happenings
weekly eblasts. You can sign up at: news@nevehshalom.org. Please visit the website for links at: nevehshalom.org/calendar.

Shabbat on the Plaza in the Vestry

and fun as we gather for Shabbat in the 

potato bar for dinner, followed by a soulful 

tasty meals for community members in 

Shroud Crowd

use by the Chevra Kavod haMet

 
Kehillah as we share one 

The 
Birdcage

lrichmond@

Cooking for Outside In - 

Wise Women Social Brown Bag Lunch

Pack a lunch and join this friendly group 
of women to schmooze and empower one 

 

1-6 for Havdallah,

Shields as part of our ongoing art workshop 

• Tangled Up in Blue by Rosa Brooks
• Trust by Hernan Diaz

Join the Wondering Jews and Bob Horenstein 

Adult Challah Bake Happy Hour

Please visit the website for more info

Morning Minyan

Celebrate Sisterhood as they lead our 

• 

 

Join young families as we gather together 
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 

ALIYAH DONATION 
in honor of

in memory of

Cooper 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 
in honor of

Joan Sher 
in memory of

in memory of

in memory of

Sisterhood 

in memory of

Ben Bleich from Leslie Bleich & Jack 
Osborne 
Sidney Cooper from Wynne Cooper 

Barbara Wolf 

Tobin 

Rosencrantz 

Sherman 

in memory of

Lena Holzman from Renee Holzman 

in memory of

Lesch 

EDDY SHULDMAN DOWNSTAIRS 

in memory of
Shelli Stern from Dale Oller 

in memory of

in memory of

Rudolph & Sheryl Sachter-Rudolph 

in honor of

& Heather Silverman 

Shenker 
in memory of

Ruth Oxman 

Roberta Cohon 
Stephen Leopold from Rhoda Leopold 

Roberta Cohon 

Lawrence Raphael from Rosalyn 

Joeen Rodinsky sister from Carol Danish 

Sol Sax from Stanley & Judith Blauer 

in honor of
Leslie & Peter Beard from Ral Leidman 

in memory of

Harriet Perkel 

Linda Lindemann 

Rita Bernstein from Barbara Bernstein 

Joseph Bernstein from Dennis & Susan 
Steinberg 

Steinberg 

Bernice Brown from Dennis & Susan 
Steinberg 
Robert Caplan from Steven & Tess Caplan 
Richard Dean Dreyfus from Barbara 
Dreyfus 

Harriet Perkel 

Harriet Perkel 

Lillian Heller Weintraub from Bruce 
Weintraub 

Steinberg 

Dora Jolosky from Richard Jolosky 

Braverman 

Pesya Pantofelman from Sharlota & 

Weingard 

Perkel 

Boris Shternberg 

Sirkin 

Barbara Titelbaum 
Howard Waco from William Brenner & 
Julia Waco 
Stanley Weiss from Diana Robinson-Weiss 
Sue Weisser from Steven & Tess Caplan 

Shone 

Linda Yudman 
Lev Yukhayev from Yuriy & Rena Yukhayev 

in memory of

in memory of

Jack Ritchie from Brauna Ritchie 

Cantor Linda Shivers & Hesed 

in memory of

Cordova 

Sheri Cordova 
HIGH HOLY DAY DONATION
in memory of

in memory of

Stern 
Shelli Stern from Susan Honigstock 

in memory of
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in honor of

in memory of

Shelli Stern from Sandy & Wendi 

JASMINE RR SPIEGEL MEMORIAL 

in memory of

Corinne Spiegel 

Corinne Spiegel 

Corinne Spiegel 

in memory of

in memory of

LEONARD BARDE CEMETERY 

in honor of

in memory of

in memory of

MARISA PATRICE STRAUSS YOUTH 

in memory of

in memory of

MARY ROSENBERG SCHOLARSHIP 

in memory of

in memory of

MILT HORENSTEIN MORNING MINYAN 

get well wishes for

Lipton 

in memory of

Ushman 

Ushman 

Shapiro 
Don Stephens from Barbara Stephens 

in memory of

in memory of
Ben Barton from John Barton 

ONEG SHABBAT DONATION 
in honor of

Rabbi Isaak from Jackie & Harold Lesch 

get well wishes for

Weinstein 

in honor of

in memory of

in honor of

in memory of

Judith Odenheimer

in memory of

Laine Schneiderman Beckman from 

ROSA WIGMORE HOLOCAUST 

in memory of

in memory of

get well wishes for

in memory of

in memory of

in memory of

in memory of

Weiner 

Weiner 

Weiner 

Weiner 

in memory of

SYLVIA PEARLMAN MEMBERSHIP 

in memory of

Pearlman

in memory of
Harry Oxman from Harvey & Ruth 
Oxman 

in memory of
 

Lillian Davis from Reena Davis 

in memory of

Carolyn Weinstein 

Weinstein  

Weinstein  

Weinstein 

The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions: 
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Securing Our Kehillah Continued from page 7

Busy Advocates Continued from page 13

We understand that these are challeng-
-

ate the various ways in which members of 

-

 -
 Your generous 

-

-

Program for Shabbat and other program-

 Share this message with-

is key to mobilizing support; your advocacy 

Please join us in ensuring the safety and 

we can overcome these challenges and 
emerge stronger and more resilient than 

College campuses, especially PSU and 

rallies across campuses “demonize” and 
-

with the president of PSU along with Hil-
lel, Judaic Studies, and three Jewish stu-

“dismayed” there was no statement con-
and they noted 

They have heard from non-Jewish teach-
ers who have concerns for their Jewish 

people, government bodies, and groups 

a workshop for the Westland-Wilsonville 

-
ships with interfaith and interethnic com-

They worked with an interfaith group ad-
-

State Center, a pro-democracy organiza-

-

I asked about their personal feelings during 

he’s married to an Israeli, it’s been “exas-
-

-

never thought I would feel in this country 

Responding for the community “has been 

Rachel and Bob have been working hard to 
Am Yisrael Chai!

Rachel is at 
Bob is at 
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Portland, Oregon

Please recycle 

It’s been almost two years since I 

we have the largest Judaica library 

is that it’s an impressive library all on its 

might imagine all of the books are about 

Yes, of course, we have a very large and 
-

ish religious content—we have several 

example, books about Kabbalah, over 
sixty unique Haggadot

-

and several hundred for middle grade 

-

ish history from our 
beginnings to pres-
ent day that spans 

poetry, science, art, 
philosophy, educa-

all as seen through 

doesn’t begin to dis-
cuss the children’s 

wouldn’t recom-
-

I’ve been searching for a way to invite 

pre-Covid, I know things have changed, 
or maybe that’s just life today in gener-

to challenge our community to come 

to do this is for the pleasure of discover-
ing a wonderful book you hadn’t known 

passport from the library or the front 

nevehshalom.org/readaroundthelibrary.

Read Around the Feldstein Library: 
An Invitation to Explore an Amazing Resource
By Leora Troper, Librarian of the Feldstein Library


